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Prefatory  Not 


j       In  the  preparation  of  the  following  Discourse,  the  records  of  Town, 
5-;  Parish,  and  Church,  have  been  thoroughly  explored,  and  every  other 
available  source  of  information   consulted,  whether  manuscript  or 
y   printed,  monumental  or  traditionary.     Many  iraportaut  biographical 
and  other  items  have  also  been  obtained  by  means  of  a  somewhat  ex- 

^  '  •- . 

^-v     tensive  correspondence. 

'^~^.-:)      With  the  facts,  carefully  sifted  and  compared,  spread  out  before  liim, 
-  the  author  has  diligently  aimed  at  impartiality  of  judgment,  accuracy 
of  statement,  and  exactness  in  statistics  and  dates.   And  it  is  confidently 
terlieved  that  what  he  has  th\is  patiently  sought,  has,  to  a  good  degree, 
been  attained.  S.  D. 

West  Beookfield,  November  5,  1867. 


Discourse. 


Deiitei"onoi"ny  xxxii.  T. 
"  KEJIEJIBEK  THE  DAYS  OF    OLD,   CONSIDER    THE   YEARS  OE   MANY  GEXERA- 
TIONS  ;  ASK  THY   FATHER,  AND  HE  WILL  SHE\V  THEE;  THY  ELDERS,  AMD 
TIIEY  WILL  TELL  THEE." 

Just  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  have  passed  awav  snice 
the  First  Church  in  Brookfield  was  founded.  We  are  met 
here  within  this  house  of  God  to-day  to  commemorate  tliat 
event.  From  the  widely  diverging  paths  into  wliich  our  \  ari'  -d 
preferences  and  pursuits  have  led  us,  we  are  gathered  once 
more  around  the  venerable  Mother  to  pay  that  tribute  of  re- 
spect which  is  due  to  her  hoary  age.  And  it  seems  quite  in 
keeping  with  the  object  of  our  assembling,  as  being  well  fit- 
ted to  foster  and  deepen  our  reverence,  and  strengthen  the  bond 
of  our  filial  attachment,  that  we  should  together  recount  smne 
of  the  more  important  incidents  of  her  long  ami  honorablr  ca- 
reer. May  it  not,  likewise,  fully  accord  wirli  our  own  cher- 
ished and  sacred  regard  for  the  j^ast,  and  prove  a  source  of 
fresh  inspiration  and  incitement  for  the  fiUure,  to  rciinMii- 
ber  the  days  of  old,"  and  "considrr  tlic  years  ol'  nianv  'jm- 
erations  ;"  —  thankfully  tracing,  meanwhile,  the  finger  of  (  lod 
in  our  history. 

Scarcely  had  the  wild  Indian  ceased  in  huni  the  game  of 
the  surrounding  forests,  and  to  catch  the  (i,-h  of  thc.-c  neigh- 
boring ponds  and  brooks, — scarcely  hail  the  e<-ho  of  his  sav- 
age yell  died  away  among  these  hills,  when  a  ( 'lini  t  li  mC  (  lul-t 
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was  here  conitituted,  unJ  the  note  of  tlie  Gospel  was 

suun-le'l  forth  tVum  the  ufthe  liviuL:  preacher.  It  \v;u^  at 
that  tune  the  vnh/  cluuvh  in  all  this  re-Ion  of  country  includ- 
ing,' a  circuit  of  many  miles  un  t-ithcr  hand. 

Of  the  seventy-three  C'on-re-ational  Churches  now  in 
W.-rcoster  Cunty,  nut  -/^  had  then  b.,en  furmed,  save  the 
Fir.^t  Church  (the  Old  <uuth  )  in  what  is  now  the  City  of 
^^  ..roe.-^t.'r,  an-l  that  was  or-anizcd  unly  the  previous  vear  in 
ITlo.  Thi.  Church,— a  little  hardy,  hrave  band  of  men,  fear- 
less of  dan-er,  true  tu  Puritan  [.rinciples,  and  loyal  to  Christ, 
stood  absolutely  isolated  and  alone,  surrounded  only  by  a  broad 
and  de.olate  wa.^te  infested  with  wild  beasts  and  savages. 

The  maintenance  of  the  ordinances  of  reli<-ion  in  the  mi.lst 
"f  this  wil.lerness.  remote  from  the  centres  of  population,  and 
exposed  to  the  barbarity  and  eruelty  of  the  sons  of  the  forest, 
wa>  but  in  harmony  with  the  devout  an.l  heroic  spirit  and 
'•"ndi.ct  of  the  Pilur,i,n  Fathr.-.s  and  early  settlers  of  this 
Colony,  who,  for  the_  ,ake  of  enjoyi„^r  ,]„,;,  ^^j- 
walkin-  aceonlini:  tn  the  fdth  and  order  of  the  Gospel,  aban- 
doned the  land  of  th.  ir  nativity  f  .r  the  n.ck-bound  shores  and 
ruiXLjed  soil  of  X.  w  I!n-laiid. 

From  the  lir>t  .settlement  of,.M  ()i,aboa-'  in  1  •"-■.O,  ,l„.,e  is 
reason  to  believe  that  <  mhI  had  been  publiely  wor.-^hipe.l  here, 
with  the  e.xo  ption  of  about  a  do/.  n  years,  fn-m  l.;;.-,,  when 
the  entire  (own  wa>  burned,  and  the  inhabitants  di>p,  rsed  by 
th-  Indians,  to  about  the  v,  ar  Ms;,  u  h-  n  the  seatfered  .<et- 
tiers  liei^ran  ai,'ain  to  n  turn. 

Th..  fifteen  years  previou>  to  the  dispersion  were  years  of 
l-a--'-  and  evident  pro,sp,,i(y  ;  so  that  the  ".several  inhabit- 
^^"^  -T  Il-wieh-  touh-.n  the  fir.t  ^rant  of  laml  here  was 

•  Tlu.  n..nH.        rh,r.,o<l  ,o  n.^okfl.-M  o„  ^....„,in.  ,  .oup^hip  in  1673. 


made,  had  grown  to  a  Httle  community  of  twenty  famiUes, 
who  had  been  enabled  to  build  for  themselves  a  sanctuary  in 
wliich  they  might  hold  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath. 

Indeed  this  original  grant  of  the  General  Court  in  ]May  20th, 
1660,  was  made  only  upon  condition  that  there  should  be 
twenty  families  resident  here  within  three  years,  and  that, 
within  the  same  time,  there  should  be  settled  "  an  able  minis- 
ter," such  as  the  Court  should  approve  ;  and  that  thev  make 
due  provision  in  some  way  or  other  for  the  future  ;  either  bv 
setting  apart  of  lands,  or  what  else  shall  be  thought  meet  for 
the  continuance  of  the  ministry  amongst  them." 

From  an  Historical  Address^  by  Henry  A.  Sykes,  A.  ISl., 
of  Suffield,  Connecticut,  it  appears  that  jMr.  John  Younglovc, 
the  first  minister  of  that  town,  "  had  preached  at  Quaboag 
(Brookfield,  Massachusetts,)  for  some  time  previous  to  Philip's 
war,"  and  that  after  the  destruction  of  this  settlement  by  the 
Indians  in  1675,  "he  went  to  Hadley  and  taught  the  town  or 
grammar  school,  till  he  was  invited  to  Suffield,"  where  he  com- 
menced his  labors  sometime  diu'ing  the  year  li37!',  or  early  in 
1680,  and  where  "he  continued  until  his  decease  June  o, 
1690."  Of  Mr.  Younglove  as  a  minister,  "  little  is  known  ; 
he  was  no  doubt  an  educated  man,  though  it  is  not  known 
that  he  was  a  graduate  of  any  college,  his  name  not  lieing 
among  those  of  the  graduates  of  Harvard,  then  the  only  col- 
lege in  America." 

There  is  also  an  obscure  traditifui,  though  no  certain  evi- 
dence, of  the  existence  of  an  organized  church  at  tlii-  early 
period.  We  are  left  much  in  the  dark  respecting  that  [tortion 
of  our  history;  for,  doubtless,  the  flames  tlia!  were  kindled 


*Proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  tlic  One  Hundrcil  nnd  Fiftietli  Annivcrs.ary 
of  the  decease  of  tlie  Kuv.  Bci\iamin  Ruggleg,  at  Stifliold,  Conn.,  18r>fi.  p.  -10. 
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by  the  treachery  of  King  Philip's  Indians,  and  which  de- 
stroyed the  town,  consumed  likewi-e  its  most  ancient  records. 

I- iMin  :i  jK'titinn  of  the  inhabitants  of  Brookfield  to  tlie 
Ilonoreil  (  renerul  ('mirt,  :is.-einl)led  at  Boston,  in  Xuvember 
109S,  it  appears  that  tor  ;i  time  previdus  to  that  dale,  they 
were  destitute  of  the  stated  ministrations  of  the  Gospel.  In 
that  petition"  they  show  Tluit  it  i>  an  intolerable  burden  to 
continue,  as  wc  have  done,  without  the  preaching  of  the  word." 
rhi>y  further  say  that  ihev  "are  not  able  at  present  to  main- 
tain the  worsiiip  of  (iod  ;"  tiiat  they  "are  but  twelve  fami- 
lies " — so  slow  was  the  resettlement  of  the  town  after  the  war 
that  drove  the  first  settlers  from  their  chosen  home — and  that 
thev  "  are  not  of  estate  sufficient  to  crive  suitable  encoura<Te- 
nient  to  ;i  niini.-ter,"  thouirh,  be  it  said  to  their  credit,  they 
were  "  u-illiw/  to  do  to  th^'  outsiih'  of  [thcirl  abiliti/.^^ 

In  answer  to  tlu  ir  jn  tition  it  was  *' ordercil  tliat  tliere  be 
twenty  jiounds  j.aiil  out  of  the  jiublie  Treasurv  ot'  thi>  Pro\- 
inee,  toward-  thf  support  ot'  an  orthodox  minister  for  one  year 
to  conmit'nfe  troin  the  time  of  the  settlenu'nt  of  such  minister 
amongst  tliem." 

.Veeording  to  .Mr.  l-'oot's  lli-toriral  Oisc^ourse,  tradition  re- 
lates th.it  Mr.  Thoma.-  dames,  a  native  of  Hn«;laiiil,  minister 
of  (^harl.'>town,  .Mas-aehuM  tts,  and  afterwards  a  missionarv 
at  i''.a.st  llamptoi).  Long  l>huid.  jireaeheil  tlu^  first  sermon  in 
tin-  town.  iVevioudy  to  IT!:;,  a  Mr.  .^mith  had  been  em- 
ploy.'.I  hen-  a-  a  minist.  r.'"  In  1  7  I  the  records  show  that 
.Mr.  I>.ini.  l  i;hn<  r.  a  graduate  of  Valr  (\dIr<Te  in  171:1,  in 
a  rla-«.s  of  three,  had,  for  .a  time,  been  earrvin^  on  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  .supportecj  in  part  by  the  ( ieneral  ( "ourl.  I'.ut 
in  that  year  he  relin.piishe.l  hi>  labors  here,  and  w.i.s  sucH'eedcd 
bv  Mr.  I  hoHKi''  ( 'henev. 

•For  iho  iH>mion  in  full,  ncc  Appendix.  Note  I. 
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PASTORS,  PASTORATES,  AXD  CONNECTED  HISTORY. 

Bat  it  was  not  till  the  third  Wednesday  in  October  (the 
16th,  day)  1717,  that  this  church  was  formally  organized,  and 
Mr.  Cheney  solemnly  ordained  its  first  pastor.  The  terms 
of  his  settlement  had  been  agreed  upon  about  a  year  and  a 
half  before : 

"  Att  a  meeting  of  the  Inhaljitants  of  BrookfieW,  on  April  y''  5th,  171G  ; 
Voted  y'  Thoma.s  Barnes  be  moderator  for  s**  day.  Voted  that  Edward 
Walker,  Senr.,  Joseph  Banister,  and  Elisha  Rice,  doe  farther  Discourse 
Mr.  Cheney  as  to  his  proposals  in  order  to  a  settlement  in  s^  Place  to 
carry  on  y^  work  of  the  JMinistry." 

Mr.  Cheney's  proposals  in  his  own  handwriting  were  soon 
obtained,  while  the  people  were  yet  assembled,  and  "  \vere 
read  in  town  meeting;,'"  in  the  words  followino- : 

"  Gentlemen,  as  to  y«  Dementions  of  y  House  and  Bam  you  propose 
to  Build  for  me  in  case  I  should  settle  amongst  you,  it  is  my  uiiud  and 
desire  with  Respect  to  my  House,  y'  y^  length  may  be  42  foott,  the  wedht 
20  foott;  as  to  y' stud  fourteen  foott  stud;  and  as  to  y-' l}arn,  that  it 
may  be  30  foott  long,  and  20  foott  wide,  w'  a  Icntow  [leanto]  on  one 
side. 

This  from  your  servant, 

Tiio^r.\s  Cheney. 

As  to  y  Glass,  Nails  and  Iron,  I  will  provide  and  procure  myself  so 
far  as  is  necessary  to  s'^  House  and  Barn. 

TiMM.VS  CUENEV." 

Having  considered  the  abo^  e  proposals, — 

"  The  Inhabitants  Voted  Jirstli/,  To  Give  Mr.  Cheney  f^r  hi.-;  salery. 
fifty-two  pounds  yearly  for  three  years,  and  to  Rise  forty  shilling.'^a  year 
untill  it  comes  to  seventy  pounds,  and  tlierc  to  .stay. 

Secondly,  Voted  y'  Mr.  Cheney  Have  all  the  Land  y'  the  Committee 
Proposed  to  give  Him. 

Tldrdlij,  Voted  To  Build  him  a  House  and  Barn,  according  to  y"  De- 
mentions  y'  he  has  given  ;  IMr.  Cheney  providing  Glass,  Naills,  and  Iron, 
o 
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Fourdihj,  \'oh'd  to  Break  up.  aii"I  t'ence,  auJ  fitt  to  sow  Eiglit  acres  of 
Lainl  ;  tV'Ur  a-Mos  upon  the  Hill  ;  tvro  acres  to  bo  planteil  out  with  or- 
t  lKui.liiii,'  tills  year,  aiul  fuur  Acres  Tu  be  r>i'>Ico  up  -jn  the  plain  this  year, 
the  other  two  acres  to  he  iluutj  withhi  f"Ur  ye.a.s. 

Ftuhly,  \\>t(d  t<j  u:ett  Mr  CIkik-v  t  wtury-tive  coril  of  woo  J  ye;uly  his 
lit'-'tiino. 

Si.i-lldij.  \''>;r:d  t"  give  Mr.  (.'hcney  each  man  one  clay's  work  yearly, 
fur  >i.K  years.  Ills  IIi>u.<e  an>.l  liarn  to  he  huilt  in  four  years  ;  always 
r'rovii.l'*il  Mr.  Cheney  lie  nur  ur<.laine<l  Minister. 

TFInMA-  r.ARNES.  Modemtuvr 

The  above  was  "  Aproved  and  aluwe  1  l  y  the  L'':>mniittee  for  Brook- 
Hel'l,  May  y  l(.ith,  ITlil,  ProviJcl  Mr.  Chcuey  be  their  settled  minister 
three  years." 

S.vMCKl.  I'.^r.TIUDOE, 
J|>IIN  PvNCIlii.V, 
iS.\Mrr.L  PiiUTKK. 

Ei:i;Ni:zi:i-.  Pumuov, 


L'ommittee 
Brook  field. 


As  U<  till'  aiiiniint  nt  lainl  wliii-li  the  Committee  proposed  to 
^Ive  Ml'.  <  hcnev,  aipl  whii'h  was  ^uteil  I'V  the  town  at  the 
aliovc  moetinu;,  we  timl  the  tnllowiii'^  record  :  — 

'■  At  a  meeting  r.f  th'-  rouHuittec  t^r  P)r"">ktie!il  March  'J^^.  171i'>, 
the  (.'uiiunittee  takini;  intn  erm.'iiileration  a  ^raut  maile  to  the  fust  settled 
niini.-ter  "'  [that  i>  th»'  tir.^t  mini^t^•r  whn  s/fudil  be  sr'ttlcd]  "  made  Pe- 
I'.-iiib'  T  1714  (•f;dl  y'  bind  lyiML' in  Brnuktield  between  Mr.  AVillson'.s 
an  i  Mr.  \  i>nni;liivi- >  land,  the  ('i>inniitl>  e  did  this  day  tyrant  Ui  Mr. 
TliMS  ( 'hen- y  \v<\y  mini.sler  in      pbn  .  all  (he  land  aforesaiil  between 

Willxin  ami  \  ii\ni^l<>ve'.s  Intt,  and  the  '2<Kaere,>^  of  meadew  beloiminL!; 
til  .s'  li'tt.  and  al-n  S  ur  10  aere.s  on  the  plain,  and  also  we  2;rant  to  him  s' 
Cln  iii  v  lUtl  ai'ii's  o|  land  in  s'  pl.ue  to  be  taken  where  he  .•»hall  chu,<o 
—  always  providi  d  Mr.  Cheney  beconie  a  .'•i  ttled  mini.xter  in  s'  place. 
The  first  crnit  not  to  enterleir  upon  a  ijrant  madi'  for  a  Ilichwav  made 
Niivrinbtr,  ITl.'i.  ' 

In  aiMitiuii  to  tliese  several  orants  the  Committeo,  in  the 
autumn  of  tin-  sam<-  year  (  (  )et(d>er  1  _',  ITl'i  t  took  the  lollnw- 
in,'^  ai  tii'U  :  — 

"  \Vh>'rea.s  .iboul  il  years  Sin<<'  the  CMn  ial  Court  allowed  to  the 
Min;>'try  in  Biookfi- Id  twenty  pmiud.H  ;  of  win.  h  .•-unj  Mr  Klmore  (El- 
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mer)  who  left  the  Ministry  there  so  as  he  had  but  one-half  part  of  s-i 
sum  paycl  to  him,  there  Eemayns  ten  pounds  of  s^  sum  or  donation  ;  the 
Committee  Judge  it  mcete  this  last  part  be  paydtoMr.  Thomas  Cheney 
the  present  minister,  as  part  of  his  sallery,  and  have  given  order  to  Luke 
Hitchcock  Escj.  to  get  the  Money  for  him." 

Provision  having  thus  been  made  for  Mv.  Cheney's  support, 
in  the  following  summer  (July  16,  1717,)  the  call  was  made 
out,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  ordination:  — 

"  Att  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Brookfield  ]>\  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  sd  place  Bareing  date  June  y-  28th,  1717. 

Voted,  That  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Cheney  sliall  be  ordained 
minister  for  the  Town. 

Voted,  The  third  Wednesday  in  October  next  is  apointed  and  .sett 
apartt  for  Mr.  Cheney's  ordination. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Tilly  Merick  and  Joseph  Banister  aQuaint  3Ir. 
Cheney  with  the  Town's  mind,  and  as  to  the  day  aGrecd  upon  for  his 
ordination,  and  now  made  Keturn  y  Mr.  Cheney  consents  thereto. 

Voted,  That  Tilly  Merick,  Joseph  Banister,  Thomas  Barnes  and 
Thomas  Parsons  Doe  take  care  that  sutable  Provition  be  made  for  such 
Elders  and  Messengers  as  may  be  called  to  assist  in  our  ordination. 

Voted  That  y«  Town  Celebrate  and  Sett  apart  a  Day  of  fiisting  and 
Prayer  to  Implore  God's  presents  w'  us  in  this  solemn  and  weighty  mat- 
ter, which  day  is  left  to  ?ilr.  Cheney  to  appoint. 
Full  and  clear  votes. 

Test.  THOMAS  GILBEUT,  .Moderator." 

This  action  on  the  part  of  the  town  received  the  hearty  sanc- 
tion of  the  Committee,  and  Avon  from  thcni  expressions  of  satis- 
faction "  in  the  unanimity  "  of  the  people  in  so  Crood  a  wcirk,  " 
with  the  hope  that  they  might  "  have  further  ocatlon  to  Rejoice 
in  their  Good  settlement." 

The  ordination  took  place  as  arranged,  tlic  Sermon  licing 

preached  just  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ngo  to-day  by  Ivcv. 

Solomon  Stoddard of  Northampton,  on  "  TIk-  duty  of  GOS- 

*  Solomon  Stoddard  was  born  in  Boston  ;  was  graduated  .it  Har\  nrd  College 
in  1662,  in  a  class  of  six  ;  was  ordained  jiastor  of  tlie  cluu  cli  in  Nortli.aiiiptnn, 
Massachusetts  September  11,  1672;  and  died  February  11,  1720,  nged  ciglify- 
six.    He  was  grandfather  of  Ids  colleague  and  successor,  .bmnthau  Edwards. 


IT.L  MIM-TF.RS  to  preserve  a  IM.uI'LK  fVuiu  COK- 
l;ri'l  l'  >\.  '     It  v.-us  printed. 

Mr.  (  hfiK  v  was  born  ut  Koxburv*  (Massacluisetts)  In  1690, 
rxn.l  was  gradiiatcl  at  Ilarvanl  CoUe-e  in  1711.  He  is  tles- 
cribeil  as  an  acceptable  preaclier,  and  as  sustaininu;  the  cliarac- 
ter  of  a  p.oil  man,  and  a  faithful  minister.  He  lived  in  har- 
mony with  thisj  pie  f,,r  a  [M-riod  of  more  than  thirtv  vears, 

and  dit;d  J>e<"endH  r  11,  1717,  a-^ed  o7.t 

Init  he  had  live.l  to  <tr  the  "  ( ireat  Awakeninir"  of  1740, 
and  to  reap  some  of  the  glorious  tVuits  of  that  stujiendous 
work  of  (n-a.^e.     It  is  a  fart  which  ha.l  no  etpiivocal  bearing 
upnii  thr  carlv  spiiitunl  life  and  enlargement  of  the  church 
that  in  the  autunni  ..f  17  }(»  (  October  IC,  »  A\'hit.  Hrld  on  hi^ 
way  from   [.firc-tt-r  tn   .\. .rthampton  to  .<ee   .Mr.  IMwards, 
halted  h.Mv  f.-r  a  night,  and,  before  he  left,  prearhed  with  stir- 
ring elVect  tn  the  inhabitants  <>f  this  town.     It  was  his  second 
viMt  tu  America,  and  his  tirst  jtrearhing  t..ur  thmn^^rli  Xew 
hngland.     .\nd  .-dtliMu^rli  1,,.  ^a-  th.  ri  a  vouult  man  of  less 
than  twrnty->ix  years,  and  had  .-.pent  but  a  few  m,.iith<  up..n 
our  .diMp  ~.  hi.;  fame  had  spreail  a>  ii"  by  ma^rie  all  over  the 
land,     .lu-t  at  that  time  he  was  the  man  .about  whom  moro 
wa-^  said  and  writt.-n,  good  and  bad.  than  about  anv  (Wher 
luau  m  the  eouiitr\". 

It  i>  not  strange  that  the  pe.,pl,»  ,,f  thi-^  .piiet  pla.-e  had  a 
runo>ity  to  .^-e  so  ^reat  a  prodigy,  and  In  li<i,  n  to  hi^  tar- 
fun. d  elo.pienee.  Th.-y  sou-ht  fo  ^rjv,.  |,im  a  heariu-  in  th.  ir 
littl.-  hnUM-  nf  wnrship.  I'.ut  .Mr.  (  'hen.'y  -han  d  the  enuuunn 
pr.  judiee  nf  the  miui-t-  rs  nf  that  -lay.  and,  f-  arin-  the  r.  >ults 
..f       unu-ual  atul  irregular  a  pmeeedin;:,  w.mld  imi  at  fu.-t 

*  ,'^|>r:i'.Mi<'%  .Aiio.^U  i.f  lh>-  Am.-ri' in  ruljiil.  V..\  I  p  17.^. 

?  III-.  Rr-irr  I*      n,ookti.-l.|  fSo.uh  TaiMlu.  .1  Cmv  rn.l,  fp.m  il.o  onfr-ituc  .11 
till*  rifjla, 


suffer  the  meeting-house  to  be  opened.  At  lenatli.  however, 
60  great  became  the  press  of  the  people,  he  was  constrained 
to  yiehh  But  by  this  time  the  assembly  bad  become  so  nu- 
merous as  to  exceed  the  capacity  of  tbe  house,  and,  hence, 
they  withdrew  to  an  open  fiekl  near  at  hamb  and  there  witb  a 
rock'^  for  his  pulpit,  and  the  canopy  of  liea^-en  t'ov  his  sound- 
ing-board, the  youthful  preacher  poured  forth  that  simple,  fer- 
vid eloc[uence  of  his  which  fell  so  sweetly  upon  the  ear,  and  so 
mysteriously  moved  and  melted  the  heart. 

As  the  result  of  that  sermon,  by  the  blessing  of  Crod,  some 
sinners  were  awakened,  and  there  follpwed  a  re\  i\  al  in  ^vhose 
labors  Mr.  Cheney  bore  an  active  and  efficient  part,  and  the 
church  received  a  large  accession  to  its  membership. 

Thus  early  in  our  history  was  the  fostering  care  of  a  kind 
Providence  made  signally  manifest,  and  the  first  pastor  of 
this  ancient  church  graciously  permitted,  in  tlie  closing  years 
of  his  life,  to  see  the  flock  of  God  materially  strengthencil, 
and  the  borders  of  this  Zion  perceptibly  enlarge'l. 

The  last  subject  of  this  re^dval  died  in  ISliJ,  aged  onf  hun- 
dred years  and  seven  months. f 

About  the  time  of  jMr.  Cheney's  death,  a  considcrnblr  num- 
ber of  the  members  of  this  church  were,  accordir.u-  tn  .Mi-,  f  ..nt, 
dismissed  to  constitute  the  church  in  Western  ;|;  (  \\  arrcn). 

The  people  Avere  not  long  satisfied  to  lu-  without  ;>.  srttlod 
minister;  for,  among  the  loose  leaves  of  the  old  '1  own  Koc- 
ords,  we  find,  under  date  October  25,  1T4S,  this  vote — ''That 


*The  rock  on  which  Jilr.  Whiteficld  is  supposcil  to  Imvo  stood  durini,'  his 
sermon  is  on  Foster's  Hill,  in  a  field  nortii-wcst  ol"  the  late  residence  of  Mr. 
Baxter  Barnes. 

t  Mercy  Banister,  ^vidow  of  Thomas  Banister. 

J  Mr.  Foot's  Historical  Discourse  on  Bi-ookfiekl,  p.  16. 
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TluirsiUiv  comforteen  ni-jht  be  set  apart  for  tastlnq;  :ind  prayer, 
to  (Joi.l  for  hi<  Directions  with  Piespect  to  the  setUng  a  Gospel 
Minister  amon;jst  us  in  this  ph\ce.*' 

The  followinLT  month,  November  "J"",  the  town  *'  voted  to 
concur  with  the  vote  of  the  church  in  their  choice  of  Mr. 
Eli;ha  Ilanlin'j  to  b.-  their  minister."  The  terms  of  his  set- 
th-Muent  as  fixcl  December  22,  wore  as  follows: 

••  J'ofrd.  Th;it  tlicre  bo  aiven  and  granteJ  to  Mr.  EU.dia  Haiding;  for 
Ills  oiii-ouraiztMiient  to  .sottle  in  the  Lius[><.-1  ministry  in  said  town  the  .sum 
of  ono  thon-:and  pounds  old  ton'>r  currcni-y. 

'2dli/.  f'oU'd,  That  tluMt.'  hi-  aivon  and  granted  to  the  .<aid  Mr.  EUsha 
Harilins;  for  his  yearly  sahuy  and  sup|>nrt  durini  the  time  of  his  contin- 
uaneo  in  tlii;'  mini.<trv  af-Tosaiil,  tlio  sum  of  (ivo  hunihod  pounils  old 
t'^nor  ••ni  ivn<  v,  .aocountiirj;  the  same  as  thou;,'!i  to  lie  paid  in  Indian  torn 
at  litis,  p-'i'  husli'd,  anil  rvi-  at  ot's  per  Ku-Ik-I,  anil  wheat  at  40<.  per 
fiu^hol,  and  so  the  live  luindiuil  pouu'l.-;  to  he  ilimini.-heil  or  inereasod 
Vt-arlv  in  pri>portion  to  th'-  prii  i->  of  t!io-;i«  connnoilitie^  as  they  .-hall 
Vi'arlv  ri-i-  or  fall  anil  he  i-onmionly  hou^ht  or  soM  in  .^aiil  town  ;  pro- 
viih'd  he  reh.'ase  to  th«'  town  all  li'^'.it  to  the  mini-try  lanils.  or,  in  ease 
lie  iu'dines  to  have  the  iuiprovemi'ut  thereof  he  have  the  lilierty  thereof, 
alfiwin'j;  and  pavini;  as  niueli  as  any  oth«M-  |i'nson  ur  persons  woidd  jjive 
tli.MvfMr." 

<  )ii  till"  l-'-lh  dav  of  Srptt  inbi'r,  17  1'.'.  Mr.  Ilardinu:  \vas 
soj.  niiilv  con-titutfd   sfi-oiid  pastor.      Tiic  .-i-rnioii,  entitled 

.\  Monitor  for  (  io.[ii  1  Miiii-ters,"  *  wa-;  preaelied  bv  Kcv. 
Nathan  ibuduiam,!  of  Midway,  from  ('nl.  !  :  IT.  whi.di  was 
pubiidii'd.  Mr.  llardiiiL:  was  Lrraduatnl  at  Harvard  < 'olh^iie 
ill  ITI'i.  II'-  \\a-  in  (  nil.  with  our  hnnored  ci.i/eii  Jc(h>- 
diah  ho-lt-r,  who  \va>  -.jraduati'il  tho  pn  viou-  vear.  He  i- 
dr-^iMibi-d  ax  "a  '^inth'man  o|  -jreat  biinv  ■  il'iii-e  ;  "  as  "a  ni.in 
of  >in',fular  probitv  and  solid  h  rirnin'^  ;     as  "ono,  who  t'r.^m  n 

*  .\  i  '<i'y  i.f  ilui  ^fnn'>n       ■•tu'ui.^lly  p<>l>li»li.'i|  m  r.oston  in  171'.^.  is  tlio 

'II'  V  N'Ath.in  Ilii.  kn.Mu  w.'\»  (^i.T'lu-itcl  .it  Il.iir.ir'l  ('i>lloi;i'  in  1721. 
•.•rtl«"l  mmi«ti'r  in  MohtAV  kvit  70  yoarn  wh^ro  \u>  <1umI  in  17'.'.'>  nt:oA  9'J 


15 


child  Jiad  knoicn  the  Holy  Scriptures^  and  made  them  much  the 
matter  of  his  study."  "  His  public  ministrations  were  serious 
and  adapted  to  edify  and  benefit  his  hearers."' 

In  1750,  March  29, — so  rapid  had  been  the  o-rowtli  of  the 
town,  —  a  second  parish  was  incorporated,  now  known  as  North 
Brookfield ; and  within  its  bounds  a  church  was  organized 
May  28,  1752,  which  took  the  distinctive  name  of  the  "  Sec- 
ond Church  of  Christ  in  Brookfiekl,"  more  recently  called  the 
"First  Church  in  North  Brookfiekl,"  of  which  l^ev.  ^\\\ 
Gushing  is  the  present  pastor. 

The  following  year  (1753^  the  people  fell  into  a  most  un- 
fortunate dispute  abotit  the  location  of  a  new  meeting-house 
which  they  proposed  to  erect.  The  contention  waxed  so  warm 
and  impetuous  at  length,  as  to  residt  in  a  second  sundering  of 
the  parish,  and  the  incorporation  of  the  third  or  South  Parish 
November  8,  1754.  A  church,  with  thirty-nine  members, 
was  there  formed  April  15,  175i3,  known  at  present  as  the 
"Evano-elical  Cono-reo-ational  Church  of  Brookfield," '  of  which 
Eev.  Mr.  Coit  is  the  present  pastor.  In  consequence  of  the 
commotion  and  troubles  incident  to  this  last  division  of  the 
parish,  Mr.  Harding,  at  his  own  request,  was  dismissed  iNIay 
8, 1755,  having  sustained  the  pastoral  ofhce  not  quite  six  years. 

Two  years  and  a  half  elapsed,  and  tlir  thinl  pastor,  ^Ir. 
Joseph  Parsons,  was  settled.  He  was  a  son  of  Ivcv.  Joseph 
Parsons  of  Bradford,  Massachusetts,  and  was  gradirucd  at 
Harvard  College  in  1752.  Among  those  who  were  in  college 
at  the  same  time  with  him,  we  find,  in  the  class  iuunediately 
preceding,  the  name  of  Eli  Forbes,  afterwards  Dr.  Forbes, 

*Nortli  Brookfiekl  was  incorporated  a  town  in  1812. 

*"When  the  first  parish  was  set  oft'  a  separate  township  in  1S4S,  it  received 
the  name  of  West  Broolcficld,  and  the  tliird  parish  retained  the  original  name 
of  Brookfield. 
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the  tir;t  pastor  of  tlie  churoh  in  the  North  Parish,  and  in  the 
second  chiss  that  lullowed  him,  the  name  of  Nathan  Fijke, 
afterwards  r)r.  Fiske,  the  first  paitur  uf  the  church  in  the 
S'juth  Parish.  These  three  coUeuc  mates  labored  here  many 
years  side  by  side  as  pastors  of  the  three  churches  of  Brook- 
fleld. 

Mr.  Parsons  was  orihiined  November  '2':'>.  17-"<7.  The  Lrentle- 
nien  assisting  in  his  ordinatinn  were  Pev.  ^lessrs  Joseph  I'ar- 
sons  of  BradtVtrd,  l'a\id  \\'hite  ot"  llardwick.  dushua  Eati.m 
of  Spencer,  dohn  Tucker  uf  .Newburv,  and  Isaac  Jones  of 
"Western  (  W  arren  ).  J')\  the  terms  (»('  the  agreement  between 
him  and  lh<'  parish,  he  >vas  to  recei\-e  one  hundred  and  eight 
jiDunds  hiwi'ul  sil\i'r  money  as  settlement,  one  halt"  to  be  paid 
in  <jne  year,  and  tin-  other  halt  in  two  vears,  and  a  salarv  of 
tifty  pounds  lawtul  siKer  mum-v  the  tirst  and  second  vears, 
tit'ty-iive  pounds  the  third,  and  sixtv  pounds  tlu>  fourth  \-ear 
until  the  t't./h'/i  year,  wlim  it  was  to  be  increased  bv  si.\  [)ounds, 
thirti'eu  shillings  and  four  |M  iice.  tbr  the  remainder  of  his 
nunislry.  Also,  tVom  the  tirst,  there  was  to  be  ^•i\•en  him  tliirtv 
cords  i)[  good  wooil  bi-ought  to  his  door  annuall\-,  to  com- 
mence when  he  slu-uM  b.-jin  housckct^pin.:  and  to  continue 
during  his  ministry.  All  this  on  (-ondition  tliat  he  should  re- 
lc:iso  to  thr  pri'cinct  :dl  right  and  idaim  to  the  revenues  of  ihe 
mlnistrv  lands. 

Thesf  so  called  mini-try  lamb,  thu-  ha\in'j:  been  alienated 
from  thrir  oii^dnal  intention,  were  in  the  foHow  inLT  vear,  1  )e- 
cend>er  L'l,  1 7. by  a  eonunittee  apjti.intcd  and  empowered 
tor  th'-  purpose,  divided  among  the  three  pieeincts  oi"  parishes 
ot  tiie  town  ;  and,  a^  a  tinal  ilisposition  of'  the  pnrti.m  belou"-- 
itjg  to  the  tir^t  jKiridi,  it  was  .'•ol.l.  and  the  interest  of  ihc 
money  arising  trom  the  sale  appropriated  towanls  the  support 
of  the  nunister. 
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lu  this  same  year,  it  must  be  noted,  there  sprung  up  with- 
in the  church  a  serious  evil,  in  the  introduction  of  what  was 
termed  the  half -waij  Covenant  ;  an  evil  which,  at  that  period, 
and  in  subsequent  years,  gained  considerable  currency  among 
the  churches  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  also  in  other  [)arts  of 
New  England.  By  the  civil  constitution  of  Massachusetts  in 
those  days,  none  but  church  members  had  a  right  to  vote,  or 
to  hold  civil  offices.  As  early  as  1630  it  was  ordained  that 
none  but  church  members  should  be  admitted  to  the  freedom 
of  the  body  politic."* 

The  eaidy  framers  of  the  Government,  in  their  huu  lablc  zeal 
to  establish  a  Commonwealth  upon  a  solid  Christian  basis, 
were  led  into  the  error  of  so  minodino-  the  affl\irs  of  Church 

O  O 

and  State  as,  in  the  event,  to  secure,  with  the  Idessing  of  a 
religious  state,  a  more  than  counterbalancing  evil  —  a  political 
and  secular  church.  From  the  first,  the  government  of  ]Mas- 
sachusetts  adopted  a  religious  test  of  citizenship.  Hence,  as 
a  natural  consequence,  so  strong  and  universal  Avas  the  desire 
to  share  tlie  privilege  of  suffrage,  and  such  was  the  eagerness 
of  men  then  as  now  to  enjoy  the  honors  of  civil  (itH<;c,  iluit  a 
mighty  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  ujion  the  cliurchcs  to 
induce  them  to  receive  as  members  such  as  had  not  thr  pmpcr 
qualifications  for  church  membcrshi|i,  that  is,  ])er.-oii- 
were  wholly  ignorant  of  experimental  religion,  and  \\\\n  Inid 
no  claim  to  a  Christian  character.  Thus  powc  rtiilly  :ippr:drd 
to,  this  church,  among  others,  was  betrayed  inhi  tin'  t.illy  ot 
resorting  to  the  expedient  of  a  form  of  covenant,  by  owning 
or  assenting  to  which  any  person,  not  of  an  immoral  (diarartcr, 
who  had  been  baptized  in  infancy,  might  be  recognized  as  a 


*  Barber's  Historical  Collections  ol' MassacluiselL-,  p.  I'.'- 


member,  w  ith  tlx-  prh  ilege  ut"  iivallinu' liiniselt"  of  the  ordinance 
of  Baptism  fur  his  children,  ihoiiLrh  nut  required  to  partake  of 
the  I>urd"s  Supjicr.  Thi>  pcrnii'iuus  [traotice,  which  prevailed 
in  thi-  chiu-idi  nearly  sixty  years,  durinL:  which  time  about 
one  hundred  persons  "  Owneil  the  Covenant,"  and  were  ad- 
mitted tu  incnibersliip,  wrouLrht  n<->  little  mischief,  as  we  shall 
have  (M-c:i.-iciii  tu  sec  ;it  a  j)'iint  farther  on  in  our  history. 

In  IT''"^  the  health  of  Mr.  I'ar.-niis  had  Su  far  declined  thar 
he  was  uldiLred  tu  suspend  preachinij  ;  and  ere  lunix  he  was 
cum[)elled  liv  reason  of  budilv  weakness  t()  abandon  his  minis- 
terial lal)urs  alto;:fether.  !!•■  ll\fd  in  feel;>leness  some  three 
rears,  until  .I.muarv  IT,  1771.  ^^  hen  hi'  died  in  the  tourtcenth 
vear  of  hi-  mini,-trv.  and  the  thin  v-ei- htli  year  of 'us  aLi:e.  1  li- 
dust  sleeps  beneath  the  sod  of  the  ( )]d  luu'ving  Ciround,  o\er 
^vhieh,  .-inee  the  flav  of  his  burial,  there  ha\e  swept  the  rude 
blasts  ot"  a  hundreil  winters.  The  spot  is  marked  bv  a  suita- 
ble stone,  erected,  in  aeenrdanee  with  a  vote  of  the  pari>h,  soon 
after  his  decease.  Also  in  the  new  (  \>meterv  we  tind  another 
stone  sacred  to  hi.-  meinorv,  encted,  likewi-e.  bv  vote  of  the 
j>ari-h.  l'j>on  it  we  read.  "  lie  was  an  example  ot"  patience 
and  resiLTnation.  and  dieil  -tronLT  in  taith  and  full  of  hoj)e, 
'  The  memorv  Dt'  the  ju.-t  is  blessed. 

.^I^.  Parson-  i-  said  to  ha\f  been  "  distinijuisheil  fur  the 
vivaeltv  of  his  di'scnpt ii in.-,  t In-  aecuracvut  his  reasi "lunLT.  and 
the  jier-ua-'i vene,-s  ot  hi-  exhnrtations."  ilis  ministrv  was 
emini-ntlv  a  p'-acet'ul  one.  '1  he  Ivie.irds  a-Mirc  us  that  "the 
j^reate-t  harmony  prevaded  between  him  and  the  jieojile  dur- 
lU'j;  hi-  lite." 

Th'-  tbiirth  pa>t<'r  wa-  \l<  \.  I*,phraui\  W  aril.  II(>  was  born 
at  Nrwt.in.  (  Mas'^aehusel  I i  in  17  11,  and  was  LTradu.ited  .at 
Ilarvard  1  ni\er-ity  in  l.'i.',  in  a  (da-.-  that  produeed  se\cral 
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men  of  distinction,  among  whom  was  Joshua  Upham,  a  na- 
tive of  Brookfield,  who  afterwards  became  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick.* 

Mr.  Ward  was  ordained  here  October  23,  1771. f  The 
churches  assisting  in  his  ordination  were  the  Second  and 
Third  in  Brookfiekl,  the  churches  in  Western  T Warren), 
Ware,  Spencer,  Sturbridge,  Newton,  Weston,  Walthani, 
and  the  First  Church  in  Dedham.  The  sermon  ou  the 
occasion  was  preached  by  Rev.  Jason  Haven,  A.  ]M.,  pastor 
of  the  First  Church  in  Dedham,  from  I.  Thessalonians  5  : 
12,  13,  and  was  "  Printed  by  Richard  Draper  in  Newbury 
street,"  Boston. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Ward's  pastorate  fell  upon  a  dark 
and  stormy  period  in  the  history  of  the  country.  But,  not- 
withstanding the  civil  commotions  which,  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary struggle,  disturbed  the  peace,  and  threatened  the 
existence,  of  so  many  churches,  the  most  uniform  and  perfect 
harmony  prevailed  between  him  and  his  people  througliout 
his  long  and  useful  ministry.  This  happy  circumstance  was 
probably  due,  in  no  small  degree,  to  iNIr.  A\  ard  liini-elf.  For 
he  was  a  man  of  an  exceeding  mild  and  anrial)k'  disposition, 
and,  by  his  great  kindness  and  afFabllity,  he  \von  tlic  liigli  es- 
teem and  cordial  affection  of  his  people,  and,  iiuln  d,  nl'  all 
who  knew  him.  "He  possessed,"'  says  liis  bii igia] iIut,  '-a 
peculiar  talent  for  cultivating  peace.  Though  lie  was  i-cady 
to  extend  the  hand  of  discipline,  when  the  honor  df  hi-  Mas- 
ter's cause  required  it ;  yet  he  never  resorted  to  coercive  meas- 

*He  died  in  Loudon  iu  1808,  wliile  on  an  official  mission  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. 

t  For  tl^e  proposed  terms  of  Ma-.  Ward's  settlement,  and  his  reply  accepting 
the  same,  see  Appendix,  Note  II. 
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uvv<  till  all  utiit-r  expctlient^  tu  reclaim  tlie  ilelin<[uciit  had 
f.iil.Ml."'  I)r.  I'iicli)^,  who  \va;  ui^uoiatcil  with  hiiu  in  the 
miiii-trv  iV.r  a  ihnv  previous  t..  Mr.  "WanTs  death,  makes  this 
coini)rcheii^ive  and  signitioant  lemai  U  :  IL  had  no  etientus, 
and  all  tJw  coni/rci/ation  rcspecttd  and  l.'i-id  hiin. 

.\<  iiii-ht  be  expecte-1,  Mr.  A\':ird\-  lal>nrs  here  were  not 
v.  ithniit  vi^hle  fruits.  AhliMii^du  until  near  the  close  of  his 
active  labors,  there  was  no  year  that  was  si>eciall_v  marked  by 
revi%  al,  vet  the  catalogue  shows  a  .-teady  Lrrowth  of  the  chur'  n, 
from  vear  to  vcar,  throuuh'Hit  his  ministry.  >carccly  a  year 
jias,-Ld,  whether  in  time  of  war  or  of  peace,  but  that  there  were 
some  accessions  to  the  ehurch.  and  on  several  ditierent  years 
the  number  received  wa<  such  a>  to  indicate  a  hiL:h  decree  ot 
rebLrii'Us  intere-t  in  tlu'  c.'nuuunity.  In  the  year  1  i  i  •>,  lor 
instance,  tv.'enti/-r''^ur  were  admitted  on  protession  ot  taith  :  in 
\"*>.  ninit'-rn  :  in  I  7  ^' »,  ^/^^'r^'' vf  ;  in  1  ^'"'i',  ?(;'/it7t>7i  ;  in  l>i>7, 
f.t('-<'n  :  in  1  "^08,  c/(//i^f'r7(.  In  1^11  there  occurred  a  re\i\  al 
of  considerable  ext<'nt  and  power.  th'>tiL:h  "it  was  confined 
|u-ineljiallv  to  (hat  ]iart  ot"  the  jiari.-h  callrd  iiau'LTed  Hill. 
I  bn  inu'  ibat  vear  were  added  to  the  chur(d\  upon  protes- 

ill  the  LratheriuL:  ot"  thi-  j>reciou-  har\  (\-^(,  ho\vi  \  er.  Mr. 
Ward  was  not  permittrd  a''li\i  lv  to  enL:a;_'^e.  llr  had  been 
fore.  d  bv  a  paitial  lov'^  ot".-i'j;ht  to  relincpii-h  hi-  labor,-;  foi-  the 
n>o-t  pari,  parllenlarlv  hi<  public-  niini-t rat imus,  in  the  l  all  ot 
1  ^  b)  ;  att'-r  whi'di  "the|udpit  wa>  ,^\ipplird  f^r  a  e, in-iderable 
tiiii'-  b\-  ihf  aid  ol'ihe  U'  i^diborin'i  clcii^v,  "  untd  (he  >ununer 
ot   1^11,  atler  \\  hleh  .^^evt  ral  candidati\-;  were  einj>loyed. 

(  )n  the  il.iv  nf  the  I",  irt  v-fif(h  aiuu\ersarv  ot"  hi>  >etil(incnt, 
(  )e(i.ber  l""!'',  h''   had  (he   |ile.i«lU-C   of  WelcomiuLTa  (^ol- 

!•  amie,  Kev.  Ml.  I'lulp^,  to  wlmiii  hr  mi^ht  enlru.-t  (he  .^a- 
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creel  interests  of  the  church  and  parish,  vdiicii  had  become  so 
greatly  endeared  to  his  heart.  But  he  was  not  suffered  lou_2 
to  enjoy  this  new  relation.  Little  more  than  a  year  had 
passed  when  he  was  seized  Avith  paralysis,  and  deprived  of 
the  power  of  utterance.  But  he  soon  so  far  recovered  his 
speech  as  to  be  able  to  furnish  abundant  assurance  of  the 
consolation  and  joy  he  felt  at  the  prospect  of  Heaven;  and 
the  following  month,  February  9,  1818,  in  the  seventy-ci'^hth 
year  of  his  age,  having  sustained  the  pastoral  office  for  nearly 
half  a  century,  he  fell  asleep  in  Jesus.  Thus,  at  the  end  of 
one  hundred  years  of  our  church's  lii.-tory,  closed  the  hd^ors 
of  only  its  fourth  pastor.  His  funeral  sermon  was  preaclied 
by  Rev.  Micah  Stone,  pastor  of  the  church  in  the  South  Pai-- 
ish,  from  Hebrews  13:  7  and  was  entitled,  ''A  Chri>ti:in  I'cd- 
ple's  Remembrance  of  their  Deceased  Pastor."  It  \->:is  puli- 
lished.  In  this  discourse  Mr.  Stone  says  of  lSh\  \\  ard,  "  As 
a  preacher  he  was  evangelical,  plain,  and  practical.  He  held 
a  very  respectable  standing  among  his  brethren  in  the  minis- 
try, and  in  all  the  neighboring  churches.  His  irjiparciit 
cerity  and  piety,  with  the  amiable  spirit,  the  sound  st'ntiments, 
and  practical  tendency  of  his  discourses,  rendered  him  acce[)t- 
able  and  edifying."  "  A  distinguishing  excellence  of  our 
departed  friend  was,  that  he  was  a  minister  out  ol'  the  judpir, 
as  well  as  in  it.  He  was  naturally  Ivuiil  and  .-'innl  in  liis  ti  rl- 
ino-s,  and  maintained  a  funilinr  :ind  rririiilK'  iiircrciuirse  with 
his  people.  He  readily  symi)athized  -witli  iln  in  in  their  joys 
and  sorrows;  and  was  much  disjiosed  to  l)enctit  tlicm  by  Ivi.'^ 
private  instructions  and  ])rayers.  Plis  afi'abiliiv  ;nid  jxilitc- 
ness  endeared  him  to  tlieir  hearts,  and  I:i\  (ii-mM  v  di-pnM  d  iIkmu 
to  religion  and  its  ser\iccs.  Of  him  \ve  ni;iy  truly  say  lie 
'AllnrVl  to  brighter  worlds  and  led  \hc  ^v,^y.■  " 


DuriiiLr  Ih--^  miuistry  the  church  \va.s  strenethened  bv  a  total 
accession  of  Tin:EE  ih  ndkku  and  senen rv-EiGur  me.m- 
iu:i:s. 

Annjiig  the  publloatiun.-  ui\Mr.  W :u\\  is  a  sermon  preached 
at  ilic  t'lineral  nf  Kev.  Xathaii  Ki;ko.  1).  I)..  ITV'J  :  and  a  ser- 
ninii  iVoin  II.  IVt.  r  1:  l:.,  il.  Iivered  on  the  'J'hirtv-Secoud 
Aiiiii\ t-r>ary  ot"  his  uwn  <  )rdin;itiun,  October  2^,  Im.Io,  and 
piibli-htMl  at  the  creneral  request  of  the  hearers. It  i.-  note- 
worthy, as  inilicatiuLi:  the  irrowih  of  the  popuhition  of  the 
{)ari.--h  .-Inoc  that  time,  and  i)crha[)S,  also,  as  showiuij  the 
present  increased  rate  ot'  mortality,  that,  during  those  thirtv- 
two  years  of  hi<  mini-try.  thrre  ^vere,  aiX'orilinu  to  the  last 
naiUL-d  L)iscourse,  but  ••  thrtr  hundred  and  t wciitv-ciudit 
deaths.  rcckoiiinLT  .-fveral  who  died  in  the  armv  in  the  late 
Iif\  olutionary  \\  ar,  and  inrludin_:j:  several  .-traHLrers  ^\ho  died 
in  thi<  place,"' — an  averaLTe  of  oidy  about  ^ /(  deaths  per  vear, 
while  in  these  recent  years,  the  averaLTC  annual  niortalit\-  has 
risen  to  nearly  forti/.  It  i-.  moreover,  a  siLrnificant  fact  that, 
within  the  >amc  period  ot'  thirty-two  years,  fi\t^  hundred  and 
five  elnldren  were  bapti/ed,  <.r  an  averai;e  of  nearlv  sirtecn 
annually  ;  whereas,  at  the  |iresent  time,  not  mm-e  than  r'.nir 

or         (diildreii  ea.di  year  receive  this  Scriptural  Seal  ;  be- 

trayiriL,'  thu-  a  .-trauLrc  laxity  (.n  tin-  ]>art  of  the  (diur(di  in 
tlie.se  days  in  refereiK-e  to  lutant  r.aj.ti-ui.  and  re\cahni,'  a 
wi.Ie  :ind  ini warrantable  ilej.:irtur.\  iu  this  particular,  from 
till-  faith  an.l  praetiee  ,,f  our  fithers  :  -a  ea.-e  which,  it  i<  (,, 
be  n-i^rctted,  is  Mot  without  its  parallel,  in  niuneroii>  in>tan<'es, 
amon-  the  prof       Hy  p-  d.-bapti-t  .diureh.v-  of  tlu'  land. 

liev.  I'diakim  I'h.dps,  the  fifth  pastor,  w.i>  b..in  :if  Heh  her- 
town,  Ma^^achuMtt-.  March  l!",  IT'.'o.  Hj,  pments  were 
!>•  I    I '.liakim  an  I  M  ULr-uet  i  ( 'emib-  i  IMielp,.     He  wa>  Lrr.id- 


iiated  at  Union  College,  Scheneetadv,  in  1S14,  where  he  aLo 
pursued  his  theological  studies  ;  and  was  licensed  to  preach 
by  the  Consociation  of  Windham  County,  Connecticut,  Sep- 
tember, 1815.  He  was  ordained,  as  we  have  alreadv  noticed, 
associate  pastor  with  Mr.  Ward,  October  23,  1810.  The  ser- 
mon was  preached  from  11.  Corinthians  5  :  20,  by  liev.  Dr. 
Morse*  of  Charlestown. 

At  the  time  that  Mr.  Phelps  received  the  c:dl  to  settle  here, 
the  Half-way  Covenant  was  still  in  forcu,  althuugh  it  seems  to 
have  fallen  into  disuse  two  years  previously,  in  1814.  But 
Mr.  Phelps  made  it  a  condition  of  his  acceptance  ot'  tlir  call 
that  that  covenant  should  be  abolished.  Accordinolv  there 
stands  upon  the  church  books  this  gratifying  record,  datfd 
August  23,  1816. 

"  At  a  meetino;  of  the  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Brookfield,  convened 
by  previous  notice  for  the  purpose,  voted  unanimously  that  the  covenant 
commonly  called  the  Half-way  Covenant,  or  the  covenant  allowing  the 
privilege  of  Baptism  to  those  who  entered  into  it,  should  be  entirely  done 
away.  No  person  in  future  should  be  admitted  into  it ;  liut,  those  who 
have  enjoyed  it,  should  be  permitted  to  enjoy  it  one  nmnth  from  the  date 
hereof." 

But,  as  Dr.  Phelps  says,  "the  evil  did  not  cjul  wiili  the 
voting  it  out."  The  pernicious  effects  o\'  the  cumhiii  fccimic 
particularly  apparent  during  the  great  revi\al  -wliu  li  mhui  at- 
tended the  labors  of  Mr.  Phelps  in  1818.  Tlii.  rhur-  h.  Ilk,' 
many  others,  at  that  time  Avas  conij)oscd  lai-gely  u\'  li(>ad>  of 
families,  a  considerable  number  nf  wlinni  eanie  in  ihr  llali- 
way  Covenant  plan,  without  any  experience  of  the  renewing 

*Jeclicliah  Morse,  D.  D.,  known  as  "the  father  of  Americau  geography, 
n^as  born  at  Woodstock,  Connecticut  in  1761 ;  was  graduated  at  Yale  College 
in  1783,  and  died  at  New  Haven  in  182G.    Trof.  Morse,  the  inventor  of  the 
Telegraph,  is  his  son. 


ami  .-unotitViiiLi:  itirtuences  of  grace  in  their  souls.  As  a  conse- 
quence, "  when  the  revival  oaine.  there  were  \<//va<  searchiiii/s 
ot'h'Surt^  in  the  churi'li  as  well  a-s  vut."  And,  "one  of  the 
most  niarkfil  features  of  that  revi\al,'"  as  Dr.  Phel[)S  says  he 
has  ever  consiJeretl  it,  **  wa-  the  number  of  conversions  in  tJu 
church."  This  revival,  as  bcln;^:  the  tirst  which  occurreil  in 
the  histt>rv  oi"  the  church,  of  such  manifest  power,  and  so  gen- 
eral in  its  extent,  deserves  a  snmcwhat  particular  mention.  It 
sliDuM,  however,  he  prcviou^l v  said,  as  having,  doubtless,  per- 
formed an  important  [)art  in  prcp,>rin<i  the  irui/  for  the  revival, 
that  the  ^b»nthlv  (/onccrt  of  praver  had  l>cen  introduced  in 
l"^l'"i  ;  al-<i  a  meetin',^  fi»r  praver  weeklv  «>n  V\  ednesday  eveu- 
inif,  and  a  third  service  on  the  Sabbath.  Prior  to  this  time, 
meetin  j,s  tbr  praver,  with  tip' e.xeeption  ot' small  neighborhood 
meetinLfs,  were,  for  the  mo.^t  pai't.  unknown  :  thev  were,  at 
least,  an  aiiomalv.  Kes]  ting  the  introduction  of  the  Sab- 
bath e\ eniniT  >er\ ier.  I'r.  I'lii  lp-  savs.  "  rile  people  ot' Ih'ook- 
fieM,  wlirii  I  went  aiuoiij  (hem.  Were  in  the  hal>it  oi"  oliserv- 
iu'^-  .^aturdav  evening  a.>  holy  time,  or  rather  lott  obser\ini:; 
Salibath  evening.  1  ln'ir  (•u,>tom  wa<,  as  thev  were  dnv-sed  in 
their  '^o-to-meeting  -nit,  to  .■-|i.  nil  Sabbath  evening  in  social 
(diat  among  the  neighbors.  It  wa>  easy  to  .<ec  that  whatever 
of  seriou.-ness  might  havt^  been  impressed  on  their  minds  bv 
tlu'  services  of  the  day,  was  almo^i  sui"e  to  be  bani>ln  d  and 
destroved  by  the  go.s>ip  ,,f  the  evening.  To  meet  this  state 
ol' things,  I  determined  to  try  the  eti.  et  of  a  third  ser\  ice  tor 
the  evemnu'-     II  worki  d  it  lluallv 'j;rew  into  a  custom, 

and  lor  tin'  L:r«'ater  portion  ot"  my  mini>trv  1  had  three  servi(H\s 
on  eaci)  Sabbath.  1  tlunk  that  (  io  1  owned  and  blessed  the 
third  si-r\  ice  tpul>-  a-  •  \id"  ntly  a-  eiih<  i-  of  the  others." 

In  til''  I  all  ot   1^1  I    th'  ie  \ver<'  some  tokens  ot  a  re\i\al. 
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and  six  or  seven  were  made  hopeful  subjects  of  srace.  lu 
the  course  of  the  year  ten  were  added  to  the  church.  Three 
years  before,  also,  there  occurred,  as  we  have  seen,  a  season, 
of  special  religious  interest  with  very  marked  results.  But.  to 
quote  Dr.  Phelps'  own  words  again: 

"  A  revival,  in  the  form  and  aspects  in  which  it  developed  itself  in 
1818,  was,  to  most  of  the  people,  a  new  thing;  and  it  encountered  no 
small  degree  of  opposition.  Some  of  the  church-members  refused,  at 
first,  to  let  their  families  attend  our  meetings.  The  school-house  where 
we  held  them  was  closed  against  us,  and  the  powers  of  darkness  seemed 
to  be  putting  forth  the  utmost  of  their  strength  to  stop  the  work.  But 
it  was  of  God,  and  it  went  forward.  I  was  myself  a  mere  novice  in 
I'evivais  ;  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  compassionating  my  weakness,  seemed  to 
take  the  work  into  his  own  hands  ;  and  a  very  thorough  and  delightful 
work  it  was.  It  continued  in  greater  or  less  power  for  more  than  a  year. 
Fifty-three  were  added  to  the  church  in  one  day  (December  13,  ISlS,) 
and  the  whole  number  of  conversions,  including  some  who  joined  other 
churches,  was,  probably,  not  less  than  one  hundred." 

Dr.  Phelps  evidently  understates  the  number  ;  for  our  cat- 
alogue shows  an  accession  to  our  own  membership,  during 
1818  and  1819,  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen,  may  prop- 
erly be  reckoned  as  the  fruits  of  that  work  of  grace.  And 
during  his  entire  pastorate  of  ten  years  there  were  added  in 
all  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-EIGHT,  of  whom  one  liuinlrnl 

and  forty  were  on  profession. 

In  the  year  1819,  April  9,  our  present  Confession  of  Faith 
was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  church,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

The  Covenant  now  in  use  is  the  same,  with  tlio  exception  of 
a  few  unimportant  verbal  alterations,  whicli  was  adopted  when 
the  church  was  first  organized.* 


*The  Covenant  may  be  fouad  in  tlie  Appeadi.x,  Note  II. 
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In  1^23  we  find  Mr.  Phelps  laboring  outside  the  limits  of 
his  own  parish,  in  connection  with  a  revival  in  the  city  ot 
Boston  ;  and,  at  a  nieetin^r  of  this  church  in  August  of  that 
vcar,  ••  it  was  amiounced  that  individuals  of  Park  ^>treet 
Cliurch,  Bostun.  had  presented  to  the  First  Church  in  Brook- 
field  a  •  Bible  for  tlu  Hc-k."  in  c aisideration  of  services  ren- 
dered in  the  revival,  by  the  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in 
Brnokficld.  whereupon  it  was  unanimously — 

Rrsolrcil,  That  tiie  church  roooivod  with  lively  sentiments  of  grnti- 
tudothis  expression  ..f  Chri>tian  kindness  and  attachuioiit,  and  cordially 
return  their  thanks  (or  the  .>raiv.e."' 

It  was  further  voted  that  the  pastor  be  requested  to  transmit 
0.  copy  of  this  resolution  to  the  donors,  and  also  that  it  be  in- 
serted in  the  Becord>  of  the  Church. 

.March  -Jl,  1^-''.  Mr.  Ph.  l[is  proposed  a  dissolution  of  his 
mini-t.  rial  relation,  in  ord.  r  to  accc[)t  the  position  o\  Princi[ial 
of  the  Female  Idas.-ical  Seminary  which,  at  that  time,  and 
{'ov  some  years,  existetl  and  tlourl.dud  in  thi-  i>lace.  I  his  re- 
rpicst  bein'4  urantrd.  he  preached  his  farewell  sermon  dune 
l^th.  although  the  f(rmal  dissolution  ot'  the  pastoral  relation 
did  not  take  jilace  until  the  -Joth  day  of  October  t'ollowlng. 

Nut  Ion.:  afterwards  he  accept<'d  an  in\  itation  to  become 
Principal  ot'  the  Female  Seminary  at  Pilt-fn  ld.  ddie  pastor 
<.f  the  ,diur<di  there  being  lai'l  .i-^ide  by  >ickne><.  Mr.  1 'helps 
was  ).l:n-ed  in  (diaru'e  of  the  ptdpit.  d'h.  re  lolloped  almost 
imm -dlat.  Iv  an  exten.-ive  work  of  grace,  during  whi-d),  it  w.a.s 
jud'^'ed,  at  li'a>t  thrc.^  hundred  souls  were  convtu  ted  totdirist. 
iMi'-oura'.'cd  bv  this  .<e:d  of  the  di\ine  1  !es,..lng  upon  his  preaeh- 
iiv,  h«'  v.a^^  h  i  at  once  to  vnnder  his  connection  ^^ith  the 
Seminarv.  and  in  1*^2'.',  he  ac-epted  a  call  to  the  Pr(>>by i(>rlan 
( 'hurch.  Ceneva.  New  York,  where  lie  hail  a  most  .^ucres.sful 
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pastorate  of  six  years,  during  Avbich  time  more  than  four  hun- 
dred members  were  added  to  the  church.  An  attack  of  cholera 
in  1834  so  far  broke  down  his  constitution,  and  impaired  Ins 
health,  that  he  was  compelled,  at  length,  to  relinquish  his 
charge,  and  retire  from  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry.  In 
the  autumn  of  the  following  year  he  was  elected  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  of  the  American  Education  Society  for  the 
Southern  field,  with  his  residence  in  Philadelphia  :  the  duties 
of  which  office  he  continued  to  discharge  till  1S4T,  and  the 
next  year  removed  to  Stratford,  Connecticut,  where  he  hoped 
to  spend  his  days  in  retirement.  But  less  than  three  years 
afterwards,  he  returned  to  Philadelphia,  where  lie  continued, 
preaching,  much  of  the  time,  for  some  years,  though  without 
a  charge.  At  present  he  is  residing  with  one  of  his  sons  in 
Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  where  he  enjoys  "good  health" 
and  "  great  comfort  and  peace  of  mind  "  in  the  seventy-eighth 
year  of  his  age.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  I)i\  inity  was  con- 
ferred upon  him  in  184-2  by  his  own  Alma  Mater. 

The  publications  of  Dr.  Phelps  are,  a  Sermon  preached  at 
the  funeral  of  Judge  Dvvight  Foster  in  Brookfield,  1823  :  an 
Oration  delivered  on  the  4th  of  July  at  Geneva,  Xew  York, 
1832;  a  Tract  entitled  "  Lydia  Sturtevant,  or  The  Fatal  lles- 
olution,"  1833  three  Adresses,  delivered  re^pcetively  at 
New  York,  Boston,  and  Detroit ;  and  a  uuiiibcr  of  arlifdi  s  in 
the  Philadelphia  Observoi-  of  whose  editorial  department  ])r. 
Phelps  had  charge  for  about  two  years. 

The  same  day  on  which  jMr.  Phelps  was  dismissed,  (Octo- 


-A  prize  tract,  one  of  ten  to  wliicli  prizes  of  ■'SjO  each  were  awardoil  cut  of 
more  tlian  five  hundred  competitors.  It  had  a  sale  of  140,0i"»0  within  tlic  first 
six  montlas.  It  is  a  true  narrative  of  a  case  that  occurred  in  Brooldiold  during 
his  ministry  here. 


bor  25,  lS2i3,)  the  <l.\th  [)astur,  Kev.  .Ic'.'^e|ih  I.  Foot  was  or- 
dulned.  Mr.  I'uut  was  bom  November  IT.  lT',''j,  at  A\  ater- 
town,  Connecticut  ;  \vas  graduated  at  Union  College  in  l"^:!!. 
and  studied  theology  at  Andover  Seminary.  At  his  ordination 
Kev.  Thomas  Snell.  1'.  I'.  <<t"  Xnith  Brooktield  made  the  in- 
troductory prayer;  the  si.rnion  was  preached  from  I.  Corinth- 
ians o  :  bv  Rev.  Ileman  IIuniphrL  V.  1  K  1  >..  l^resident  of  Am- 
herst College  ;  consecrating  [)rayer,  by  lic\ .  Micah  Stone  of 
Brookfield,  South  Parish  ;  charge  to  the  pastier,  by  TJev.  Tiui- 
othv  M.  Co()lev,  1).  1).  of  (  iranville  ;  right  hand  of  fellowship, 
by  Kuv.  Munson  (iaylord  of  ^^'estern  (A\'arrcn);  charge  to 
the  people,  i)v  Kev.  dohn  Fiske  of  New  Braintree  :  and  con- 
cluding [)raver,  bv  Kev.  Fdiakiiu  Fhclps,  former  pastor. 

A  powertul  wurk  of  grace  soon  followed  the  labors  of  the 
new  pastor,  and  tin' year  1  ^Ll7  is  one  ot' the  niemoral)le  revival 
vears  in  our  history.  1  hiring  that  year  scventi/six  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  church  >>n  protession  ot"  taith. 

Atu  r  a  pastorate  o*'  i'wc  and  a  iialf  \  ears,  in  ^vhil"h  time  oNK 
itr.VDur.i)  AM)  1  wr.NT V- r\V( )  were  added  to  the  chur.di.  of 
whom  twontv-fivc  united  bv  h  itcr,  Mr.  I  ^lot  was  dismissed, 
at  his  own  ri'([U('St,  Mav  1,  1  "^-IJ. 

The  tbllMwiug  yi-ar  In-  a-.-unn-d  the  (diar^re  of  the  church 
in  .'^'aluia.  Nfw  \  ork,  where  he  labincd  two  vears.  lii  I  ^oO 
he  accepted  a  eall  Irnni  the  ehuridi  in  (  "orlland  in  ihi-  same 
state,  antl  eontinuecl  ju.>  labors  there  till  l^'.T.  lie  accepted 
an  imitation  to  the  j)a>tiir;ite  ot  the  (hureh  in  Knoxvillc, 
'I'enne.-sff,  in  l'^->'.';  and,  two  months  atteiward,  wa<  eliosen 
I're.-ident  ot'  Washington  ( 'olle^;c  in  that  state.  In  the  ibl- 
jowuig  Maridi  he  rei-ei\eil  tiom  the  ( 'olieije  the  decree  of 
Poetor  of  l>i\inity.  "  Hi,  .MMinhiv,  (he  'Ji'ih  of  .\pril,  l^jii, 
:m  he  was  ri'bng  to  \\  aduni^ton  ( 'olle^e  to  be  Inauixurated 
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president,  his  horse  took  frifrht  as  he  was  descending  a  hill, 
and  he  was  violently  thrown  against  a  rock  ;  Lv  which  oc- 
currence three  of  his  ribs  Avere  broken,  and  his  lungs  pierced 
by  the  splinters.  He  lingered  in  great  distress  for  twenty- 
two  hours.  On  the  next  day,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  the  day 
before  his  expected  inauguration,  he  expired  in  thr  forty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age." 

Mr.  Foot's  "Historical  Discourse  on Brookfield,'"  dfll\-crcd 
on  the  day  of  the  annual  Thanksgiving,  November  27,  1S28, 
and  subsecjuently  published  with  a  valuable  Appendix  of 
forty-eight  pages,  is  a  lasting  monument  of  his  faitlit'ul  re- 
search, and  a  rare  accjuisition  to  the  annals  of  this  ancient 
town. 

The  seventh  pastor  was  Rev.  Francis  Horton.  He  was 
born  in  Boston,  November  29,  1803  ;  prepared  tbr  college 
chiefly  under  the  instruction  of  Pev.  Enoch  Pond  ot'  ^\  anl. 
now  better  known  as  Dr.  Pond,  Professor  at  Bangor,  (  -Me.) 
Theological  Seminary,  and  was  graduated  at  Brown  (  niver- 
sity  in  1828.  He  studied  theology  with  licv.  S.  Hnhncs  of 
New  Bedford  ;  was  approbated  to  preach  l>y  the  <  )M  Colony 
Association,  and  ordained  Decemlxn-  2,  ^^^2'■\  at  1  >ai-iiiii>utli, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  labored  in  the  minisiry  abmit  two 
years.  He  was  installed  pastor  of  this  cluireh  Augu.-t  !.>, 
1832,  three  months  and  a  half  from  the  day  ol'  Mr.  I'^oot's  dis- 
mission. The  Council  met  for  the  cxaminatiim  of  the  candi- 
date the  previous  evening,  and  organized  by  the  choice  ot 
Eev.  John  Fiske  of  New  Ih-aintree,  modiM-ator.  and  Ivcv. 
Joseph  S.  Clark  of  Sturbi-idge,  seribe.  The  in.-talhiiion  ser- 
vices occiu-red  the  next  day  in  the  forenoon,  a  prayer-meeting 
havino-  been  held  the  same  morning  at  sunri.-e,  with  reference 
to  the  occasion.    The  parts  pm-fornied  were  as  follows  :  prayer 
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by  Rev.  Airjustus  1).  Keeil  nt'  ^\':u•t^  Fir<t  Church  :  sermon 
liv  Thomas  Snell.  I  '  1  >.  of  North  Brookfiekl ;  installing 

prayer  l)y  liev.  John  Fi-ke  of  New  Braintreo  ;  charije  to  the 
pastor  hy  Rev.  Joseph  \'alll  of  Briaitielcl  ;  ri^ht  hand  of  fel- 
lowship by  Bev.  Juhn  ^^'iKIer  of  Charlton  :  charge  to  the  peo- 
ple hy  Rev.  Micah  Stone  of  Brookfiekl,  South  Parijh  :  con- 
ckuling  prayer  hy  Rev.  Ciiarles  Fitch  of  Western  (now 
'Warren  ).  Other  churches  represented  in  the  Council  were 
A\'are  (East)  and  Millhury. 

'1  he  relation  thu>  hap[iilv  formed  continued  for  nine  rears 
and  ohe  month,  when  l>y  mutual  council,  at  Mr.  Horton's 
own  request,  it  was  tris<(il\eil  September  15,  1^-11.  The 
winter  following  he  spent  at  the  South,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health. 

In  IS  b')  he  was  elected  jvastor  of  the  Orthodox  Cou'jreLra- 
tional  ('hureh  in  \\'est  (_"aml>ridge,  and  retired  from  that  of- 
fice in  ISot.  F  irly  in  the  year  ISoil,  he  received  a  call  to 
thr  pa>tiiral  care  of  the  (dutridi  in  r>:urin'j:tiui,  Rhode  L^land, 
whiidi  was  didy  accepted  :  :in(|  thrie  his  labiu-s  are  still  con- 
tinui'd.  lb-  has  published  "  A  Biographv  of  Jane  Bailev," 
and  "  l  ire-.^ide  Lfctures  for  Sal)bath  1'. vfninij,s." 

huring  the  mini-try  ot'  Mr.  ib»rtMn  lu'ic.  the  (diundi  was 
grcatlv  blessed  and  .<treiiiithrnf,l.  (  )Nr.  iiimiki  i)  an  d 
MM.  IV  were  add<d  l<>  the  fhiuidi,  of  wiiiun  unc  hundicd 
and  t  irtv  were  riMM  i\eil  on  j)rotession  of  I'.iilh.  rw<i  .reasons 
of  dr.  p  .mil  ."Special  r«digiou-  interest  were  enjoved,  —  in  18o.") 
and  1"^:'.'.'.  Ihit  thi>  year  F*^;'>."»  deserve.-  (>spoei.\llv  to  b(^  eom- 
memoiati  d  a-  on.-  ot  *' th<' years  of  the  riijht  hand  of  the  Mo,-t 
lli^h,"  when  (iod  poured  out  his  S|iirit  miijhtilv,  and  [jr.i- 
clouslv  tinned  the  feet  of  m:inv  into  the  wav  of  life.  In  lii.it 
one  year,  eighty-nine  maile  a  j)ublie  pmfe.-sion  of  their  faith. 
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and  united  with  the  church.    This  seems  to  have  been  a  cid- 
minating  point  in  the  prosperity  and  growth  of  the  church. 
The  Largest  membership  that  the  church  has  ever  had  was  at 
the  close  of  the  year  1835,  after  all  the  sheaves  of  that  pre- 
cious harvest  had  been  gathered  in.    There  were,  at  that  time, 
three  hundred  and  eighty-one  members.    By  frequent  "  times 
of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord"'  the  church,  for 
many  years,  previously,  had  been  very  perceptibly  increasing 
in  numbers,  beyond  all  the  annual  losses  from  deaths  and  re- 
movals.   For  instance,  Mr.  Phelps  found  the  church  in  1  SIG 
with  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  members  ;  saw  that  number 
swelled  to  three  hundred  and  forty  within  tliree  years  ;  and 
left  the  church  in  1826  with  a  membership  of  two  hundred 
and  ninety,  —  a  total  gain,  during  his  pastorate,  of  fiftv-fuur. 
Mr.  Foot  immediately  took  the  church  with  two  hundred  and 
ninety  members;  saw  it  increased  within  two  }cars  to  three 
hundred  and  sixty-six  ;  and  left  it  in  lSo2  with  amember.^hip 
of  three  hundred  and  forty-two,  —  a  gain,  during  his  entire 
pastorate,  of  fifty-two.    Mr.  Horton  found  the  church  with 
three  hundred  and  thirty-six  members  ;  and  was  permitted, 
in  a  little  more  than  three  years,  to  see  the  number  rise  to 
three  hundred  and  eighty-one.    But  from  that  time,  notwith- 
standing the  revival  of  1839  brought  an  accession  of  twenty- 
nine  members,  the  yearly  losses  more  tlian  balance  the  gains, 
so  that  Mr.  Horton  left  the  chui-ch  in   l  4 1  with  a  in(  nd)er- 
ship  of  three  hundred  and  forty-five,  —  a  total  gain  of  nidy 
nine,  or  one  member  for  each  year  of  his  pastorate  :  altliough 
it  should  be  said  that  the  average  yearly  losses  by  death  and 
ordinary  dismission,  during  those  nine  years,  Avcrc  very  un- 
usually great. 

From  the  year  1835  onwards,  the  records  ,-how  a  gradual 
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decrease  in  the  membership  of  the  church  tor  a  period  of  nearly 
thirty  years  ;*  though  nut  all  of  those  years,  bv  anv  means, 
were  without  some  cheering  tokens  of  the  divine  blessing. 
The  cause  of  this  lapse  into  spiritual  coldness,  and  of  this  long 
decline  will  soon  appear. 

F(jur  months  after  the  disnilsjion  of  Mr.  Ibirtun,  January 
\-.  I^IJ.  the  eighth  pastor  was  settled,  Kev.  :\Ioses  Chase. 
The  brief  [>erlod  of  Mr.  (  'base's  pastorate  tbrms  a  black 
chapter  In  the  hi.>tory  of  this  church,  the  particulars  of 
whlcii  It  would  neither  be  pleasant  nor  profitable  to  recall. 
Suffice  It  to  say  that  the  troubles  and  distresses  of  that  most 
unhappy  period  grew  out  of  the  fierce  antaironlsms  that 
were  engendered  by  the  new  anti-slavery  movements  of  the 
time.  The  con>ervative  wing  of  the  ehureli,  headed  bv  a 
strong-willed,  dl-j)utatlous.  and  not  over  discreet  pastor, 
arrayed  against  a  less  nund)er  of  earnest,  determined,  and 
somewhat  excited  radieuls.  will  iiidi(\ite,  in  a  word,  tlie  pain- 
ful attitude  of  atialr.-^.  The  .strife  at  first  heated,  soon  be- 
came bitter,  and  even  violent.  The  chundi  seemed  almost 
wholly  to  have  forgotten  her  covenant  with  ( Jod  and  witli 
eachothrr:  and  (iod  wouM  aj^iiear  well-ni^r],  (,,  l,.jy^. 
sakrii  tin-  church. 

it  i>  lumecessary  to  .<ay  that  the  .-ause  of  rellLrion  lauL^ub-hed 
hen-;  the  heart  of  this  |)eoplr  >•  waxed  gro>^  their  ears  'i-row 
''dull  of  hearing  ;"  and  the  Lord's  ch(.,-.Mi  bctMnir .-m  a.-ton- 
Idiiii-  iit  .and  a  hiving  "  in  th.'  coiniiuuilly, — uiuil.  at  leiii^Mh.  the 
."^tate  of  things  became  so  intol.  rable  that  the  (dumdi,  failin<^ 
to  .secure  ihi-  coDeurrcnei-  of  the  pa>tor  in  the  callin-^'  of  ;i 
Mutual  < 'oun'-ll.  was  ..blig.'d  to  resort  to  the  extra(»rdin.u-v 

•  I'nr  Si  romploto  tnMo  nf  th<>  .mnu.nl  nrroMinn-i  nn.l  r.>mor.il.<,  from  tlio  yc.ir 
ISir,  to  iho  prcioiil  Umo  (l.%7)  sec  Appciulix,  Note  III. 


measure  of  an  Ex-parte  Council,  by  whose  advice  Mr.  Chase 
was  dismissed  October  28,  1S43,  after  a  dreary  pastorate  of 
twenty-one  and  a  half  tempestuous  months. 

Although  since  those  unprupitious  years,  God,  in  o-reat 
mercy,  has  revisited  his  people,  and  sent  upon  them  repeat- 
edly the  refreshing  showers  of  his  grace,  yet.  of  the  d.-plur- 
able  evils  entailed  upon  the  church  by  the  hot  haste  and  rash 
measures  of  that  stormy  period,  some  unwelcome  traces  arc 
visible  to  this  day,  after  the  lapse  of  a  quarter  of  a  centurv. 

But  while  we  remember  with  unfeigned  o-rief.  the  sore 
misfortunes  which  then  befell  the  chiu-cli,  it  atf  nds  us  great 
gratification,  and  is  an  occasion  of  devout  tlianktuhiess  to  God, 
that  previous  to  that  time,  througli  tire  long  succession  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  years,  the  chui-rh  liad  CDjoved  aluiost 
an  unbroken  peace.  To  an  imusual  degree,  this  chun  h  and 
community  had  borne  the  character  of  a  united,  hajipw  and 
prosperous  people.  Dr.  Phelps,  alluding  to  ihr  time  \\  \\ri\  lie 
entered  upon  his  ministry  here,  says  : — The  cluueh  and  jiar- 
ish  had  long  been  distinguished  for  the  peace,  ([uiet.  ami  harmo- 
ny which  had  existed  among  themselves.  It  wa-  ut'iin  -aid 
me,  by  ministers  and  others,  tliat  they  rcgardr(l  W'c.-t  llriH,h- 
field  as  the  best  congregation  in  the  country.  Thry  werr  ]>vi>- 
verbially  a  ministerial  people;  and  T  tound  ihrni  ilminL:  thi' 
whole  of  my  residence  among  theui.""  Let  u.-  hM|ir  ihai  .-urh 
is  to  be  our  record  in  the  years  and  gcMieraiinn-  in  r,iim\ 

For  a  short  time  after  iNFr.  (.'ha,-e"s  di.-uir-~inii.  hr  minis- 
tered to  a  portion  of  the  clnn-rh  and  congi-fjal ii \\  \\n  way- 
shiped  in  what  was  called  Mr.  Lam-i.n  -  Ifdh  I'mi.  in  less 
than  a  year,  we  find  the  elnn-eh  agam  iinu>  d  m  liarnmniow^ 
action  with  reference  to  the  .-enlena  iii  <  if  an- a  Inn-  mini-tcr. 

As  regards  the  ])ersonal  hi-tni  \  d  Mi-,  ('ha-r.  1  h  i\''  ut- 
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tci  lv  tailed  to  obtain  ;inv  satiitactory  information.  hence  he 
cuiiio,  wliere  he  was  educated,  whither  lie  went,  and  whether 
or  nut  he  now  survives,  has  not  heen  definitely  ascertained. 
II  '  is  believed,  however,  still  to  be  living  with  his  taniily  at 
JMattsburgh,  New  Y(jrk. 

The  ninth  pastor  was  Kev.  Leonanl  S.  Parker.  II.'  was 
born  December  'i.  \^\'2.  at  lUinbarton,  New  I  lani[»shire ; 
fitted  for  college  at  the  Dojton  Latin  .^chool.  and  entered 
Dartmouth  College  in  1'^:V2:  but.  on  account  of  ill  health,  lett 
before  the  time  of  graduation.  In  li  ith  of  these  institutions, 
as  a  scholar  he  ranked  first  in  his  class.  He  studied  tour 
years  at  Obcrlin  ( "ollegiate  Institute:  was  a[)probated  to 
preach  bv  the  Lorain  ( 'ounty  Association,  (^hio.  in  L^^^m, 
ami  was  ordained  as  an  L\  an'j:cll<t  at  Fitch\  ille.  (.)hio.  LV' - 
comber  l'>,  of  the  same  year.  He  wa<  in<talleil  first  pastor 
of  the  CoULTrt'Liational  ( 'hurcli  in  M  uisfield.  (  )hio.  Septeudter 

1^:'."^.  where  In^  continued  a  little  mori'  than  two  vear,-. 
Decemljcr  li"^.  l"^!",  he  was  iur-talled  pastor  of  High  Street 
(  "hureh.  I'nividence.  iJhoile  I.-Iaud  and  w;is  dismissed  bv 
reason  of  t'ailure  ot"  health,  (  )ctober  l^^-l-l.  He  \\  a<  in- 
stalled jiastor  ot'  this  ehuridi  Di-ctanber  1'.',  I'^N.  '1  he  public 
exercises  were  as  billows  : — 

luvoeatiou  and  reading:  ot"  the  Scripture-  bv  Lev.  (  no^\  ) 
Xahum  (iali-  ot"  th'-  Ivi-t  (  ">  mgregat  ional  ('hureh,  ^^  are  : 
.-enunn  bv  lo  v.  ThiiUiii-  Snrll.  D.  I>.  ..f  Ni.rlh  Ib-ooktitdd  : 
installing'  pra\er  bv  lo  \.  .b.hn  I  id..  .  lb  I>.  nt'  \e\v  L>rain- 
Iree;  (diar're  to  the  jri.t,.i-by  K\\.  I>.  K'.  An~tiu  ol"  SturbricL'e  : 
ii'_dit  hand  ot"  trlf  •w-hiji  b\  be\ .  L\ 'ii:in  \\  hitiuL:  "f  I'roidx- 
lield  (  S'lnth  l*.»ri-h  )  :  address  to  the  ]ie<iple  bv  Io  \.  Le\i 
I'aekard  ot  Speneer  ;  and  concduilinLT  praver  bv  lu  \  .  dr.uu-s 
I\  imli  ill  of  (  )  ikham. 
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Mr.  Parker's  ministry  here  was  begun  under  tlie  most 
trying  and  discouraging  circumstances.  He  found  both 
the  church  and  the  society  rent  in  twain  on  the  subjecL 
of  slavery,  and  the  whole  community  in  a  pitiable  state 
of  agitation.  Among  his  first  acts  as  pastor  was  the  in- 
troduction of  a  series  of  resolutions  upon  slavery,  condemn- 
ing in  the  strongest  terms  that  system  of  oppression  as 
"a  flagrant  sin  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  an  enormou?  injurv 
to  man."  These  resolutions  were  adopted  by  ilic  church, 
January  16,  1845. 

But  the  fires  of  passion  could  not  in  a  moment  be  staved. 
It  was  a  time  of  "  strong  delusion  "  in  this  whole  region  of 
country.  Under  the  cloak  of  zeal  against  the  system  of  shiv- 
ery, a  fierce  attack  was  made  in  manv  (piarters  upon  the  sa- 
cred institutions  of  religion.  Convention-  pi-oirs-ciHy  called 
in  the  interests  of  anti-slaverij^  partook  largclv  of  the  char- 
acter of  anti-Christian  conventions.  The  Bible  was  .-uli- 
jected  to  an  unfair  criticism  ;  the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath 
called  in  question  ;  the  Church  grossly  slandered,  and  the 
Ministry  maligned. 

It  was  in  this,  as  in  too  many  churche,-  of  the  ('oinnion- 
wealth,  a  time  of  great  spiritual  (lenrih.  l'"roni  didy  7.  1  ^:'0, 
to  November  1,  1846,  a  period  of  more  than  seven  years,  in- 
cluding the  last  two  years  of  tlie  mini.-iry  of  .Mi-.  lbiri,,n.  ihe 
whole  of  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Chase,  and  nearly  the  hr.-t  two 
years  of  the  ministry  of  iNIr.  Parker,  th(M-c  was  not  one  addition 
to  the  church  by  profession.  No  other  su(di  perici.l  can  be 
shown  in  our  entire  history  ;  no  time  halt'.-n  dark,  di.-trcssing 
and  mournful  for  tlie  cause  of  Christ  and  the  |.rosj)»M-ity  of 
Zion.  But,  tlianks  to  Sovereign  (iraec-  undei-  the  gentle  and 
discreet  administration  of  Mr.  raikt-r  laiieor  ..t'  feeling  wa;* 


grearlj  subdued,  and  liapiiier  days  began  to  break  upon  i\n< 
sadly  divided  and  sorely  afriicted  people. 

In  the  latter  part  of  ls4.;.  t'uuv  persons  made  a  profession  of 
their  faith,  and  j.,ined  the  church.  In  1848  there  came  a 
refreshing  which  must  have  been  truly  delightful  after  the 
barrenness  of  the  preceding  years,  and  nineteen  were  gathered 
into  ihr  .■hun  h  as  the  fruit.  The  total  accession  to  the  church, 
during  .Mr.  Parker's  pastorate,  was  .■^ixtv-eigii i .  of  wh 
twenty-seven  were  admitted  on  profession.  He  was  di- 
Apill  7.  having  held  the  pastoral  office  a  little  more 

than  .-i.\  years. 

He  was  installed  pastor  ..f  the  Winter  Street  chur.  l,.  Ilav- 
-'i'"'-    '•  l^-">-"':  ;uid  was  <li>n)is.^ed  .March  I'li.  l«^o(i. 
The  following  year,  IVbnuu-y  l'O,  he  was  installed  over  the 
First  Church  in   I  >.  rry,  Xew  1 1  ainp,.hln'.  where  he  vet  re- 


oni 
nussed 


luaui,- 


publications  of  Mr.  Parker,  aM.lc  from  stated  corres- 
pondence for  the  w.ekly  religion,^  press,  arc:  -  Tlmutrhts 
on  Temperance,-  Providence.  IMI  :  -  A  Farewell  Senn..n," 
Providence,  1M:::  «•  A  Plea  tnr  Mi^.ions,-  West  Rrookficld, 
l-bi:  -  A  (innd  Xame^  —  fwo  1  )iscourse.-.  .uldrcvM-d  to  the 
Vnung  .Meuoi  W,,,,  Pr.M.kfudd.  IM-  and  -A  .^ermou  on 
the  day  of  the  .\niniai  Xate  I-'a>t."'  1  )errv,  ]>•;,",. 

The  .duirrh  remained  without  a  pallor  for  about  a  year 
:n.d  a  half,  when  (!„•  tenth  pa.^t..r,  b'ev.  ."-witt  P.\ in-toiK  Mic- 
'•••'•'I'-'l  t"  the  uthee.  He  was  ordained  and  in^alled  here 
.November  IT,  I Theco„n.<il  wa>  conipoM-d  of  mev^en-ers 
'■'•""1  th.  rh.uvh.-in  .\ew  Puaintr.-e.  \orih  lirookfuM.  p.n.ok- 
li.  ld.  Warren,  Ware  \  ill:,^.,.,  Spen.-.  r.  (  )aU,a.u.  (  )|d  .^outl. 
<  hureh,  K'.  adiiig.  and  Pin,-  .^ir-n  (  Iwuvl,,  P.mMom;  alx.  K'.-v 
Mc^sr-.  (lilbert  and  dranni-  oi"  W  .-^i  P.iook ti.ld. 
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The  ordination  services  were  as  follows  : — Invocation  and 
reading  of  the  Scriptures  by  Rev.  T.  G.  Colton  of  "^Vare 
Village ;  prayer  by  Rev.  John  Fiske,  D.  I),  of  Xew  Braintree  ; 
sermon  by  Rev.  (now  Dr.)  Henry  M.  Dexter  of  Boston  ; 
ordaining  prayer  by  Rev.  Levi  Packard  of  Spencer;  charge 
to  the  pastor  by  Rev.  Lyman  Whiting  of  Readinir :  rio:ht 
hand  of  fellowship  by  Rev.  C.  Gushing,  colleague  pastor 
North  Brookfield  ;  address  to  the  people  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Snell,  D.  D.  of  North  Brookfield  ;  and  concluding  praver  by 
Rev.  James  Kimball  of  Oakham. 

Mr.  Byington  was  born  in  Bristol,  Gonnecticut,  Februarv 
4,  1824  ;  studied  at  East  Hartford,  Gonnecticut,  Phihulel[)hia 
and  Providence,  Pennsylvania,  as  a  boy  :  fitted  for  college 
with  Rev.  Merrill  Richardson,  now  of  '\\'orcester  :  and  was 
graduated  at  Yale  Gollege  in  1847.  His  Tlien](ii_;ic;il  >tiidi(  - 
were  pursued  at  New  Haven  and  Andovcr  :  imd  he  received 
his  license  to  preach  at  East  Haddam,  Gonnecticut.  in  1^41'. 
Although  his  whole  ministry  here  was,  he  says,  "  an  cllort 
not  to  reap,  but  to  sow  deeply  good  seed,"  yet  it  pleased  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest  to  permit  him  to  see  at  least  some  of  the 
fruits  of  his  own  faithful  labors.  At  two  difiorent  seasons, 
particularly,  there  were  cheering  indication.^  of  the  >pirit"s 
presence  and  power,  when  (4od  crowned  his  efforts  wiili  suc- 
cess, and  gave  him  souls  for  his  hire.  In  lSo4:  ff teen,  and  In 
X358, — the  last  year  of  his  ministry, — ^eveyitern,  were  .idd.  d 
to  the  church  on  profession  of  faith  :  an'l,  dniing  ilir  six 
years  in  which  he  ministered  to  this  [icoplr,  tlic  (  Imifh  re- 
ceived an  aggregate  of  seventy  members,  forty-six  of  wlmm 
united  by  profession.  At  his  own  reipiot.  the  pastoral 
relation  was  dissolved  November  1,  1S5S.  After  leaving 
this  place,  he  preached  in  Ndrih     amliridge  .^Ix  nioiith^. 


three  years  in  Nnrtli  \\'..liurn.  uikI  served  one  _ve;\r  as 
ai-tini;  colleague  pastor  with  Hlaorden,  of  the  Old  South 
C'hurclu  Boston.  In  4.  .1  iilv  '.'>,  he  was  installed  pastor 
of  the  ConjTresational  Chureh  in  Stuneluini,  where  he  still 
continues  tu  labor. 

Within  eiirht  months  from  the  dismission  of  Mr.  V>y- 
ington,  the  eleventh  pastor.  Rev.  Christopher  M.  Cordley, 
was  settled.  He  was  born  in  Oxford,  England,  January 
•J,  1^:21  :  removed  at  an  early  age  to  Xottingham,  and, 
when  about  twelve  years  old,  emigrated  with  his  parents 
to  this  country,  while  euiployed  as  clerk  of  a  store  in  Ann 
Arbor.  Michigan,  he  prepared  himself,  with  little  help  from 
others,  tor  ^\'estern  Reserve  College,  Hudson.  Ohio,  at 
whieh  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1S44  with  the  hii^h- 
cst  honors  of  his  class.  Having  deviated  the  next  three 
years  to  the  study  of  theology  at  Xew  Haven  and  An- 
dover,  he  spent  tlu'  winter  of  1^47  and  l.'^4S  in  preaehing 
at  Montreal,  Caiuida.  In  August  1S49  he  was  ordained  in 
Hopkinton,  New  Hainpshii-e.  and  was  called  from  the  pas- 
torate of  that  chureh  to  West  liandolpii,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  was  installed  in  Mareh,  1S.")2.  and  whence  he  was 
dismissed  in  November,  1S.")S.  He  was  installed  pastori't' 
this  chui-ch  .lune  -J^.  1^.".'.>. 

The  services  ot'  the  instaUation  wore  as  follows  :  Invoca- 
tion ami  reading  of  the  Scriptures  by  liev.  William.  H. 

I'>  -bcrot"  North  lirooklicld,  ( I'liion  ( 'jnircln  ;  pra\"cr  bv 

Ki-v.  A.  v..  ]'.  I'crkins  ot'  Ware;  sernu>n  bv  Kcv.  li.  S. 
Stoir-.,  |).  1  >.  of  l>rainti-cc;  installing  pravcr  bv  liev. 
Martin  Tupp'M-  ot  llardwi.-k;  charge  to  the  ]iastor  bv 
R. -v.  Joseph  X'aill.  1'.  I>.  of  j'almcr;  right  haml  of  tellow- 
sb.ip  by  lb\.  ('.  ( 'uhliing  of  Noitli  H  rook  tie  Id  ;  addrcs.'^  to 
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the  people  bj  Rev.  Swift  Bvington,  former  pastor;  con- 
cluding prayer  by  Rev.  S.  S.  Smith  of  Warren. 

The  ministry  of  Mr.  Cordley  here  was  brief,  and  not 
altogether  happy.  He  retired  from  the  pastoral  office, 
June  23,  1862,  three  years,  wanting  five  days,  from  the 
day  of  his  installation,  du  riu2^  which  time  there  were 
THIRTY-EIGHT  accessions  to  the  church,  of  whom  eio-ht  only 
were  admitted  upon  profession.  But,  durhig  his  short 
pastorate,  Mr.  Cordley  rendered  the  church  an  exceed- 
ingly important  service.  By  untiring  patience  and  untold 
labor,  such  as  none  but  a  man  of  his  energy  would  ever 
have  consented  to  eudure,  aud  with  characteristic  accuracy 
aud  ingenuity,  he  prepared  and  published  a  complete  cat- 
alogue of  the  members  of  this  churcli.  with  an  alphabet- 
ical index,  from  the  year  1758  to  1861.  iMiibraeing  the 
entire  period  concerning  which  we  have  an\tliing  that 
can  be  called  records. 

By  the  aid  of  this  catalogue,  we  can  easily  find  ont  the 
full  name  of  almost  every  person  who  lias  united  with  this 
church,  whether  by  profession  or  by  letter,  during  tlie  last 
hundred  years;  when  and  whence  each  was  received,  and 
when  and  how  dismissed,  together  with  dates  of  marriages 
and  deaths.  Considering  the  meagreness  of  our  early  rec- 
ords, the  work  thus  acconi])li.~lied  is  a  marvel.  It  is 
something  which  not  one  man  in  ten  th(Misand  would  ever 
have  undertaken,  or,  if  tlu'v  h;id  ii m lertaken,  would  ever 
have  completed.  It  Avill  long  stand  a  witness  of  his  ]>ov- 
severing  industry.  It  has  pi-oved  of  essential  service  in 
the  preparation  of  the  present  discourse  :  and  it  is  not  ton 
much  to  say  that  by  the  production  dt'lhat  catalogue  Mr. 
Cordley  conferred  upon  the  church  a  histiug  benefit,  for 


40 

which  his  name  deserves  to  be  had  in  perpetual  remem- 
brance by  successive  generations. 

From  this  place  be  went  to  Lawrence,  Massachusetts, 
ami  was  installed  pastor  of  the  Central  Church  in  that  city 
in  October,  1SG2  ;  whore,  after  a  protracted  and  painful 
illness,  he  died  June  l'o.  1>oG,  a!::ed  lorty-tive  vears.  Mr. 
Cordley  was  a  man  of  exceeding  independence  of  mind, 
of  inflexible  firmness,  and  uf  great  daring.  By  his  lireth- 
ren  in  the  ministry  he  was  highly  esteemed  as  an  able 
and  faithful  minister,  an  accomplished  scholar,  an  earnest 
Christian,  and  a  man  of  rai'c  personal  worth. 

From  a  manusci-ipt  biogra[iliical  sketch  and  obituarv, 
prepared  by  l'rofess(_>r  Pai-k  of  And<)ver,  soon  after  Mr. 
Cordley's  decease,  and  io  which  I  am  indebted  for  most 
of  the  facts  already  presented  in  relation  to  his  personal 
history,  I  take  the  folhnving  exti'act  having  reference  to 
tlie  last  sickness  of  our  departed  brother:  —  In  tlie  jiroij- 
ress  of  his  disea.-^e,  his  trust  in  his  Redeemer  remained 
unfaltering,  ami  he  moved  forward  like  a  lirave  soldier 
with  the  assuranee  that  the  last  enemy  that  shall  be  de- 
stroyed is  death.  11  is  mind  was  often  wanderimr.  but  the 
name  <d'  desus  would  call  it  back  to  its  old  paths.  In  his 
delii-inm  he  would  be  sometimes  agitated,  but  the  voi(>e  (-if 
prayei- would  sonthe  him  into  rest;  and  when  the  halls  of 
his  ifason  seemed  I"  Ix-  lel'i  vacant,  one  of  the  sweet  sonijfs 
ot'  Zion  would  call  his  n-ason  back  to  its  deserted  luime." 

'^rin'  pres»Mit  j>a<t(U'  was  graduateil  at  ^'ale  Colloijo  in 
1S»)0;  studied  th<'oli)i;y  two  years  at  I  nion  Seminarv, 
New  \  Old:,  and  a  thii'd  ye;u-  at  .Xndovi-r.  when'  he  wa^ 
graduated  in  l"^''-;'..  On  tin-  I  Jth.ot"  .\piilof  that  vear, — 
t'i'ur  months  previous  to  gi-nduation. — he  commenced  to 
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preach  in  this  pulpit,  and  from  that  time,  for  nearly  a  year 
and  a  half,  continued  to  act  as  stated  supply  till  the  day 
of  his  ordination  as  pastor  October  4,  1864,  a  call  having 
been  extended  the  previous  March.  The  council  was  or- 
ganized by  the  choice  of  Rev.  C.  Gushing,  moderator, 
and  Rev.  J.  Coit,  scribe.  The  public  services  of  ordination 
were  as  follows: — Invocation  by  Rev.  .John  11.  Ciurney  of 
ISTew  Braintree  ;  reading  of  the  Scriptures  by  Rev.  E.  L. 
Jaggar  of  Warren  ;  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  X.  Peloubet  of 
Oakham;  sermon  by  Rev.  E.  C.  Jones  of  iSouthiiigcon, 
Connecticut;  ordaining  prayer  b\'  Rev.  L.  S.  I'arker  of 
Derry,  IsTew  Hampshire;  charge  to  the  pastor  by  liev. 
Luther  Keene  of  North  Brookfield;  right  hand  of  fellow- 
ship by  Rev.  Joshua  Coit  of  Brookfield ;  address  to  the 
people  by  Rev.  S'^vift  Byington  of  Stonoham  ;  rmd  cnii- 
cluding  prayer  by  Rev.  Fi'ancis  Horton  of  I ian-'ington, 
Rhode  Island. 

These  last  years  have  been  crowned  with  God"s  good- 
ness in  a  peculiar  manner,  and  have  been  freighted  with 
most  precious  blessings  to  the  church.  As  already  intima- 
ted, for  nearly  thirty  years  previous  to  1864,  the  member- 
ship of  the  church  steadily  diminished.  Although  within 
that  time,  there  w^ere,  as  we  liave  seen,  several  happy  sea- 
sons of  spiritual  quickening,  yet  those  revivals  woro  not 
of  sufficient  extent  and  power  to  rop;iir  the  ordinary  yearly 
waste  from  removals  and  deaths;  so  that  on  .lanu.-ii-y  1. 
1864,  the  church  had  become  reduced  to  two  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  members.  By  the  decease  and  dismission  of 
several,  and  by  the  erasure  of  some  twenty-five  names  of 
persons  who  had  been  many  years  aliscnt  and  nnre|.ortod. 
this  number  vvas  stil!  further  reduced  r,:.  ohi  Itimiroi 
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ninetu-onc,  which  was  the  membership  of  the  chureh  when 
the  present  pastor  was  ordained.  ■ 

In  the  winter  of  1S"33  and  18G4  God  kindly  poured  out 
His  spirit  in  gentle  and  delightful  showers,  which  con- 
tinued to  be  distilled  upon  us  through  the  succeeding 
spring,  and  into  the  summer,  so  that  on  the  first  Sabbath 
in  Xovember  1S(U.  at  the  tirst  communion  after  his  ordi- 
nation, and  the  first  time  he  ever  officiated  at  the  Lord's 
table,  the  pastor  had  the  undeserved  privilege  of  welcom- 
ing twai(>/-Jii'e  persons, — mostly  young, —  to  the  sacra- 
mental cup  and  loaf,  and  the  happy  fellowship  of  believers. 
As  the  fruit  of  that  revival,  or  of  the  interest  awakened 
and  continued  by  it,  eighteen  more  were  subsequently  re- 
ceived, making  in  all  /or(>/-(/'rtC.  Uut  the  revival  of  the 
present  year  is  especially  worthy  of  record.  A  sluM-t  time 
|)revious  to  the  Week  of  Prayer. — the  tirst  week  in  dan- 
nary — there  were  some  signs  of  increasing  fervor  and  ex- 
pectancy on  the  part  of  the  church.  The  \\'eek  ot"  I'raN'er 
was  observeil  by  holding  meetings  in  rotation  in  the  several 
districts  of  the  town,  at  ea-  h  of  which  a  number  of  breth- 
ren from  the  other  disti  icts.  with  the  pastor,  were  present. 
I*>\'  these  meetings,  and  the  aci'ompany ing  j^ersonal  efforts, 
the  religious  interest  was  (piite  sensibly  increased,  and  the 
attention  of  a  few  im]>enitent  persons  arrested.  This  in- 
terest continued  Very  gradually  to  dct^jien  and  extend  with 
most  happy  results,  until  tln^  middle  ot'  March,  when  the 
revival  was  gn-atly  ]>romoti-d  by  ;i  I'lotracted  Meeting 
commencing  on  Wednesday,  .Mar>  h  \-\.  and  continuing 
thi<-e  days,  during  which  the  pastor  received  cllicient  co- 
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operation  and  aid  from  his  brethren  in  the  ministry  from 
neighboring  towns. 

This  meeting  was  followed,  on  the  succeeding  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  by  the  earnest  and  judicious  labors  of  Rev. 
I.  P.  Langworthy  of  Chelsea  ;  who  also  assisted  the  pastor 
on  one  subsequent  Sabbath.  By  the  signal  blessing  of 
God  upon  the  direct,  pungent  preaching,  upon  the  fre^jueut 
prayer  meetings,  inquiry  meetings,  and  extraordinary  per- 
sonal efforts,  of  that  memorable  week,  many  l»ecame 
anxious  for  the  salvation  of  their  souls,  and  not  a  feu- 
found  peace  at  the  cross.  From  that  time  onwai'd,  fur 
many  gracious  weeks,  the  spirit  of  God  moved  upon  tliis 
people  with  a  mighty  energy.  Great  fear  came  on  many, 
and  among  them  some  who  had  long  rebelled  against  Goil, 
and  had  even  denied  the  truths  of  revelation.  lioHgion 
was  the  almost  universal  topic  of  conversation  :  and  this 
whole  community  felt  the  pulse  of  a  ([uiekenud  life. 

As  the  rich  fruit  of  this  work  of  grace  si:i:h/-(/trii  per- 
sons, of  an  average  age  of  thirty-four  .years,  have  ah\'ady 
connected  themselves  with  the  church  by  [irotessiou.  ()[' 
these  Jifti/-one  v^ere  received  on  the  first  Sabhath  in  .hily — 
a  day  long  to  be  remembered, — tliii  ty-li\-c  are  licads  of 
families,  nine  of  whom  are  al)Ovc  sixty  years  of  age,  and 
one  is  more  than  seventy  years. 

The  whole  number  recci\'ed  iido  the  churdi  dui-ing  tin.- 
three  years  of  the  present  ])as(orate  is  one  hi  nufj-u  anh 

THIRTY-TWO,  of  whoUl  OlM'  liillMln'i]  six  Wd'O  on  i^vo- 

fession  of  faith.  The  memlK.T.-hiti  of  thr  church,  at  this 
time,  is  three  hundred  and  In'o.  Tlic  oldc.-t  surviving  mem- 
ber is  ninety-four  years  ohl,  tlic  youngest,  Iwelve. 

Respecting  tlie  wliolc  nunihci- \\  ho  lia\-c  lich^iigcil  to  tlic 
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cluireb  from  its  first  existence,  of  those  who  were  received 
during  tlio  tirst  forty  years  of  our  history,  only  forty-seven 
names  have  been  saved  from  oblivion.  Since  the  year 
ITo"^,  there  have  been  admitted  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  different  persons,  making  a  total  cata- 
logue at  the  present  time,  of  uiie  lliO'.'..<;artd  (hr<:e  hundred 
and  forlii-jicc  names.  Of  this  number,  so  near  as  can  be 
determined,  not  more  than  six  hundred  and  tifry  are 
living  to-day.  More  than  half  have  ah-eady  passed  on 
into  eternity. 

Tin:   hKACONS   ni-   Till':  (  lirilCIl. 

Deacon  Henry  riiihert  stands  nr  the  head  of  the  list.  lie 
is  supposed  ti)  have  lieen  a  ilrsccnilant  of  Sir  llinnphrov 
Gilbert,  who  was  an  Knuli-li  na\igati>r,  am!  half-brothor  of 
Sir  A\'alt('r  lv'al('i;jli.  Inirn  in  IhirtniDUtli  in  lo^',',  and  snnio- 
tinies  callt.'d  the  father  nt  \ve>tern  enji (nization.  "  lie  wa>, 
luidnubti  diw  the  man  who  reeei\ed  the  othce  of  deacon 

in  cluut'li.  i')y  special  pa<,-rd  Oeeeinber  1  t.  17"_!1.  he 
was  privileged  to  ocenpy.  in  the  tln  ii  new  nieetinii-hnuse,  *"  a 
|itic  next  to  V ministry  pnc  lie  was  probablv  anion'j  the 
pinneer  settlrrs  of  Ih'ouktieM,  and  was  evidcntlv  one  o|"  the 
f.irenio>t  nu  ii  «•(  tin-  place  in  lu<  dav  :  tor  we  find  liini  ot'ten 
associated  witli  iinii.  dedcdiali  fn-lcr  as  a  leader  in  the  more 
Impnriant  mea-ui"e>.  o!  I  ow  n  and  (  liiindi  at  that  eail\- period. 
I  b-  died  .\uLrii-t  IT.  IT  b>. 

1  >eacon  dohn  (nlbert.  .-on  o|  1  ^eacou  Ib  ni  v  (lilfert,  a|i- 
peais  also  to  have  lu  Id  the  othee  from  the  (ir-t  \ear  of  the 
existence  of  the  church.  1  he  sei'ond  vote  that  appears  iijion 
tlie  (  hurch  record-  now  exiaiit,  bciriiiLT  date  Ma\  1  I,  IT.'i^, 
1' late.-  fo  him  ;  wht  ii  it  w  a.-  "  \  ott  il  to  -end  to  nssi.st  in  lln> 


ordination  of  Mr.  Nathan  Fiske.  Mv.  Jedediah  Foster  and 
Deacon  Gilbert  were  chosen  delegates/'  This  is  the  first 
mention  made  of  a  deacon  on  our  existing  records.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  office  for  half  a  century,  resigning  October  14, 
1767,  one  hundred  years  ago  almost  to  a  da^■.  He  died  June 
12,  1779,  aged  ninety.  He  was  undoubted) \-  the  man  wh<j 
occupied  what  is  called  "  Gilbert's  Fort." 

Joshua  Dodge,  though  called  deacon,  probaljlv  ne\  er  helil 
that  office  in  this  church.  The  earliest  \ote  of  tlie  clmrrh 
that  has  come  down  to  us,  is  dated  ]\Iay  !_!,  1T.>^,  and  is 
in  the  words  followino-: — "Voted  that  Joshua  Dod^'C.  a  mt-m- 
ber  of  y*"  church  of  England,  shall  have  y'  privilege  of  occa- 
sional communion."  Thirteen  years  Liter,  in  1771.  by  .-pt-ciid 
permission,  he  Avas  also  allowed  "to  act  \Nitli  y'  rjiuivh  in  y'- 
choice  of  a  minister,"  he  having  ''promised  tliat  he  \\Miild  l)e 
at  proportionable  charges  Avltli  t\\r  piMiplc  Ib  dird  Ajiril 
23,  1793,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two. 

Deacon  Joseph  Jennings  is  mentioned  as  early  a>  1  7l'  1 .  On 
December  14  of  that  year  the  town  xotn]  that  In-  ••  haw  a 
pue  next  to  Deacon  Henry  ( lilbrrt's.' 

Deacon  Comfort  Barnes  died  January  17.  1  i  1^.  aged  fnrty- 
two  years. 

Deacon  John  Cutler.  The  date  i>\'  hi-  cli-ctiMn  {<>  t!ie  office 
in  this  church  cannot  be  determined,  but  lii,-  nanio  appear.-. 
May  28,  1752,  among  the  twenty-.-ix  male  signers  of  the  cov- 
enant at  the  organizatinu  of  the  Second  <  ■Imr^h  n\'  Clirist  in 
Broolvfield,  now  the  V'w-t  ( '[;ui-(di  in  Xoi  th  r.rookficlrl.  In 
December  1753,  he  was  chosen  tir.-'f  deacon  ot'  that  chnr.di." 


*Dr.  Snell's  "Historical   and  Centfuiiial  Di.scourscs,"  p.       'J-J.  nu<\  hi^ 
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lie  is  supposed  shortly  at'ct-Twanls  to  hiive  removed  froui  the 
town  ;  but  when  or  where  he  died  has  not  been  ascertained. 

Deacon  Jedediah  Foster,  was  I'orn  at  Andover,  Massachu- 
setts ;  was  graduated  at  llar\anl  Uiuversity  in  174-1.  and 
shortly  after  settled  in  lirookHcld.  He  was  elected  ileacon 
October  18,175'.;'.  The  record  of  this  ilaie  reads: — "  At  a 
church  meeting  Jedediah  Foster,  Esi[.,  was  made  choice  of  for 
a  deacon.  Suspended  his  answer  till  y'  church  consented  to 
introduce  Tate  and  Brady'.-  Psahns  ujxju  trial  ;  tlRii  irave  it  in 
the  allirniative."  Deacon  Foster  was  not  onlv  the  chii-f  man 
ot"  his  time  in  matters  of  Church  and  d  own,  but  also  stood  in 
the  fn>nt  rank  of  the  men  ol'  the  Commonwealth  and  (  (juntrv. 
In  I7  d  lie  was  apiiointed  Major  of  forces  raised  for  the  defence 
of  the  country  auainst  the  threatened  invasion  of  the  French, 
lie  was  a  niendior  of  the  "  Trovincdal  Congress,  "  and,  \vheu 
hostilities  commenced  \s  iili  (Ireat  Ihitain.  he  was  elevated  to 
the  oHice  of  ("dlimel.  In  1  ,■■■>.  he  l)ecame  a  member  of  the 
Supreme  ('mmcil.  and  attei  \s  ard  dudLTC  of  Probate  and  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  In  March.  1 1  i in  the  (  onveution  at  Cam- 
bridge, he  was  a  mendicr  ot"  the  (."onunittee  chosen  for  the 
purpose  ot"  drattiug  a  Con.-titutiou.  Throu-jh  his  life,  he 
enin\-e(l  the  cdnlidence  ot'  the  iidiabitant>  <>t'  (his  Town  and 
(  'iinut\',  jierhap-  bcNuiid  an\'  man  who  c\cr  h\eil  here,  mde.-s 
it  be  iii-  own  -on.  the  llnn.  1  >\viglil  l  o-icr,  who  htdd  succes- 
.-i\  elv  and  wuh  honor  (he  ofHces  ot  I  liu;h  SheritV  ot  ^^ drccstor 
(ouutv.  (  hiet  d  u.-lice  ot"  (he  ( 'our(  ot' ( 'oninioii  i'leas.  .Mem- 
o|'  ( 'ongress,  and  I  nUed  >(a(i\-  Sena(or.  ^OiitU  r  hill 
which  bear.-  hi-  name  n,,[  nioi-e  euduriu',:  than  the  tame 
.and  deeds  ot  him  who  li\i  cl  upon  u  i-e>i._riied  his  otlicc 

as  deacnn  I  )ecendii  r  1  "J,  iiii">,  and  died  three  year.-  la(er,  <  >c- 
(i.liei-  17.  177'.',  aged  tit"ly-ti\ .'.     I  >r.  Nathan  f  i-Le,  pastor  of 
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the  Third  Church  in  Brookfiekl  rSraith  Parish;,  preached  his 
funeral  sernaon,  which  was  pubHshed.  ^\"n]i  oix-at  ditheuhv 
one  can  now  decipher  upon  the  time-worn  stone  that  marks  Iji.- 
resting-place  in  the  Old  Burying  Ground,  the  inscription:  — 

"  The  boast  of  Heraldry,  the  pomp  of  Power, 

"  And  all  that  Wisdom,  all  that  Wealth  e'er  gave, 

"  Await  alike  the  inevitable  hour  ; 

"  The  Paths  of  Glory  lead  but  to  the  Grave.'" 

Deacon  Thaddeus  Cutler  united  with  tlii>  (diurch  N(i\.  iii- 
ber  1,  1761,  and  was  elected  deacon  March  13,  1763.  ( )ii 
September  20,  1767,  he  declined  to  rontimic  luno-er  in  that 
office,  when  thanks  for  past  services  were  voted  liim  t.\  tin- 
church.  Scarcely  more  than  three  months  after  boiiiu'  r»  \  r.l 
from  his  official  duties,  he  was  released  from  earth,  lie  dlid 
January  2,  1768. 

Deacon  Othniel  Gilbert  became  a  member  of  ihis  cliurrli 
September  7, 1766,  and  was  chosen  deacon  Octdhrr  1  I.  IT'iT. 
In  November  1788,  "on  account  of  Infirmity  of  limlv,""  he  re- 
tired from  the  office,  having  discharged  its  duties  twentv-onc 
years.  He  died  February  6, 1705,  in  the  sixt}--ciL;htli  \r:iv  dt' 
his  age. 

Deacon  Thomas  liich  was  received  iiitu  ihi-  i  IhutIi  b\- 
letter  fi'om  New  Braintree  in  17oli,  and  \\a-  made  ilcicdii 
October  14,1767.  Six  or  eiglit  years  fih  r  lir  i-ciiin\rd  in 
Western  (Warren),  where  he  died  kebriiary  I'',  f^t'^'),  aged 
seventy-four. 

Deacon  Joseph  Cutler  was  deseeinliil  fi-'un  ^'-ir  (.ervasc 
Cutler,  of  Norfolkshire,  England,  llire.'  nf  w  lio.-c  snns,  a(M^ord- 
ino-  to  tradition,  came  over  to  tliis  eoiiniry  |.revion<  lo  1'''\'k" 
and  was  father  of  the  late  Ibm.  I'linv  (  'uif  r.  wli-.  for  many 
years,  was  a  successful  mereh;uit  m  llo.-imi.  and  a  doaenn  ol 
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the  Old  South  Churcli  in  that  city,  and  who  died  in  this  town 
AuLTUst  14,  of  the  present  year.  11c  united  wiih  tliis  church 
M.iv  -l-),  IT'iJ.  lie  was  chosen  deacon  Octuber  'J.  ITT'  ,  and 
took  V  UKiticr  under  consideration.""  He  siguiiicd  his  ac- 
ceptance ot"  the  othce  not  till  December  12.  of  the  same  year, 
on  the  resignation  of  Judge  Foster.  "  His  views  and  habits 
were  of  the  strict  Puritan  stamp.  All  work  of  man  and  beast 
upon  his  farm  ceased  on  Saturday  afternoon,  an  hour  before 
sunset :  the  men  shaved  themselves  and  [)re[iared  for  hi.)ly  time 
before  the  sim  went  down  ;  the  work  within  doors  was  also 
completed,  even  to  the  [irejKuing  of  the  tbod  for  the  following 
dav  :  and  from  the  going  down  of  the  sini  on  the  eve  of  the 
Sabliuth  lo  the  c^-oing  down  ot"  the  sim  on  the  Sabbath  day,  no 
work,  e.\ceptiu'4  that  of  absolute  necessity  and  mercy,  not  even 
the  making-  ot"  a  b«  d  nor  the  swee[)ing  ot"  a  room,  was  allowed. 
'I'll,-  w  lb  lie  time  was  devoted  to  rest,  and  i"  the  .--olenm  iluties 
of  reliGfion.  Aliiioimh  he  li\ed  three  miles  from  the  place  ot 
worship,  yet  he  was  ever  [)romptlv  theic,  with  all  his  tainih, 
inorniu'.!,'  ami  atternoon  ;  neuher  heat,  nor  cold,  nor  .-torm,  be- 
iu'j;  able  to  turn  his  steadfast  ;-teps  trom  the  sanctuary  of 
(  !,i(l."  *  At  his 'iwn  rt'cpiest,  "  on  aeeount  ot' age,  and  iniirm- 
itv  ot' bodw  '  he  was  released  trom  tliednties  of  his  ofFu^' .1  uiie 
J",  1  ^"'.i,  and  ilied  .\u'^U>t  'J",  1  ^1^- >,  aged  eiiiht  v-,-ix.  I'poii 
hi  ~  I omi i.-toue  we  read  :  -  - 

•,ln  (imfs  own  .•\nus  ho  loft  tli>^  liro.ith, 

.  \\  lueli  (ii'il's  own  Spirit  u'.ive. 
Ills  w.-i-s  tlic  nul<l<-st  iciad  t>>  il.'.ul), 

I    Ainl  his  till"  .swrcto.-sl  l^IMVC." 

Heaeon  1  -r  \  i  (  iilb.rt  uiii(>d  \vilh  tlii-  ehureh  Muv  'J"^.  ITT"; 
was  eliosen  df:\eon   I'ei-t  inb.  r   11,   1  i  ^>  :    and  died  in  nlh'"'- 

*  Tortiaitri  ul  I'.mir.'  iit  .\m»  rioAu^.  Vol   I  i>p    Ij".  .".2-^ 


49 

April  5,  1816,  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  his  age.  The  shib 
that  indicates  the  place  of  his  burial  tells  us : — 

"  Humble  and  meek  a  lowly  path  he  trod, 
And  while  he  liv'd  on  earth,  he  walk'd  v/ith  God; 
Good  without  show,  obhgiug  without  art, 
His  speech  the  faithful  language  of  his  heart ; 
His  hope  was  grace,  and  his  delight  was  prayer, 
His  aim  was  Heaven  ;  O  !  may  we  enter  there." 

Deacon  Samuel  Barnes  became  a  member  of  this  church 
November  29,  1789,  and  was  elected  deacon  June  20,  1809. 
He  resigned  the  office  "  on  account  of  age  and  infirmity," 
November  10,  1819,  and  died  January  27,  1833,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five. 

Deacon  John  Ross  united  \yith  this  churcli -I  ul\-  M.  IT'^O. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  June  20,  1809,  and  re- 
linquished its  duties  November  27,  1828.  He  died  (J  c  tuber 
16,  1846,  aged  eighty-seven. 

Deacon  Nathan  Bucknam  Ellis  was  a  son  of  Asa  Ellis,  a 
deacon  of  the  church  in  East  Medway,  and  ^Margaret  lUick- 
nam,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Nathan  Bucknnm,  who  was  pastor 
of  the  church  in  East  Medway  for  more  than  seventy  years. 
He  removed  to  this  place  from  East  jNIedway  and  joined  this 
church  November  4,  1792.  He  was  chosen  dencrui  -Inly  3, 
1816;  and  died  September  6,  isi'.i,  in  the  liliv-ixih  vem-  of 
his  age.  It  was  he  who,  in  conjunction  ^vith  other,-  in  this 
parish,  set  up  a  fulling-mill,  and  carried  on  a  snmcwh:it  ex- 
tensive business  for  those  days,  and  especially  excelled  in  the 
art  of  coloring  cloth.  Whitney  in  his  History,  jiubli-hed 
in  1793,  makes  special  mention  of  this  Company.  He  says  ; 
"  About  five  thousand  yards  of  ch/th  are  annunlly  dressed  at 


*  History  of  the  County  of  Worcester,  p.  70. 
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these  works.  These  men  have  obtained  the  art  of  coloring 
scarlet,  which  competent  judges  pronounce  equal  to  any  which 
is  imported  ;  an  art  which  t'cw  in  this  Commonweahh  have 
attained  unto." 

iVacon  John  A\'u(mI  united  with  this  church  December  7, 
1^17.  ami  ^vas  chosen  deacon  November  1".  1^1','.  lb-  re- 
signed the  office  ^[art•h  1  !.  and  was  dismissed  April  7, 
1833,  and  recommended  to  the  I-'irst  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Geneva,  New  \  ork,  at  that  time  under  the  pastoral  care  ot' 
Rev.  (  nnw  Dr.  )  Fdlakiui  Phelps.  In  the  Fall  ot'  1S3.5  he  re- 
moved to  Ann  .\rl)(ir.  .Michigan,  and  thence,  in  June,  1S37, 
to  lu.-^co,  Llvingstun  C'ountv,  ot"  the  same  state,  where  he  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers,  (  his  sein  l)eing  the  first)  and  the  sec- 
oml  land  owner  in  the  to\\  n.  The  first  rcJIifious  meetiiii/  ever 
liiKl  ill  bisco  was  held  in  iiis  hou-e.  In  the  Spring  of  1845, 
he  rcmo\cd  to  the  town  <>t  I'ninani  ui  the  same  ('(umtv.  and, 
in  September  following,  united  w  ith  the  chiireh  in  Pincknev, 
of  whiidi  he  was  cho>cn  ilcacon  in  .\n.:u>t  and  contimied 
in  that  otHce  until  a  .-hort  time  before  his  death.  lb  ilied 
^uddenlv  of  heart  disease  March  23,  l'^l'lt.  Hi-  remains  sleep 
bv  the  ,-lile  of  those  of  hi-          in  1  *ine]<.ni  \'  ( 'hureli-vard. 

l)eacon  do-iah  ( 'ar\  ,  ,-on  ot  .lo.-iah  and  .Marv  i  Moiilton) 
( 'arv,  was  reeel\ed  into  this  ehureh  Au^ii-t  •',  l^"""',  and  wa>^ 
chosen  to  till'  otlii'e  ot  de.ieon   No\emb<  r   1'',  lie  n'- 

siijned  .Mareli  M.  1  "^".l'.  and  in  l^^'io,  .Mareh  I.  his  relation 
was  t  ra ii>iei  red  to  ilie  I 're-b\ terian  ( 'hur('h,  Princeton,  New 
.lersev.  in  H  '>^.  he  ri  iiio\c.l  to  N.  w  ^iirk  ('itv,  .aii'l  was 
a  member  of  the  lamily  ot  his  son,  Kev.  d.  .Vddi.-oii  (  arv, 
until  the  death  ot'  ihi'  latter  in  P^o'J,  when  he  i-emo\ed  to 
Mi->ouii,  aii'l  lived  with  hi-  ilaii-jhter,  wife  ot"  lii  \.  A.  \  . 
Scheiiidv,  niilil  hi-  <Iea(h   March       1>"">1.     lb    died  at  >aint 
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Charles,  Missouri,  "  in  the  full  assurance  of  a  blessed  immor- 
tality," aged  seventy-seven. 

Deacon  Alfred  White,  son  of  Asa  and  Anna  White,  and  a 
lineal  descendant  in  the  fifth  generation  from  Peregrine  White, 
was  born  in  this  town  J uly  25, 1785  ;  united  with  this  church 
May  23,  1813  ;  and  was  chosen  deacon  November  liJ,  lsl9. 
Although,  for  a  number  of  years  past,  relieved  from  the  active 
duties  of  the  office,  he  still  occaslunallv  officiates  at  the  Lord's 
table.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  surviving  members  of  the 
church,  as  also  among  the  oldest  citizens  of  the  town.  But, 
notwithstandino;  his  advanced  ao-e,  he  is  an  habitual  attendant 
upon  the  public  worship  of  God's  house  on  tlie  Sal>l)ath,  and 
is  here  with  us  to-day,  not  an  unmoved  spectator  ot'  these 
commemorative  services.  An  occasion  of  solenui  and  tender 
interest,  and  of  grateful  recollections,  on  tlie  15 th  of  Fcla-u- 
ary  last,  was  the  celebration,  in  the  vestry  ot"  this  church,  of 
the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  liis  marriage. 

Deacon  William  Spooner  was  one  of  the  fit^ty-one  persons 
who  united  by  profession  with  this  church  December  13,  1S18. 
He  was  elected  deacon  November  27,  182'^.  He  was  dis- 
missed April  7,  1833,  to  the  church  in  Oakham,  whence  he 
was  received  again  July  30,  1837.  In  18ol  he  removed  to 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  where  he  died  1-Vl)ru:iry  13,  1865, 
in  his  sixty-eighth  year.  His  remains  were  bmnglit  to  tliis 
town,  and  deposited  in  the  cemetery  here,  the  fun.  i  nl  services 
beino"  conducted  in  this  cliurcli.  At  his  ixrave  we  read  the 
simple,  fitting  inscription,  "  There  is  sweet  rest  in  Heaven.'' 

Deacon  Reuben  Blair,  Jr.,  was  also  among  tlic  fifty-one  who, 
here  in  these  aisles,  united  witli  tlic  chuivli  mm  ihr  same  Sab- 
bath, December  13,  1818.  He  was  chosen  deacon  Jaiuiary 
27,  1833,  and  died  xVugust  2,  1859,  aged  seventy-four. 


52 

Deacon  Jairus  Abbott,  was  received  into  this  church  from 
the  church  in  AVestern  (  Warren  Januarv  :21,  1^27,  and  was 
chosen  deacon  January  liT,  l^-):).  In  M:iv  \-2,  1S34,  he  was 
dismissed  to  the  Evangelical  Congreiratioual  Church  in  the 
South  Parlih  (  now  Brookfield  ),  where  he  died  March  IS, 
1S50,  at  the  age  of  threescore  and  ten  vears. 

Deacon  Josiah  Henshaw,  son  of  JDsiah  and  Sarah  (Phipps) 
Plenshaw,  united  with  this  church  September  29,  ISIG,  and 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  January  27,  ISoo.  Of  an 
ardent  temperament,  and  of  radical  views  and  feelings,  a  warm 
friend  nt'  enslaved  negro,  an  earnest  advocate  of  freedom, 
and  ini|iatirnt  of  delay,  in  tli.'  anti-.davery  excitement  of  1S40 
and  ((invards,  he  was  ru.-ily  l.d  into  some  errors  of  opinion  and 
indiscretions  of  conduct,  which  brought  him  into  unhappy  col- 
lision witli  the  majority  of  the  church,  resulting:,  fmallv.  in  his 
exconununicatii m,  .I:inuur\'  I'li.  ["^  l-'j. 

Deacon  liaxtcr  l!lli,<,  son  ot'  Deacon  Nathan  D.  and  Thank- 
ful (  r>arritt  )  Idlis,  unite(l  with  this  church  in  August  1^1"^. 
an<l  was  chosen  deacon  June  hi,  li>45.  He  retircl  tidm  the 
active  duties  of  the  otHce  June  o,  and  died  October  8, 

ISHi.i,  in  the  seventy-lifth  vear  of  his  a^re. 

Dt>acon  Jacob  Dupce,  son  of  I'dias  and  Abigail  Dupee,  was 
liorn  in  (  liarle-^town.  Massarhusetts.  Xovember  1  1,  I  Jf,, 
i"''i'i"\  ed  to  ihi-  town  in  1^27:  w  a>  hopefully  converted  in 
the  revi\al  ol  l^  l.i.  ami  united  with  this  chnrch  Mav  of 
the  same  year.  lie  was  (diosen  deacon  dune  Itl,  [>{.'>,  and  Is 
sill!  discharging  the  duties  of  the  otbee. 

Deacon  Lil)erty  Sampson,  s..n  ..f  1  )ani(  I  and  Aeh'^ah 
(  Snow  )  SampS(.n,  united  with  this  (diureh  bv  jtrofossion  dan- 
uury  ti,  an-l  was  rle.-te.l  |,.  liie  nlViee  June  l*'..  1^45. 

lie  died  (  )ctober  I  .'>.  1  ">oS,  a^ed  t  hirl  v-ei"-lit. 


Deacon  Solomon  L.  Barnes,  son  of  Ezra  and  Lucy  (Caruth) 
Barnes,  united  with  this  churcdi  by  letter  t'nnn  Ware  (West), 
May  7, 1837.  In  November  1854  he  was  chosen  deacon,  the 
duties  of  which  office  he  is  still  performinp-. 

Deacon  Moses  HaU,  son  of  Moses  and  Elizabeth  Hall,  was 
born  in  Spencer,  Massachusetts,  November  4,  ISIG,  and  re- 
moved to  this  town  in  1840.  In  Julv  185o,  he  united  with 
this  church,  and  was  chosen  deacon  in  Novemljer  of  the  fwl- 
lowing  year.  On  removing  from  the  place,  he  resigned  ihe 
office,  and  his  resignation  was  accepted  April  9,  180;!.  He 
was  recommended  to  the  Cong-reo-ational  (_']iur(  h  in  \\  ethers- 
field,  Connecticut,  May  31,  1864,  whence  he  was  received 
again  May  5,  1865.* 

Deacon  Samuel  Newell  White,  son  of  Deacon  Alf'rc  d  and 
Sarah  (Gilbert)  White,  united  with  this  cluirrli  ]\iay  3,  1^3.5, 
and  was  chosen  deacon  July  1,  1859.  He  resigned  the  office 
February  1,  1867. 

Deacon  Enos  Gilbert  son  of  Bethiiel  and  C'ldne  (  Hill  »  <  iil- 
bert,  united  with  this  church  March  3,  183'.',  and  was  ck'cted 
deacon  April  21,  1865,  the  church,  on  the  same  day,  iKu  ing 
previously  voted  to  limit  the  term  of  service  to  five  year.-.f 
He  still  retains  the  office. 

HOUSES  OF  W(>i;>iiir. 

The  first  meeting-house  in  Ih-ooklield  was  situaied  on 
Foster's  Hill,  about  half  a  mile  south-east  of  (he  liou.-c  in 
which  we  are  now  assembled.  It  -todd  (.n  tiie  in.i-ili  side  of 
the  old  road  to  Brookfield  (  ^niith  I'aiidi  i.  almut  C(|nally 
distant  from  the  house  of  the  Inte  Mr.  r.Mxi-  i-  I'.arncs,  and  the 
one  now  owned  by  jMr.  1>.  II.  Iviehard-on. 


*He  was  re-elected  deacon  November  1,  1S67. 
tThis  vote  was  rescinded  November  1,  1867. 
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A\'hat  were  the  dimensions  of  that  rude,  primitive  structure 
we  have  no  means  of  determining.  It  must  have  been  built 
very  soon  after  the  first  settlement  of  the  town  :  for  it  was  as 
early  as  l''T'>,  on  that  dread  night  of  August  4th — onlv  tit'teen 
years  after  the  original  grant  was  obtained  trom  the  General 
C'ljurt, — that  the  meeting-house,  sharing  the  common  fate  of 
the  town,  wa>  laid  in  a.-hos  bv  tlu-  Indians. 

Forty  years  passed  away  betbre  another  house  of  worship 
was  erected.  The  place  in  which  the  people  met  during  the 
thirtv  years  that  elapsed  after  tlu  ir  return  from  dispersion  by 
till'  sa\a^es,  and  liefore  the  biiildiii'j,-  ot"  the  second  meeting- 
house, cannot  now  be  ascertained.  I'roui  their  constant  ex- 
{)osiu-e  to  the  attatdc  of  Indians,  it  is  conjectured  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  customs  of  isolated  settlements  at  that  time,  thev 
met  in  souie  tbrtiti«'d  place.  As  (idiiert's  Fort  was  in  the 
centre  of  the  -eiileniriu,  it  seems  probable  that,  tor  nianv 
years,  the  iidiabitants  Liathered  there  tor  iiuMie  worship. 

l  or  :i  tew  vears  j)revious  to  the  building-  of  the  second 
mectiiiu-hou-e.  Imwever,  it  is  altogether  likelv  that  thev  met 
ill  a  ii'Mi-e  w  hieh  stood  uearlv  oppo>iie  to  the  residence  of  the 
late   Mr.  I'.anie-oii  I'oster's  ilill.     A  buildiuir  called 

the  town-house  stood  in  that  ]ilae(>  :  and.  alter  tlu'  comple- 
tion ot'  the  second  meet iiig-hou-e,  it  \vas  given  ["  \lv\ .  Mr. 
( 'liene\-,  on  the  condition  that  hr  would  I'elease  the  town  truui 
that  |)arl  of  their  contract  in  which  tlie\-  had  aLTreed  to  build 
hiin  a  hou,>e. 

Till-  Si  .'. Old  meeting-house  stood  on  the  same  .>;ite  as  the  first. 

<  )ii  the  'I'lA  of  November  171).  "*  Tlie  inhabitants  of  Urook- 
tli  ld  ai^reed  w  ii h  t he  consent  < it  vM 'oinmittee  to  build  a  meet- 
ini^-hou-e  wherem  to  carrv  on  v"  worship  of  (iod;  in  f(irm 
and  manner  us  lolloweth  :  1.)  loott  in  Length,  and  o.) 


55 

foott  in  wedht ;  and  to  put  in  Galery  pieces  so  y''  thev  may 
build  Galeries  Avhen  they  shall  have  ocation  ;  and  to  carry 
on  the  building  of  s''  house  as  far  as  they  can  conveniently 
with  y'' Labour,  and  what  shall  be  ] Required  in  luonev  for 
y^  carrying  of  s'^  work  to  be  liaised  hy  a  Town  Kate,  and 
if  any  person  or  persons  Refuse  to  Labour.  llavlni,r  suit- 
able warning  by  y^  Committee  Hereafter  mentioned,  shall 
pay  their  proportion  in  INIoney.  The  Ldiabitants  Likewise 
agree  to  gett  y®  Timber  this  Winter."  At  the  same  meet- 
ing the  Committee  reported  that  the\'  unaniiuouslv  agree 
that  the  inhabitants  build  a  n.ieeting-house  whcrt-in  to  at- 
tend the  worship  of  God,  which  shall  lie  sett  up  and  erected 
in  said  place  where  formerly  the  meeting-h()use  was  luiih, 
near  old  John  Ayres'  house-lott  lying  near  abdut  the  centre 
of  the  town." 

January  4, 1717,  a  tax  of  thirty  pounds  was  voted  for  glass 
and  nails  for  the  meeting-house,  and  eight  pounds  for  win- 
dow cases,  and  other  public  uses,  let,  torn-  years  later,  the 
house  seems  not  to  have  been  quite  completed,  lor  under  date 
April  18,  1721,  we  find  the  f  )llo\ving  uniqu.'  vote,  .-liowing 
at  least  a  rather  doubtful  solicitude  for  the  physical  comfort 
of  the  sood  deacons'  wives  of  those  days:  "  Grante(l  a  pue  to 
be  built  on  the  left  hand  of  the  jiul[)lt  to  he  for  the  1  »eacons" 
wives,  s'^ivives  to  set  in  the  piie  durinr/  tlirir  natral  life." 

Also,  on  December  14,  of  the  same  year, 

"  Voted,  That  the  select  men  l;iy  nut  the  land  about  tlio  nioofin.c:- 
house,  as  it  is  Granted  njion  le'cmM, 

''Voted,  To  Luild  up  the  seats  in  the  body  of  y"  nieetiiigdiousc  with 
good  strong  plain  seats. 

"  Voted,  To  build  a  niinistiy  pnc  on  y"  Right  liand  of  y'  pulpit,  to 
the  stairs  of      pulpit,  to  y"  uiiddle  stud  in  y'  window. 

"  Voted,  That  Henry  Gilbert  have  a  puc  next  to  y'  ministry  pue. 
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'•  I'oted,  That  Deacon  Joseph  Jeuniags  have  a  pue  next  to  Deacon 
HeuiT  Gilbert's. 

"  I'oted,  That  he  that  hath  a  pue  granted  in  the  meeting-house  do 
pay  to  the  town  Treasurer  forty  shillings  for  each  pue  by  the  fii-st  day 
of  April  next  coming,  or  else  to  forfeit  their  pues;  and  the  money  so 
paid  in  to  be  laid  out  to  finish  the  meeting-house." 

A  careful  reuard  was  had,  in  those  times,  for  a^e,  and  social 

rank  and  worth,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  action  of  the 

town  dated  January        1727  : 

"  Voted,  That  the  Committee  v''  shall  be  chosen  to  seat  y'  meeting- 
house  shall  have  regard  to  age  ( witere  il  is  honourable ),  and  to  estate, 
taking  y'  list  y'  Mr.  Cheney's  last  Rate  was  made  by  for  a  rule,  having 
also  regard  to  men's  serricendness  in  the  town. 

'■  Voted,  That  it  shall  be  left  to  five  men  to  seat  the  meeting-house. 

"  Voted,  That  Elisha  Rice,  Samuel  Barnes,  Joseph  Brabrook,  Thomas 
Gilbert  and  Samuel  'Wheeler  be  of  s'  Committee  to  seat  y'  meetiu'^- 
House. 

J'otrd,  That  the  fm-o  seat  in  y*  front  Gallery  shall  be  equal  with 
y  third  seat  in  y"  Body,  and  y'  fore  seat  in  y'  side  Gallery  shall  be 
equal  with  y"  fourth  seat  in  y'  Body  of  y"  meeting-house." 

Thus  a  man's  wealth  and  standiuLi:  hi  society  were  pretty 
accurately  indicated  by  thi^  n  lati\  e  [m.-itinn  df  the  seat  which 
he  occupied  in  the  house  of  (iod,  wliere  ''the  rich  mid  poor 
meet  together." 

Ahout  forty  years  after  the  second  nieetiiiL:-h.nise  was  built, 
it  would  appear  to  hav<>  sutlered  violence  at  tho  hands  of  some 
(  \  il-iniiidt'd  and  lawless  men.  j-'or  in  a  nu'etiuLT  <>('  the  town 
hold  .'^i-pteinlirr  17.)l,'-  rhe  question  was  asiu^l  the 
moderator  whether  the  town  will  etlectuallv  im[iour  a  com- 
mitter to  proseeutr  those  jiersons  w  ho  Iia\  t'  <h  i)i  d ishrd  the 
vu''-fi)i'/-h  U(S'-  in  the  tirst  paridi,  called  the  (dd  meet im^-house, 
in  any  ( 'oiirt,  (  ieiieral  or  l",\eeuti\ e,  to  tin.d  juilijment  and 
oxeeution,'  i>r  taki-  any  otiu  r  measures  for  the  settlement  of 
the  atlair  ;  whi(d»  rect'i\t  d  a  ne.rative  \ote. 
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The  third  meeting-house  was  built  in  IT."  '),  and  stood  near 
the  spot  where  we  are  met  to-day.  January  22,  1755,  the 
first  Precint 

Voted  to  "proceed  to  Build  a  meeting-house  for  Publick  Worship 
at  the  turning  of  the  County  Rode  near  the  north-east  corner  of  a 
Plow-field  belono-ino-  to  John  Barnes,  beins:  on  the  Plain  in  said  first 
Precinct. 

"  Voted,  That  said  meeting-house  he  huilt  with  timber  and  wood. 
"  Voted,  That  the  meeting-house  shall  be  forty-five  feet  in  length, 
and  thirty-five  feet  in  width." 

July  15,  1756, 

"  Voted,  To  sell  the  pew  flour  in  the  meeting-house  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  s**  Precinct,  preference  to  be  made  to  those  Persons  who  pay  the 
largest  tax,  provided  they  toill  give  as  much  as  others. 

"  Voted,  That  seventeen  Pews  shall  be  made  upon  the  flour  of  said 
meeting-house,  and  No  More,  adjoyning  to  the  wall  of  said  house. 

''Voted,  That  Abner  Gilbert  be  appointed  to  take  Care  of  the 
Doors  and  Sweep  the  meeting-house,  and  if  He  except,  he  shall  Sweep 
said  house  twelve  times  a  year  from  this  time,  and  oftener  if  need 
he,  and  that  he  shall  I'eceive  as  a  reward  twelve  shiUiug  at  the  end  of 
the  year." 

This  is  the  first  intimation  of  tlie  existence  of  a  sexton. 
June  28,  1756— 

"  Voted,  To  build  a  Pulpit,  Deacon's  seat,  and  Ministerial  Pew  ;  also 
to  build  a  body  of  seats  having  a  Convenient  Alley  between  them,  and 
room  on  the  back  Side  for  a  tear  of  Pews  between  the  body  of  seats  and 
the  Alley  before  the  Pews  in  the  frunt  Part  of  the  meetiug-house." 

In  September  3,  1759,  it  was 

"  Voted,  To  sell  the  front  Gallery  in  the  meetiug-house  to  make  intn 
Pews. 

"  Voted,  To  Build  the  Gallery  stairs.  Lay  the  Gallery  flonrs.  Build 
the  Brestwork,  and  three  seats  in  the  front,  and  two  scats  in  each  of  the 
Side  Galereys." 

March  24,  1770,  Ca[)tain  'I'hnm:!-  (nlli,  I't  was  api^ointcd  (o 
provide  a  "Gushing  for  the  piil|iit.  -uch  as  hi'  ,-h.ill  think 
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proper,  and  Charge  the  Precinct  therewith."  The  luxury  of 
a  cushion  having  been  introduced  into  tlie  pulpit,  the  next 
thin 2,-  was  to  put  upon  the  rough  interior  of  their  sanctuary  a 
higher  touch  of  art.  It  \vas  voted,  Xoveniber  14.  ITOl, 
Tiiat  the  nieetins-house  shall  be  Lathed,  Plaistered  and 
whitewashed  at  the  charge  of  said  Precinct  next  year.'" 
Furt\'  pwuuds  were  ordered  to  be  raised  for  tliat  purin.-L'. 
As  yet  IV.)  liquiil  rliime  of  Sablmth  bell  had  broken  luro  the 
stillness  of  the  dav  of  holv  rest,  ur  ever  spoken  its  winning 
"  welcome  to  the  house  of  prayer."' 

That  sweet  and  soul-awakening  sound  was  reserved  for  a 
Liter  i^cneration.  In  a  warrant  tor  a  meeting,  to  be  held  No- 
vember 0.  17^'.',  of  "all  the  freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants 
qualified  b\-  law  to  vote  in  Town  meetings,  living  within  the 
limit-  of  the  first  Pari-h."  there  was  an  article, — *"  To  see  if 
the  raii-li  \\\\\  ufant  an\'  money  lor  the  purpose  of  purchas- 
ing a  Dell  tor  the  use  of  the  Parish."  Ihit,  at  the  meeting, 
the  matter  seems  to  have  been  passed  over  in  silence  ;  no 
action  was  taken  u|iiin  it. 

Tlir  next  vear  (Nn\end)tr  I.  IT'.'")  the  Pari.-h  voted  to 
(dioose  a  conniiittoo  ot  ti\e  men  to  draw  a  plan  tor  inlajr/uu/ 
the  mertin'j-house.     This  (Nnnmittet>  sub-ei [uently  reported 

that  eiLrht  fet't  be  biillt  at  i  arh  end  of'  the  nu'i  ting-h(>ust\ 
;ind  built  iiitii  prws,  >.'<.(•.:  "  but  the  report  was  negati\ed. 
Till'  ( i| liuli  lu,  di 'iibt -s,  pres  adi'il  that  tlio  bi't  trr  jx >lie  v  would 
])e  to  build  aiii  w.  lor,  two  vears  alterwanls,  it  was  dtcnhd 
to  ri'jKiir  till'  nil]  hdU-e  bv  sim]>Iv  "  patidiiuLT  thf  Kutl  :"'  and 
at  till-  saiuf  tiiuf  (  <  )i-tiib(>r  "J'.',  IT'.'J,  t  thev  \ott  il  "  to  build  a 
ini  i't in',f-hi "Ux'  li>r  i'ublii  is  wi.r.-liip  ou  the  land  <:i^<  n  tn  the 
jir,-f  j>r<ciMet  iti  Ib't m ij< licld  bv  ihr  latr  I  .icuti'nant  .Inhu  i'arnes 
fur  that  purpose. 
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On  the  17th  of  December  following,  it  was  agreed  "  to  ex- 
cept one  of  the  Plans  for  a  meeting-house  presented  bv  the 
committee  chosen  for  that  purpose,"  and — 

Voted,  That  the  meeting-house  be  built  by  the  sale  of  the  pews, 
if  the  same  shall  be  sufficient,  if  not,  the  remaining  sum  to  be  assosied 
on  the  Polls  and  Estates  of  the  Precinct." 

A  committee  of  seven  was  chosen  to  superintend  the  sale 
of  the  pews,  (as  delineated  in  the  plan  adopted ;  and  the 
building  of  the  house;  which  committee  subsequently  (Janu- 
ary 29,1793)  reported  that  they  had  .^jld  die  pews  fur  eleven 
hundred  and  seven  pounds.  Arrangements  were  tin-tlu-r 
made  for  procuring  timber  and  other  materials,  and  ^lar*  h  1". 
1794,  it  was  "voted  to  set  the  new  meeting-house  paril\-  Nvhure 
the  old  one  now  stands." 

Two  months  later  the  parish  voted  "  that  tlie  now  meeting- 
house stand  on  flat  stones  on  the  soil,  as  tlir  gruund  is  now 
staked  out,  and  that  the  committee  ask  and  proN  idc  fin-  as 
many  hands  as  shall  be  needed  for  rais^ing  the  ne\v  meeting- 
house." Accordingly,  the  house  in  \\  luch  wc  ImM  tlir.-^r  ^er^•- 
ices  to-day  soon  began  to  rise;  was  fini>hed  the  fallowing 
year,  and  dedicated  November  1",  17'.''i,  tlie  sermon  "U  tin- 
occasion  being  preached  by  Eev.  Enos  I  liirlirin  k,  I ).  I ).  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island.  Tl\e  (n-iginal  ilinicnsions  dt'  the 
house,  as  would  appear  from  tlir  |ilan  whi^li  it  \vas  \(itr(l  tu 
adopt,  were,  length  sixty-three  feet,  brradih  filiy  feet. 

The  old  meetiug-housc  was  rem()\  ed,  so  as  to  gi\e  place  to 
the  new,  to  "the  south  corner  of  the  lot  ol'  I:ind  (ornnu-ly 
owned  by  Nathaniel  Gilbert,  late  ot'  ih-ookll.Ll,  deceased," 
and  was  devoted  to  town  and  |)ni  i-li  u.m  -.  In  I --00  it  was 
sold  at  '■'■publick  vendue"  loi-  He-  ,-iini  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-six  jiounds. 
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In  the  Sprinp:  of  179S  a  second  attem[it  was  made  to 
procure  a  lu  ll.  hut.  like  the  first,  resulted  in  failure,  luit  a 
better  success  was  achieved  the  following  year,  when  the 
parish  raised  the  sum  of  four  liundred  dullars — half  hv  suli- 
scription  and  halt'  I'V  tax — u>v  the  i)urchase  of  a  liell  and  an 
Eight  Day  Cluck  tor  the  new  meeting-house  :  the  surplus 
money,  shoidil  any  rmiain,  to  lie  ''appropriated  to  procure 
furnitiu-e  for  tlie  l)e.-k  ami  1  )esk  ^^'indow  in  said  meeting- 
houjc."  A  h-  11  of  six  humlred  and  stn-entv-one  pounds 
weight  was  duly  purchased  of  Mr.  Paul  Kevere  at  Boston, 
and  was  '"raised  and  hung,""  the  ^vhule  at  an  expense  of 
three  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  fiftv-six  cents.  For 
lack  ot  funds  the  [iroject  of  ol)tainin^•  a  clock  was  abandoned. 
(A  clock,  at  that  j)eriod,  was  an  expcnsl\e  piece  of  furni- 
ture.) It  may  he  a  matter  of  interest  to  know  that  the  cost 
of  tran-[)ortiiig  the  lull  frcui  Imi.-Iou  to  r>r( u ikticid,  a  dis- 
tance of  se\  enty  milt  in  those  davs  of  slo\v  locomotion, 
■was  t"our  dollars  and  fifty  cents  —  prettv  lean  wages,  one 
AM'uM  thiidv  in  tlii-.M'  iiiiie,>  ot'  intlated  curren(:"v,  as  the  work 
niu-r  have  consuinrd  at  lea>t  two  or  three  davs  ot"  lime  t'or 
man  and  team.  Tlie  ])reseiit  hell  was  juircha.-ed  in  1S55. 
d"lie  first  intrculiictiou  ot"  st'ins  here,  as  t  I.mw  here.  e\  identlv 
did  not  meet  with  universal  t'avor.  d  In-  pai'i-h  \(Ued.  Pe- 
iriut)er  '''^.  1^1"^,  "to  raise  the  sinn  ot'  one  hundred  and  tit'tv 
doll.u  -  lor  the  purpost>  ot  ertu-tiii-j;  two  sto\es  in  the  meetin""- 
house."'  luit  they  unmediatrl\-  rt'con.^idered  thi>  action,  and 
voted  '"that  iiidi\ iilual,-  lulongiuLT  to  the  |iari-h  he  jurnn'/tt'J, 
it  they  (dioo.-e,  (o  place  a  stove  or  stoves  in  the  meetlnix- 
liuiise."  How  soon  thereafter  this  desideratum  was  obtained, 
<lr»e.-^  not  a|i]ii  ar. 

In  i'^.l^i  me.i.-uri'.--  witc  taken  to  procure  an  <'/;</(//;,  whi(di  in 
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due  time,  was  accomplished.  This  instrument  was  replaced, 
in  1856,  by  a  new  and  better  one,  which  is  still  in  use. 

In  1838,  forty-three  years  from  the  time  of  its  erection, 
this  house  was  thoroughly  remodeled,  at  au  outlav,  apart 
from  stoves,  chandelier,  and  other  incidentals,  of  tive  thousand 
four  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents.  It 
was  turned  around  to  a  right  angle  with  its  former  position, 
and  moved  bach  about  a  rod  in  the  rear  of  its  original  site. 
An  addition  was  also  built  on  each  side  of  the  old  po.ch,  the 
extent  of  the  building,  making  the  body  of  tlu'  house  eighty 
feet  in  length,  with  a  capacity,  including  gallerv,  for  eight 
hundred  sittings.  Instead  of  the  former  cupola,  a  steej)le 
ninety-two  feet  in  height  was  erected,  bearing  the  same  vane 
that  crowned  the  old  meeting-house.  Besides,  a  projection 
of  six  feet,  with  four  pillars,  was  added  in  front  ;  a  new  base- 
ment story  was  made,  sixty-five  by  fifty-two  feet,  which.  In 
1840,  was  finished  at  a  cost,  inclusive  of  furniture  I'or  the 
vestry,  of  four  hundred  dollars,  and  divided  Into  two  apart- 
ments— one  for  a  Vestry,  and  the  other  for  a  Town-house, 
which  continued  to  be  so  used  until  our  new  and  spacious 
Town  Hall  was  completed  in  the  spring  of  This 
house,  as  thus  remodeled,  was  dedicated  January  L  1  ^>>0. 
The  introductory  prayer  on  the  occasion  was  olK  rcil  h_v  b'ev. 
Mr.  Smalley,  of  Worcester;  reading  of  selert  portions  of 
Scripture  by  Rev.  Mlcah  Stone  of  South  Ih-Mol^ticM  :  .«'rninn 
by  Rev.  Hubbard  Winslow  of  Boston  ;  prayer  of  (hMli(\-ition 
by  Rev.  John  Flske  of  New  Braintree:  conclinliug  prayer  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Snell  of  North  Brookflrld. 

This  house  was  again  thoroughly  rrtouch(Ml  in  1^1'.'.  :ind 
yet  other  alterations  made  a  few  year-  \:\\vv.  in  th''  cnly  p:u-t 
of  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Byington,  through  i\u-  <  iitrrpri.-c  and 
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energy  of  the  hulies,  as  eviuced  bv  the  tollowing  :  At  a 
meetincr  ot'  the  directors  of  the  '"Uniou  Society'"  of  ^\'est 
Brookfield  in  the  Spring  of  1S54,  it  was 

••  Voted,  That  the  said  Society  present,  gratuitously,  to  the  parish  all 
the  improvements  they  have  made  in  the  interior  of  the  meetini^diouse, 
and  embracing  the  pulpit,  fourteen  globe  lamps,  and  clock." 

In  response  to  which  the  parish 

''Jiesolred,  That  they  accept  the  same  ;  and  that,  in  consideration  of 
the  courtesy  and  generosity  uf  the  Union  Society  in  thus  presenting 
those  valuable  and  ornamental  fixtures,  the  thanks  of  the  parish  be  ten- 
dered to  said  Society,  and  that  this  resolve  be  entered  on  the  records  of 
the  parish." 

During  the  present  year  ah^o,  a  few  hundreds  uf  dulhirs 
have  been  expemU'd  upmi  the  exterior  for  paintins:  and  other 
needeil  repair.-.  d  hi'  work  nt'  ihni-ouuhlv  renovatinL,^  and 
beautifvln'j'  tlu^  now  marred  and  dinsfv  interior  has  been  re- 
scr\-ed  till  ;il'(ri-  the  one  hundi-eil  and  tlt'tieth  aiun\ersarv  onlv 
because  thi'  aiini\ersary  came  one  i/ear  too  soon.  It  is  confi- 
dently expected  that  the  year  18t)S  will  find  us  within  a  .-ane- 
luarv  reiiilia-ed  !':ir  more  elegant  and  allraeti\-e  \>v  the  iiitro- 
duetiiin  ot  some  ot  the  more  modern  improvements  in  ciiureh 
areliileet  lire. 

.All \i-Ti;i:.-  l'l;<'^l  tin:  < m  pj  n  wi.  p 

bhios  llitidieocd<  was  born  in  1711:  was  graduated  at 
I  1  ar  \  aid  (  dncLTe  III  Ii'm  :  and  w  a.-<  .-eti  KhI  as  cidleaLTUe  pastor 
with  K*i  \.  Mr.  (  hipman  ot  r>e\ril\-,  M assaehusetls,  in  1771, 
wlii-re  he  eniitmiu  d  nine  vears. 

In  1  1  ^"  hi-  beeaiut'  (diaplain  in  tlie  re\ (tlutii.narv  aiinv, 
whii'h  ollii-e  hi'  hi  Id  till  1  i  '..  In  that  same  V(\ir,  (October 
l.-t,)  he  was  iii-taili  d  pastor  ot  ihr  litMiev olent  ( "on<;roi^ation:il 
(  liuieh  I'f  ('hri.-I.  In   rro\ideiiee,  Khode  I.-land.  whiidi  after- 
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wards  became  a  Unitarian  church.  In  17SS  he  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  In  1S02  his  heahh  fliiled,  and 
on  the  27th  of  February  of  the  following  year,  consumption 
terminated  his  Hfe,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine,  in  the  twentieth 
year  of  his  ministry  at  Providence. 

Dr.  Hitchcock  prepared  a  catechism,  called  ••The  Parent's 
Assistant,"  and  published  several  books  upon  education. 
Among  his  publications  is  "x\.  Discourse  delivered  at  the 
Ordination  of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Gould  to  the  miui^tL-rlal 
office  in  the  Christian  Church,  at  Standish,  .September  18, 
1793,"  He  also  preached  the  sermon  at  the  dedication  of 
this  house,  November  10,  1795. 

Joshua  Crowell,  son  of  Joshua  and  ^larv  (Field  )  Crowell, 
was  born  September  15,  1777.  His  parents  were  both  mem- 
bers of  this  church  until  their  death.  He  studied  for  a  time 
at  Leicester  Academy,  and  also  at  Salem.  He  was  converted 
under  the  labors  of  Eev.  Elijah  Bachelor,  a  .Methodist  milli- 
ter who  preached  on  circuit  at  the  house  of  ^\'idow  Cruwell, 
(Joshua's  mother,)  on  "Ragged  Hill ;""  soon  hccame  a  ]\feth- 
odist  itinerant  preacher,  and  labored  successfully  for  a  nundj»  r 
of  years  in  several  of  the  Xe^v  England  States,  imtil  I'^^Oi'i, 
soon  after  which  he  removed  to  A\  arc,  whoi-c  he  resi<led  tor 
many  years,  partly  engaged  in  secul:ii-  purMiit-.  The  last 
few  years  of  his  life  were  spent  with  ins  daughter  in  Stur- 
brido-e,  where  he  died  Juh'  ill.  l^^.i^,  in  the  eiirhtv-fir,-t  vear 
of  his  age,  and  fifty-seventh  of  hl~  ministi-y.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  and  trustees  of  the  A\'esleyan  .\radeniy, 
Wilbraham. 

Asa  Kent  was  born  ^lay  I'.  1780.  Early  consccrater]  (u 
God  by  a  devotedly  ]uous  muthi  i-,  in  thr  hupe  that  he  would 
become  a  preacher  of  the  gos|)el,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
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yielcL  il  lii-  lioart  to  Christ ;  ;it  twcntv-one  was  licensed  to 
exhort,  and  was  iininod lately  ein[ih:)yed  on  the  circuit  in  A'cr- 
mont.  The  following  year  he  was  placed  on  another  circuit 
in  the  same  State,  and  revivals  in  various  places  attended  his 
labors.  Afterwards  he  was  stationed  at  various  points  in 
Verniont  :  still  later  in  Lynn.  Massachusetts,  and  Bristol, 
Rhode  Island. 

In  1814  he  was  made  Trc-idinu-  Klder  over  the  Xew  Lon- 
don District,  which  ottice  he  held  four  years.  Subsequently 
he  preached  at  several  important  centers,  as  rrovideuce,  New 
Bedford,  Newport.  ( 'harle.-town,  until  l>^oS,  when  increasing 
intirmltks  compelled  him  to  abandon  the  labors  of  a  ministe- 
rial chari:-!'.  He  rcmo\edto  New  Bedi'ord.  where  he  lived, 
belo\  ed  and  revered,  the  remaindci-  ot'  his  davs. 

In  184*'  he  was  chaplain  to  the  house  of  correction  in  Xew 
Bedford,  and  at'trr  that,  lor  four  ^■ears,  preached  rCLTularlv 
once  a  Sabbath  in  ^-'^uw  of  ihc  churrhe,-.  and  ^ave  iu>tructlon 
in  a  Sabbath  s(diool.  1  )iirln'j;  hi-  life  he  often  enriclu  il  the 
colunms  of  the  .Mothodl,-t  rdlLrious  journals  with  the  ]iro<lue- 
tions  of  his  ready  pen.  lib  days  wiaH'  tilf  .l  up  wliii  u,-eful- 
uess  ;  and,  calmly  iru-tliiLT  i'l  the  atomanent  of  (  hrl-t.  he 
dieil  at  New  i>edtord.  September  1,  aLjcd  ci<'-htv. 

Charles  (  illbert,  son  ot'  Nathaniel  and  I'di/ab<'tli  (iilbcrt, 
was  Lnadiiate(l  at  hartmoulb  College  in  l^"l,a  dassmate  and 
intimate  frl.'nd  ot'  I'anlel  \\  ebsfer,  with  whom,  .at'ter  hwvin"- 
college,  he  u,-ed  to  hold  trlendl\-  eori-e<j)ondence.  Ibit  death 
made  him  an  eaily  victim,  and  he  died  Mai-eli  1  J,  I  ^o.",^ 
tlie  age  ot'  twenty-seven.  Ills  grave  i>  in  the  (  )|d  ihn-ving 
<  iroiind.  (  )n  hl~  tonile-lone  \v(>  read  :  "  j  le  had  a  coIleLriate 
cilueatnin  ;  had  completed  hl>  theolo.jieaj  >tudies,  .and  com- 
menceil  a  prcaidiei-  ot    the   (iospei  with   j)le.a>in^  pro.'spGCts 


of  success  and  usefulness;  but  they  were  soon  blasted  bv 
death." 

Caleb  Sprague  Henry,  son  of  Silas  Henry,  was  born  at 
Eutland,  Massachusetts,  August  2,  1804,  and  removed  with 
his  father's  family  to  West  Brookfield  in  1^1:;.  The  main 
facts  in  his  history  are  to  be  found  in  Ap|)leton"s  New  Ameri- 
can Cyclopedia.  He  was  graduated  at  Dartmouth  ColL-j'-  in 
1825;  studied  theology  at  Andover  and  Xew  JIaven;  was 
licensed  to  preach  by  the  Brookfield  Association  in  1S2S.  and 
was  settled  the  following  year  as  Congregational  minister,  at 
Greenfield,  Massachusetts.  From  1832  to  1835  he  was  asso- 
ciate pastor  v>rith  the  venerable  Dr.  Perkins,  at  ^\'cst  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut.  In  1834  he  publishL'd  a  paui[)ldct  on  the 
"Principles  and  Prospects  of  the  Friends  of  Peace."  Ab.mt 
this  time  he  also  established  a  journal  callri]  the  ••  AimTii'an 
Advocate  of  Peace,"  which,  after  the  first  year,  became  tlie 
oro;aa  of  the  American  Peace  Socletv.  In  1^".5  he  was 
ordained  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Cliurcli,  liy  liidi.ip  (  )n- 
derdonk  of  New  York;  soon  after  -whicli  he  became  Professor 
of  Intellectual  and  IMoral  Phild.-njihy  in  luistol  College, 
Pennsylvania;  which  position  he  retainnl  uniil  l^'M.  wh-ai 
he  removed  to  New  York  City,  and,  in  conjunrtiDii  witli  Hr. 
Plawks,  established  the  New  York  Pevicw.  same  year 

the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Di\-inity  ^^•n-  CDnfrn-i  il  npnn  Iiim  by 
Geneva  College,  New  York.  He  cdiird  rlu>  b'c\i('w  until 
1839,  when  he  became  Professor  of  PhiInMi])Iiv  ami  Ili^tdry 
in  the  New  York  University.  In  P^IT.  in  niMltinn  to  iho 
duties  of  his  professorship,  ho  took  the  rtM-torship  of  M. 
Clement's  Church,  New  York.  U\-  licaltli  failing  from  over- 
work, he  resigned  tlir  r:\vr  ol'  llio  oluir.'li  in  l^  'l.  retaining 
however  his  professorship,  and  pci  i^nning.  for  som<^  part  of 
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the  time,  the  duties  of  the  chancellorship  of  the  University 
also.  In  1S52  ill  health  compelled  him  to  resign  his  proles- 
sorshlp,  since  which  time,  by  the  direction  of  physicians,  he 
has  lived  in  the  country.  His  pre.-ent  [)lace  of  residence  is 
Xe\vbur2:h  on  the  Hudson. 

Dr.  Ilonry  has  published,  besides  the  works  already  men- 
tioned, a  tran.dati.in  of  Cousin's  Lectures  on  Locke's  "Essay 
on  the  Human  Understanding,"  with  notes  and  additional 
pieces,  the  work  ai)pearing  under  the  title  of  "Cousin's  l\-v- 
chology,"  (ISOi,)  and  since  revised  and  enlarired:  also,  a 
"Compendium  of  Christian  Anti.[uities "  (1S3T);  "Moral 
and  l'liil(i,-(i[ihiral  Essays"  (ISoTO  :  an  ••Epitome  of  the  Hi  — 
tory  of  Philosophy,"  translated  fVoin  the  Erench  (1S45")  ; 
'•(^iuizot's  General  lli-tory  of  Civilization,  with  Notes:" 
'•Household  Liturgy:"  Taylor's  "^Manual  of  Ancient  and 
^Modern  lli-tory,"  re\ised,  with  a  diaptrr  on  tlieJrist<irv 
of  the  LTnited  States  (  1845 )  ;  ••  I  )|-.  (  )Mliain  at  Grevstones 
an<l  his  Talk  There"  (ISoO):  "Consideration.-  upon  the  Ele- 
ments and  Conditions  of  Social  'W'dlare  and  Human  Progress" 
Cl8t'>i^):  an  Oration  on  "Patriotism  and  the  Slaveholder's 
Lebclhon"  (Ui'.li:  ••Polities  and  tlio  Pul[)it."  :uid  m:inv 
articles  in  \\\<-  '•  (  Mntiiient:il  ."Montlilv,"  and  other  journ;ds, 
num(M-ou,-  addi'esses.  etc. 

Luriii-  \\':it<on  (Tirk.  si>n  of  dames  :ind  derudia  (  .Marev") 
( 'laik,  \va-  burn  in  .Man.-tlrld.  (  nniici-tieut.  d  ul\  "J.  l^iM  :  rc- 
movi'd  with  Ills  pan  iit-  tn  tin-  place  in  U  I  _' :  wa-  converted 
under  the  inini.-try  of  lve\.  Mr.  Thelps  In  the  revi\;d  of  iSlS, 
:uid  imited  with  tlii-  tduir.  Ii  PeiManber  \'-\,  ot"  that  ve;ir.  Ii«> 
was  graduated  at  Dr^w  n  I'nixer.-itv  in  I'^-Jl:  pur.-ued  his 
iheojogieal  .-tudi"  '  with  I  M".  ide  nf  M.dwav:  wa>  Iieen>ed  (o 
preaidi  by  the   .M.  ndon   A.-^soeial ii ^n  in   l^^L^'i;  \v:\s  nrtlained 


pastor  of  the  church  in  Wilbraham,  (Massachusetts,)  in  1S29, 
where  he  continued  three  years.  He  was  afterwards,  for  five 
years  pastor  at  Plymouth,  and  five  years  at  Amesburv  ;  after 
which,  on  account  of  insufticient  health,  he  hibored  odIv  as 
temporary  supply.  Some  eight  or  nine  years  previous  to  his 
death,  he  removed  to  Middlebury,  Vermont,  where  he  died 
of  lung  fever  after  only  a  few  days"  illness,  January  2,  l>i54. 

From  an  obituary  published  in  the  Boston  Recorder  soon 
after  his  death,  I  take  the  following  brief  passage  : — '*  As  a 
man,  a  friend,  a  Christian,  they  only  knew  his  \voi  ih,  who  knew 
him  well.  Reliable,  conscientious,  and  generous  even  to  a 
fault;  frank  in  his  words,  transparent  in  lil-  motives,  steadfast 
to  principle,  and  to  duty;  kind,  sympathizing,  and  true  to  his 
Master;  a  meek,  humble  and  prayerful  fillowerof  the  Ivird 
Jesus  Christ,  whose  earnest  desire  was  that  God  !)•■  lionored 
and  men  redeemed."  Almost  his  last  work  on  earth  was  tu 
address  a  company  of  grieving  mourners  from  tlie  inspiring- 
words,  "  Blessed  are  the  dead  "vvhich  die  in  the  Lord  from 
henceforth  :  yea  saith  the  spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  thuir 
labors;  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 

John  C.  Nichols,  son  of  Isaac  and  Abigail  TCutlcr  )  ^vichols, 
was  born  November  17,  1801.  In  tlie  ,-imniicr  (if'  1^1^,  he 
united  with  this  church,  and  is  still  a  numb*  r  of  it.  having 
never  removed  his  relation,  lie  was  graduated  at  ale  ('ul- 
lege  in  1824;  piu'sucd  his  theological  >tiidic>  at  New  Ihucn; 
was  licensed  bv  the  New  Jlavcn  AVcst  Associati'ni  In  I  ^:;.0, 
and,  for  three  years  following,  was  a  Homo  ^Iis>i(.nary  in 
Canada.  In  the  meantime,  —  in  18ol,  —  he  returned  to  the 
states,  and  was  ordaiiird  in  Nnrtli  I'roolvficld  lor  his  mission- 
ary work. 

In  1834  he  was  installed  pastor  of  the  Second  Churrh  in 


Stoulngton.  (.'nnncctlcut,  an.l  was  dismissed  iu  1>;>J.  In  1^40 
he  became  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Lebanon,  Connec- 
ticut, wluji-f.  in  li^oo,  he  discontinued  his  hdjurs  on  account  of 
failing  hcakli.  Soon  afterwards  he  rt-muved  tu  Old  Lvnie, 
Connecticut,  and  tlu  iv  he  has  remained  ever  since,  teachini? 
and  preacliing,  as  heakh  and  uppurtunity  liave  permitted. 

Sewall  Lamberton,  sun  of  Samuel  D.  and  Lucv  E.  Lam- 
brrton,  was  l.,.rn  August  He  was  hopefully  cun- 

verted  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  and,  the  fwllowiuLT  rear,  was 
admitted  to  the  connnuniun  (.f  the  Mcthddi^t  I^piscopal 
Church.  During  the  years  Is:".:,  and  ls:\u  j,,.  held  license  as 
an  exhortcr.  and,  in  rliat  capaeity,  labnrrd  mure  or  k-ss  in 
(htfrrcnt  Unyu<.  April  l^l,  1  .  h.-  was  lirrn.-.-d  u,  pivarh  at 
Chicopee  Falls  ;  after  whirh  his  time  was  devoted  to  studv 
and  tW  work  of  the  ministry,  hdh.ring  at  South  lladlev, 
Falnier  and  W'ilhi-ahani,  thi^  State:  and  in  \orwi(di,  Enfield, 
East  A\'ind-n\  ('ohhr>UT,  iladdam.  and  >,iuth  \\':nd>,,r, 
Connecticut,  until  bodily  inlirniily  obliLTod  him  to  n  lin.pii>h. 
for  the  most  part,  mini>t>  rial  duti<  s. 

In  connection  with  hi^  carlh  r  labors,  he  spi  nt  two  and  a 
lialf  or  (luvc  years  at  the   \\\  .deyan  Acadmiy,  ^\■ilbraham. 

'^^''^  br.-ame  connect, (1  with  the  Frovidmce 
Conference,  and  rccci\ed  hi>  first  ordination  bv  vote  of  that 
body.  Much  of  the  time  t',,)-  twenty  years  pa.-I.  he  has  been 
iiiiaMc  to  pcr!-i-m  rcgidar  nuni>icrial  >ervice.  \\'ithin  that 
J.crio.l  he  ha>  .vpent  >c\eral  years  in  >onthuick.  prea.diimr 
more  or  less  for  the  ditlerent  ehundies  of  that  town.  I-",,r 
the  la-t  five  years  h.'  ha^  liv.  .1  in  \\'.  st field,  wiiere  he  .■^tiil 
coiitmues  to  preach  oia-asionall v. 

'-dberl,  >on  of  F/ra  and  b'tith  (  Ikirn.^M  (nj- 
berl,  wa.  born  dauuary  J...  IHl  ;  entered   Aujlier-t  (  ullc-e 


69 

in  1832,  where  having  remained  one  year,  he  went  to  Bingor, 
Maine ;  studied  for  a  time  in  the  preparatory  department, 
then  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  in  that  ])lace,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1837.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  a 
short  time  previously  by  the  Penobscot  Association  in  Ban- 
gor. He  was  ordained  as  an  Evangelist  at  Lyman,  !Maiiie, 
November  15,  1837.  From  thence  he  went  to  Newfield  in 
the  same  State,  where  he  was  installed  pastor  in  the  spring; 
of  1841.  Three  years  later  he  accepted  a  call  to  Kenne- 
bunkport,  Maine,  where  he  preached  -without  settlement  till 
the  spring  of  1817,  when  he  removed  to  AVestern  Xew  York 
and  had  charo-e  of  the  chiircli  in  I'arnui  and  i 'recce  two 
years,  and  of  the  church  in  Fairport  three  years.  In  1852 
he  returned  to  Massachusetts;  subsequently  spent  a  few 
months  in  Augusta,  Maine,  for  the  benefit  nf  his  health, 
acting  meanwhile  as  city  missionary,  and  in  February,  lbo3, 
was  installed  pastor  of  the  church  in  Prescott,  ^Massachusetts, 
where  he  remained  one  year,  when  he  accepted  a  (\ill  to 
Wendell,  Massachusetts,  and  was  installed  in  >.  ovcmlicr.  1  "^54. 
In  December  of  the  following  year  he  went  to  Lyme,  <  )hio, 
where  he  preached  until  May  1857,  \\  hen  \\r  was  taken  sick 
with  congestion  of  the  lunsTS,  and  died  on  the  twent  v-secnnd 
of  that  month,  after  an  illness  of  but  one  week.  His  remains 
repose  in  the  cemetery  at  Lyme.  '1  hr.Mi-h  II ol  a  delicate 
constitution,  his  bodily  sutlerings  during  his  hist  sickness 
were  great,  but  his  soul  was  at  peace,  and  "ho  di.d  j^raising 
the  Lord." 

William  B.  Bond,  son  of  Tlioinns  and  J(Mninia  (  Bush  ) 
Bond,  was  born  January  12,  1M5;  removed  to  Springfield 
at  about  the  age  of  eleven  years  ;  fitted  tor  college  at  Westfield 
Academy,  and  at  a  boarding-schoni  in  South  ITadley,  the 
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principal  of  which  was  Kev.  David  R.  Austin,  afterward 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Sturbridge.  It  was  in  this  school 
that  he  experienced  religion,  in  the  summer  of  ISol.  He 
was  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  1>^-jD  ;  studied  theology 
two  years  in  Lane  Seminary,  Ohio,  and  graduated  at  New 
1  ork  inlSo'.:';  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Third  Presbv- 
tcry  in  Now  York,  April  S,  of  the  same  year,  and  ordained 
pastor  of  ihe  Congregational  ( "liurch  in  Lee,  jNIassachusetts, 
iMareh  1>,  1S40,  where  he  laljurcd  successfully  durinc:  a 
ministry  of  about  seven  years,  and  was  permitted  to  see  a 
general  revival  of  religion,  as  the  result  of  \\liifli  nearlv  one 
hundred  persons  imited  ^\'ltll  the  cluu'ch  l)v  ])rofession  of 
their  faith.  lie  was  installril  pit-tor  of  the  Second  or  North 
Congregational  (  Inirch  in  St.  »Iohn.-bury,  A  ermont,  October 
15,  1847,  where  he  remained  about  eleven  years,  clurinL:; 
^vll!(•ll   tinti'  tlif  cliui-rli  Mr-M'il  Willi   two  seasons  of 

special  religious  inlfrc-t.  and  alnint  one  hundred  and  twentN'- 
five  persons  were  addeil  to  its  nieml)ershlp.  ( )n  aeeoimt  of 
a  failure  of  health,  he  was  luiable,  for  several  vears  there- 
after, to  assume  anv  eharge.  In  1\  bniarv.  IS'lo,  lu^  becanu^ 
acting  pastor  ot"  the  first  ( "ougregalional  ('hur^•h.  in  I'ahuer, 
in  the  vilhi'^e  ot'  llinrndike,  whiidi  still  continues  to  be  his 
field  of  labor. 

.lo.-iah  Addi.-on  ( 'arv,  son  of  Deacon  .To-iah  and  I'letsev 
f]Ieiu-\  )  ('arv,  wa.-'  born  March  "J'.',  1^1-'..  Me  united  with 
till,-  (  hurch  >e[itenii>er  _',  i^'Ji.  \\  hen  l)ut  fourteen  vears  of 
a^e.  lie  prepari'd  fur  college  at  liaillev  and  Amherst  ai'ad- 
cmies,  and  was  graduated  a  Amher,-t  ( 'o|leij-(>  in  l^^-'l!,  rank- 
ing among  the  |oi-eino,<t  of  his  el:i,-s  for  talent,  sch, dar.-hi j), 
and  piety.  lie  had  -ei  hi-  heart  upon  the  mi-.-ionar\-  work, 
but   the   providence  of   (iod  ordtued  otherwise.      Soon  after 
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leaving  college,  he  was  appointed  a  professor  in  the  New  York 
Institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb.  ^Vhile  thus  enizaged  in 
that  Institution,  he,  at  the  same  time,  carried  on  his  theolog- 
ical studies,  and  was  graduated  at  the  Union  Senilnarv  in 
1837.  In  1839  he  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Third  Pres- 
bytery of  New  York;  was  ordained  as  an  Evangelist  at  the 
Mercer  Street  Church  in  1844  ;  and  installed  in  1849  pastor 
of  a  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  worshiping  in  Lleeker  Chapel, 
New  York,  still  continuing,  however,  to  discharge  his  duties 
as  instructor  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  Init  these  combined 
labors  overtasked  his  strength,  and  after  a  little  more  ilian  a 
year  he  was  obliged  to  resign  his  pastorate  in  consequence  of 
impaired  health.  In  the  spring  of  1851  he  visited  the  I.-land 
of  Cuba,  whence  returning  after  an  absence  of  two  months 
with  little  benefit  to  his  health,  he  was  induced,  by  the  hope 
that  a  change  of  residence  might  prove  beneficial,  to  accept 
the  appointment  of  superintendent  of  the  Ohio  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Asylum  at  Columbus.  Ijut  this  hnpc  was  a  delusive 
one  :  for  he  had  discharged  the  duties  ot'  his  new  and  imjxirt- 
ant  trustless  than  one  year,  when  he  was  thrown  upon  a  sick 
bed  from  which  he  never  rose.  He  died  greatly  lamented,  at 
Columbus,  August  7,  1852,  having  given  nineteen  years,  or 
lUst  one  half  of  his  life,  to  the  Instruction  ot'  the  unf  )rtunatc 
deaf  mute.  Mr.  Cary  was  a  imui  of  iiiuiv  than  ordinary  ex- 
cellence of  mind  and  character,  in  \\  hat  estimatinn  he  was 
held  by  those  who  knew  him  is  shown  in  various  articles 
pubhshed,  and  resolutions  passed,  soon  after  his  death.  At  a 
convention  of  the  instructors  of  the  deaf  .ami  diunb  h.  ld  at 
Columbus,  among  other  resolutions  that  were  ad(»ptcd,  were 
the  following  : — 

^'Resolved,  That  we  deeply  clepl-.rc  the  death      tlic  Hov  J.  Addi- 


soQ  CaiT,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Ohio  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asvlura. 
both  on  account  of  his  many  amiable  qualities  which  were  so  constantly 
manifested  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  that  distinguished  success 
which  had  attended  his  labors  for  the  intellectual,  moral  and  religious 
improvement  of  deaf  mutes. 

'•Jiesolvecl,  That  we  will  ever  treasure  among  the  most  sacred  trusts 
of  our  memories  the  vii-tues  of  the  departed,  believing  that  his  lile  pre- 
sented a  model  as  teacher  and  superintendent,  rarely  equalled,  and 
never  surpassed." 

By  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  New  York  Institution  m 
wh'h  li  .Mr.  (  ary  was  tor  nuiny  years  professor,  it  was 

'•I^esolced,  That  in  the  lamented  decease  of  Professor  Cary,  in  the 
midst  of  his  career  of  usefulness,  the  science  of  deaf  mute  instruction 
has  been  deprived  of  one  of  its  most  able  and  accomplished  advocates, 
the  cause  of  Christian  benevolence  of  an  earnest  and  devoted  supporter, 
and  the  circle  of  his  attached  friends  of  one  universally  beloved  for  the 
many  Wrtues  of  his  personal  character." 

-Ill'  'hnl  m  thi'  triuiii]di<  i.f'  taith.  tcslitViiiL:.  in  tlu-  luair  of 
hi-  ilis-^i.liilion.  1(1  ih<>  sustainiiiLr  power  of  the  Chri.-riaii  rrli- 
gion.     A  son  of  Mr.  Cary  i-  imw  a  ineinber  of  Yale  Colle<Te. 

A\  illiaiii  T).  >tiiiie,  son  of  l-'raiuMS  :ui'I  Ilaiiirih  Stmu'.  was 
I'Mrn  in  S.<r[\\  r.roMktirld,  .1  anuary  "J  1 .  l^M.  reiimved 
with  hi-  parents  t..  thi.-  paridi  wlim  he  was  six  vears  old. 
''''■■'"i-  li  the  iiithirina'  of  a  ('liri.-tiaii  intith.'r  his  iniiid  w  a- 
olten  .-cri.Mi-ly  inipi-f->fd.  y,  t  hr  experieneial  no  deep  and 
p'Tmanent  chaiii;.'  iiniil,  at  ih<'  -.xrrc  of  .-sixteen,  un.l.T  tlie 
j)r.'achinu^  of  ilcv.  Mr.  I'(h.i.  his  heart  yi.dd,  .!  t,,  the  rjainis 
of  ('hri-t.  .and  hi\  to^M'th.  r  with  t  went  v-f.iur  othrrs.  unittal 
with  thi,-  .  Iniivh  .Maivh  I,  l^JT.  Vr.,u}  thr  tiin.^  that  he 
eoiisecrati'd  his  heart  and  life  t..  (iod,  he  had  .a  ,-tnui"-  desire 
to  pre.arh  th.'  (M.>p,  l,  hm  wa-  not  |i.Tiuittf(l  cMninenee 
jM-rparatioii  U>y  that  work  durinLT  hi-  luiiioritv.  At  thr  a"-e 
of  twenty-two  he  h. -.in  the  study  of   L.itiii  and  (ireek  in 
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preparation  for  college,  teaching  or  laborlnof,  meanwhile,  a 
portion  of  each  year,  in  order  to  procure  pecuniary  meuns  for 
his  education.  He  pursued  his  preparatory  studies,  for  the 
most  part,  at  Hadley  Academy  ;  and  v/as  graduated  at  Am- 
herst College  in  1839.  He  studied  theology  for  a  time  at 
Andover,  and  completed  his  theological  studies  with  liev. 
George  Trask  of  "Warren.  He  was  Hcensed  to  preach  bv  the 
Brookfield  Association  in  IS-LI ;  was  ordained  pastor  of  the 
Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  Gardiner,  ^Massachusetts, 
February  23,  1842,  where  he  remained  until  August,  1850, 
when,  partly  by  reason  of  ill  heakii,  and  partly  in  conse- 
quence of  the  solicitation  of  his  parents,  he  retired  from  the 
ministry,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  this  town,  wliere  he 
still  lives,  and  is  known  as  a  thorough-going  and  prosperous 
farmer. 

Austin  Phelps,  son  of  Rev.  Dr.  Eliakim  and  ?krrs.  Sarah 
(Adams)  Phelps,  was  born  in  West  Brookfield  Januar\-  7, 
1820.  He  was  fitted  for  college  by  Rev.  Dr.  Dewey  of  Pitts- 
field,  and  Rev.  J ustus  French  of  Gene^'a,  New  1  ork ;  entered 
college  at  Geneva  in  1833,  when  but  thirteen  years  old.  and 
was  graduated  with  the  hicrhest  honors  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1837. 

He  was  hopefully  converted  under  the  ministry  of  Pov.  Al- 
bert Barnes,  of  Philadelphia,  and  joined  the  church  of  whi'-h 
he  was  pastor,  in  the  summer  of  1838.  He  studied  theology 
partly  in  private,  but  mainly  at  the  v'^cininarios  in  New  ^  ork. 
New  Haven,  and  Andover.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  l>y 
the  Third  Presbytery,  of  Philadelphia,  in  1830,  and  on  >Iarch 
31,1812  was  ordained  pastor  of  Pine  Street  ('liinvli.  r...st<.n, 
and  closed  his  labors  there  in  May,  1848,  which  was  his  only 
pastorate. 

10 
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In  September  of  the  snme  vear  lie  was  inaugurated  Profes- 
sor of  sacred  Ehetoric  at  Andover,  and  has  held  th.ai  i)0;ition 
ever  since  v.  itli  uiarkcil  abilitv  and  success  ;  during  -which 
time  more  th.an  (ivc  hundred  pupils  have  enjoyed  his  instruc- 
tions, lie  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from 
Amherst  College  in  ISIG,  when  only  twenty-six  years  of  age. 

He  was  married  in  September  1S42  to  Elizabeth,  eldest 
daughter  of  Professor  ^Nloses  Stuart  of  Andover.  She  died 
in  November  lS-32.  She  was  the  authoress  of  "Ihe  Sunny 
Side,"  c\:c..  and  a  writer  of  great  promise.  In  April,  lS-.)0.  ho 
Avas  married  to  her  sister  ^lary  Stuart,  who  died  in  September, 
1S5G.  His  present  wife,  to  v/hom  he  was  married  in  June, 
1S5S,  is  INIary,  youngest  daughter  uf  Samuel  Johnson,  Esq., 
of  I'joston,  and  grand-daughter  ot  Captain  Howe,  formerly 
well  knmvn  as  a  citizen  of  South  Brookfield. 

-VlthiMigh  yet  in  middle  life,  the  pri)ductions  of  Professor 
Phelps"  pen  are  already  snmewhat  nvuiierous,  anil  liv  no 
means  wanting  in  miM'it.  He  was  joint  editor,  \\\{\\  Pro- 
fessor P:uk  and  lb'.  Lo^vell  ?kIason.  of  "The  Salibatii  1 1  \  uui 
P)ook,"  which  is  now  u>eil  in  the  "  Service  of  Soul;-  bv  more 
than  a  lhousau<l  churches  ;  joint  author,  with  Professor  Park 
and  Rev.  0.  L.  I'urbtM',  *'  ir\  inn^  .and  Chnirs,"  which  is  a 
Hi.-^torv  and  ( icui  ral  ni>eus>ion  ot  1 1  \  innolo^v. 

That  \aluable  little  book.  "The  ."^till  Ib^nr.  or.  Commun- 
ion with  (iod  "  i>  al.-o  Irom  his  pen.  It  was  orii:inallv  a 
sermon  ])repared  l'>r  his  pe<i]il.>  in  r.!,,;,,n  In  the  ("rdinarv 
("luir.-e  ol  his  ministry  ther<'.  I  hi'  -jrcat  po]inlaiitv  ('f  thi^ 
woik  is  .dio\vn  by  the  fa.et  that  it  has  had  :i  cireidatinu  (>t' 
more  than  forty  thou-and  in  this  e.unitrv,  and  more  than  sixtv 
thiin  -au'!  in  l''nc;land  .and  f  rane'\ 

A  more  reeent   publiealinn  ot'  his  is  "  Thr   N»'w  Ijlrth.  ' 
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Add  to  these,  various  articles  in  the  Bibliotheco.  Sacra  :  an 
oration  before  the  Porcer  Rhetorical  Society  of  Amlover ;  a 
sermon  before  the  Pastoral  Association  of  Massacliusetts ; 
a  sermon  before  the  Massachusetts  Convention  of  Conareo-a- 
tional  Ministers,  and  the  Election  Sermon  before  the  Lei;:sla- 
ture  of  Massachusetts  in  1861. 

Besides,  Professor  Phelps  has  frequently  preached  at  Ordi- 
nations, Dedications,  and  on  other  public  occasions.  And 
yet,  with  characteristic  humility,  he  v>'ritcs  :  "  A  retrospect 
of  one's  life,  from  the  'silent  shore  '  on  which  I  seem  to  my- 
self to  have  been  walking,  in  my  infirmity,  these  five  years 
past,  does  on  awaken  self-gratulation."  Plis  religious  history, 
he  says,  "  contains  nothing  of  value  to  others  but  the  old  story 
of  a  faithfid  Savioiu'."  Pie  adds  :  "My  purpose  to  be  a  min- 
ister, I  trace  back  distinctly  to  my  earliest  years  in  Brook- 
field.  It  was  bfeathed  into  me  by  the  example  and  pravers 
of  my  father  and  mother.  As  Gibbon  says  of  Christianity, 
'  it  was  in  the  atmosphere '  of  my  early  home.  In  tact,  I  sus- 
pect that  I  was  born  with  it." 

Nathaniel  Spear,  eldest  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  (  Ar- 
nold) Spear,  was  born  September  4,  1814.  From  the  ago  of 
sixteen  he  served  an  apprenticeshi]-)  of  five  years  to  the  tai- 
lor's trade,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  commenced  a 
course  of  study,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-lour  was  prepared 
for  college.  But,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  his  health,  he 
abandoned  his  purpose  of  gaining  a  liluaal  cdin-itidii.  11c 
removed  into  Western  New  York,  where  he  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  establishing  a  new  church.  After  a  time  he  wa.s 
called  to  labor  in  the  emplny  nf  tlw  WWAc  Society,  and  at 
length,  under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Tract  and  Bible 
vSocieties  in  conjunction,  he  was  engaged  for  six  years  in 


presenting  the  cau^e  of  tlie^e  ."^oclecics  among  the  churches 
of  noruh-eastern  Penusylvanuu  since  which  time  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Xorthuniberh\nd,  Pennsylvania,  (0.  S..^  has 
ordained  him  jiastor  of  tlLrce  churches  within  the  boundi-  of 
that  Presbytery,  and  under  the  care  of  the  Domestic  I\Iis- 
sionary  society.  These  churches  are  at  Rohrsburg,  Sugar 
Loaf  and  Orangeville,  the  hatter  being  his  phice  of  residence. 

Harrison  Otis  IlowUinil,  son  of  Southworth  and  Estlier 
(Allen)  Ilowland,  was  born  January  ISlo.  He  prepared 
for  college  at  Leicester  Acadeniy  ;  was  graduated  at  Amherst 
College  in  1841,  and  at  the  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
Xcw  York  city  in  l'^41.  lie  was  ordained  in  Asliland,  New 
\ork,  in  lS4iJ,  and  has  since  been  pastor  of  churches  in 
A\  arncr  and  Chester,  ^se\v  IIani[)shire,  and  in  Ciirard.  Lrie 
County,  IV-nnsylvania,  where  he  now  resides,  though  nut  as 
settled  j)a<t<ir. 

A\  illiam  A\  are  Huwland,  half-l)rothcr  of  the  preccdins;, 
was  born  February  12"),  I^IT.  His  motlier  was  ^larv  Ware, 
daughter  of  Ih'.  Sanuu  l  \\  arc,  wiio,  tor  more  than  fifteen 
years,  was  pastor  of  the  I'irst  Cliurch  in  ^^'are.  lie  was 
gradiuited  at  Amherst  College  in  l^il,  and  at  I'nion  Si'ni- 
iuary.  New  ork,  in  1^1. >.  In  thr  autunm  ot'  the  same 
year  he  was  ordamed  at  South  Ihullcv,  and  .-ailed  from 
I'o-tona-  a  missionary  t.il'eylc.ii  under  the  aus()ices  ol"  il)i> 
A.  I*>.  ( '.  1" .  M.  I'rom  that  time  to  the  present — a  j)erioi| 
of  t  \N  ••iity-l wo  yt>ars — hi^  has  bi-en  statii>ne(l  at  r)at(icotta. 
In  the  i:ir;uunne  he  has  onee  \i.siti(l  this  eonntrv.  Letters 
tVi'iii  bun  li<  i|ii'  iitly  aj)pear  iii  the  eubuuns  of  the  "  ]\li>>ion- 
aiv  1  braid."  I  wo  ot  hi-  sons,  William  and  Sanuii  1.  are 
iidw  m-'iubcrs  ot  the  SopliMuiore  class  in  AinluM-st  ( 'olleQ^o. 
Ldwin  (iilbert,  son  ot  ll.irvev  and  I'livdema  (iilbert,  was 
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born  February  11,  18-21 ;  studied  at  Chester,  Farmington 
and  Austinburgh,  Ohio,  and  completed  his  studies  with  Ho- 
ratio Foote  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  in  the  summer  of  1850 ;  and 
in  the  autumn  following  was  ordained  at  Payson,  Illinois. 
He  bad  been  recommended  as  a  minister  the  previous  vear, 
and  from  that  time  until  the  fall  of  1852  preached  at  Con- 
cord, Morgan  County,  Illinois.  In  1857  and  1858  he  preached 
at  Hampden,  Ohio  ;  in  1859  at  Geneva  in  the  same  State, 
where  he  died  May  13,  1860,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six. 
During  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  he  was  a  ci-reat  suf- 
ferer  from  a  complication  of  diseases,  terminating  in  softening 
of  the  brain.  In  a  lucid  interval,  on  his  birthday  in  IVliru- 
ary  1860,  he  said,  "  Christ  is  precious.  I  am  not  sorry  I 
have  preached  Christ;  but  when  my  work  is  all  done,  I  want 
to  oo  home." 

Josliua  M.  Chamberlain,  son  of  Eli  and  Achsah  Chamber- 
Iain,  was  born  in  1825;  was  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College 
in  1855,  and  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary  at  1858. 
Early  in  the  following  year  he  went  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and 
for  a  time  supplied  a  pulpit  in  that  city.  In  1860  he  became 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  Ciiurch  in  Des  ]\Ioincs,  Iowa, 
from  which  relation  he  was,  at  his  own  request,  dismissed  in 
1866.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  agent  for  the  American 
Missionary  Association  in  tlie  same  State,  and  is,  at  present, 
eno-ao-ed  in  collectin;!  funds  for  Iowa  College. 

Edward  Payson  Thwing,  son  of  Deacon  I'honias  and 
Grace  (Barnes)  Th^viiig,  nltliough  not  born  until  a  few  years 
after  his  father  removed  Ironi  this  place,  yet  seems  so 
thoroughly  identified  with  us  as  to  claim  liere  a  notice.  He 
was  born  August  25,  IS;"'')  at  AA^nrr  A'ill:igc.  Tii  Ids  sevcntli 
year  he  was  a  member  of  the  primary  dc[iartment  of  West 


Brookfield  Academy,  then  under  the  charge  of  Mrs.  C.  P.  F. 
AVheelock,  afterward  ^Irs.  Je^se  Bli;?.  lu  Xovember,  ISO", 
he  removed  w'lih  hi-  lather's  iaualy  tu  Bu^-tun.  his  father 
having  entered  iipuu  his  missionary  hxbors  in  that  citv  the 
previous  January.  It  was  at  about  this  time,  wlieu  he  was 
soven  years  of  age,  that  he  gave  his  heart  to  Christ.  HaviniX 
studied  at  the  Eliot  Grammar  School,  and  the  High  School 
of  Boston,  and  tvro  years  at  Monson  Academv,  he  entered 
Harvard  University,  where  he  was  graduated  in  l^oo,  and 
the  stunnitr  of  that  year  he  s[)ent  in  foreign  travel.  He 
was  firaduated  at  Andovcr  Theoloirical  Seminarv  in  1^")S: 
having  been  licensed  to  preach  by  the  ?diddlesex  South  As- 
sociation in  December  ISoT  ;  was  ordaino(l  pastor  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  Street  Church,  Portlaml,  Elaine.  September 
185S,  whence,  after  tour  and  a  half  year's  labor,  he  was  re- 
leased to  accept  a  call  to  C^uincy,  (^Massachusetts,)  where  he 
^va^  installed  November  1'.',  lSi">2,  and  where  he  closed  his 
])astoral  cnniieciii»n  on  account  oi'  unpaired  healih.  -1  i, 
IStjT.  1!<-  has  pnbli--hed  ''Bible  .^keiches,"  (^18.34,)  a  small 
vuliunc  written  while  ho  was  in  college:  '"Leaves  from  a 
Tourist's  .lournal,"  a  serial  on  foreign  tra\el.  in  ten  nuniljers, 
publi.-het-l  in  the  \\  averly  .Magazine,  l>o^ton;  sermons  — 
*"  l)cath  ol  tlu'  l^ir.-i  Imiiii  ;  "  "  li(>\al  Keipust  ;  "  "A  ^'oicc 
fntm  (he  liatlle-tli'ld  ; "rulilie  W  or.diip,"  and  three  other 
dl-ei)urse<  whii'h  ap[ieared  m  the  Home  .Monthlv,  liosuin,  ot" 
which  .Mr.  Thwing  w:i.-  ediiur  ii>v  upwards  i.t'  a  vear.  Also 
a  1  )io-_;i;iphieal  >keteh  <-i'  .Mr.-,  (iraee  W  .  I  hwin'j;,  (^l^itJo,) 
and  the  ■'lli-inrv  ol   HeeehwoDil  (  iuireh,    (  I>'>7.) 

LiMnder  1.  (  liamberlain,  sun  ot'  I  .li  auil  Aeh-ah  ( 'luun- 
Ix  rlain,  wa.^  b.im  in  1  and  was  graduated  at  Vale  ( '(dleire 
in  I'^bo,  with  tin  higlnst  Imnur.-'  ot  hi,>  ela,-s.     After  gradu- 
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atiou  lie  was,  for  three  years,  in  the  employ  of  the  United 
States  government,  as  paymaster  in  the  navy,  at  Callao, 
South  America,  since  which  time  he  has  been  pursuing  his 
theological  studies  at  New  Haven  and  Andover,  and  is  now 
a  member  of  the  Seminary  in  the  latter  place. 

SABBATH  SCHOOL. 

The  Sabbath  School  dates  its  origin  as  early  as  ISl", 
when,  through  the  agency  of  a  few  individual.-,  prominent 
among  whom  was  i\Ir.  Thomas  Thwing,^'  classes  were  formed 
for  the  study  of  the  Bible,  in  the  interval  of  divine  worship. 
At  first  these  little  groups  met  in  private  houses,  and  for  a 
time,  also,  in  a  shop  then  standing  near  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Mrs.  Otis  Eawson.  Subsequently  they  came 
too-ether  in  the  Old  Center  School-house.  It  was  not 
till  1819  that  the  school  assembled  in  this  house,  when 
classes  were  formed  in  the  different  pews,  (which,  at  that 
time,  were  little  square  pens  with  scats  on  all  sides,)  and 
the  affairs  of  the  school  began  to  be  conducted  in  a  more 
systematic  way. 

The  CA-ercises  then  consisted  cliieiiy  in  llie  recitation  of 
verses  of  Scripture,  beginning  with  i\\r  first  chapter  of 
John.  As  an  incentive  to  eflbrt,  the  pupils  were  to  try  who 
would  repeat  the  greatest  number  of  verses.  At  the  close  of 
thot  season,  a  general  meeting  was  held,  nnd  a  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  pastor,  Eev.  Mr.  rhcli)s,  from  the  text  in 
Deuteronomy  6  :  T — '■'And  thou  shalt  teach  them  chligenthj  to 
thy  children."    The  records  of  the  school  were  also  rend  :  the 

»  Since  deacon  of  the  East  Congregational  Cluivcli,  "Ware,  and  for  more 
than  thirty  years  City  Missionary  in  Boston.  lie  died  May  5,  1SG7.  aged 
seventy -five. 
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number  of  verses  which  each  scholar  had  committed  was 
annoimced  pubhcly,  and  the  names  or  individuals  who  had 
committed  the  lar^-est  nuiuber  were  honorably  mentioned. 

Ihc  tirst  item  that  appears  upon  our  church  records  in 
relation  to  the  Sabbath  School,  and  showing  a  more  complete 
organization,  is  dated  ]\Iay  4,  when  it  was  voted — 

'•That  Captain  J.  Smith,  Deacon  J.  lioss,  J.  liinshaw, 
Thomas  Bond,  Esq.,  Solomon  Gilbert,  Thomas  Thwins:,  ^^nd 
Deacon  A.  "White,  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  oversight  of 
the  Sabbath  School  for  the  ensuing  season.""  It  was  not  till 
a  yet  later  date  that  the  first  superintendent.  Deacon  Josiah 
Cary,  was  chosen. 

For  a  number 'of  years  the  school  v.as  continued  onlv 
through  the  sunuuer.  In  its  earliest  years,  it  encountered 
no  little  opposition.  The  whole  system  of  Sabbath  School 
instruction  u'as  (hm  it  its  embryo.  It  was  almost  whollv  a 
a  new  enterprise  in  this  C(nuitry.  and  this  was  the  f.rst  school 
in  ilii-  part  of  ^Massachusetts.  A  strong  prejudice  existed 
against  it,  and  it  connnenced,  as  Doctor  rhel[)s  savs,  "with 
a  load  ol'  odium  upon  it.  The  first  thai  had  b<  -mi  heard  of 
the  Sunday-S(diool,  was  as  a  sort  of  Ikeraf  )/  '  sorip-Iiou'^c ' 
for  the  children  of  the  p.)oi-.  and  f)r  those  onlv  who  lived  in 
the  large  cities.  Some  ellnrt,-  of  thr  I^nd  had  lieen  attempt- 
ed in  iMxtnn.  I'm  it  was  nut  considered  as  adapted  to  tlic 
Ciiuiiliy  \  illage,>  at  all."  Severa.l  of  the  <n)od  ("lirislian  peo- 
ple oi  (his  plae(>  "were  \  ('rv  nuieh  opposi^d  to  it.  as  a  desecra- 
tion ot  the  >abbatli  ;  "  .ami  it  \^a>  not  till  at'tei-  (wo  or  three 
seasons  of  sueeessful  operation  "had  shown  to  (he  pe<^ple 
\viia(  the  jiraetieal  worl;ing  of  (he  (iiiii'j  was.  (hat  >onie  vycu 
ol'  (he  ehiireh  would  f  t  (lieii-  children  attend.""  1(  has  Ion"- 
.ninco  Come   (o  be  a  popular  iir-titution.  looki-d  u|ion  as  an 
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almost  indispensable  auxiliary  to  the  instructions  of  the  fam- 
ily and  the  pulpit,  and,  in  some  sense,  is  regarded  as  the  hojje 
of  the  Churc/i. 

The  Sunday  School  Concert,  held  on  the  second  Sabbarh 
evening  of  each  month,  is  of  comparatively  recent  origin,  and 
is  an  exceedinody  interestino"  feature  of  the  school.  Darin'"'- 
the  present  year  the  school  has  received  a  considerable  acces- 
sion to  its  numbers;  and  among  thera  a  class  of  the  recent 
converts,  composed  of  men  most  of  whom  are  j^ast  middle  life, 
so  that  the  school  now  consists  of  three  hundred  anil  eleven 
members.  And  whereas  at  first  the  school  had  no  books  of 
any  sort,  other  than  the  Bible,  it  now  has  not  only  the  more 
modern  appliances  of  question  books,  and  singing-books,  but 
also  a  choice  library  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  volumes,  a 
large  portion  of  which  are  new. 

mSSIONARIES  AND  MISSIONARY  SPIRIT. 

This  church,  durins:  the  last  half  centurv,  has  not  been 
wanting  in  the  Missionary  spirit.  It  was  among  the  very 
earliest  in  the  country,  and  the  fr^l  in  this  part  of  IMassa- 
chusetts,  to  introduce  the  Monthly  ^lissiunary  Concert,  fifty- 
one  years  ago.  This  meeting  was  formerly  htdd  on  the  lirst 
Monday  evening  of  each  month  :  Imt  for  years  pa.-t.  lias 
occurred,  as  at  present,  regularly  on  the  first  Sal)b;itli  evening 
of  the  month  ;  and  generally  secures  a  large  attendance. 

In  the  year  1824,  the  Auxiliary  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
ciety of  the  Brookfield  Associatinn  wa<  fornu-d  in  ilii-^  plarc: 
Its  annual  meetings  alternate  among  the  several  towns  em- 
braced within  this  Association.  ;uid  oi^cur  on  tli-'  tbii'd  I  ucs- 
day  after  the  first  JNIondny  in  ()<'|ober  of  eadi  yt-ar.  <_)ur 
yearly  contributions  to  the  Auiei  ican  Board  are  made  tlirougli 
11 


this  AuxiH:^ry  Society  :  and,  from  the  time  ut'  its  organization 
to  the  present  year,  oar  contributions  tor  tliat  object  have 
amoiHued  to  six  thousand  and  eighty-tour  doUars  and  nine- 
teen cents. 

In  another  ]dace  under  the  head  of  Ministers  from  the 
Church  and  Parish,"  we  speak  of  llev.  ^Messrs.  Nichols  and 
Spear,  members  of  this  church,  as  having  hibored  on  Home 
jMissionary  ground  ;  and  of  liev.  AVilliam  W.  Pluwhind  as 
now  successfully  engaged  in  the  Furcign  tick!  in  Ceylon,  where 
tin-  the  last  twenty-two  years,  he  has  preached  the  (rospel  to 
tlie  inkabitants  of  that  Island,  luit,  besides  these  ordained 
?*li>.-ionaries,  this  churrh  lias  made  yet  other  contributions 
of  Its  members  to  that  grtat  wurk, — "(he  healing  of  the 
7iations.'^ 

Daniel  Chamberlain,  son  of  Deacon  Ikuiicl  and  l.\-dia 
Chandjerlaiu,  removed  tn  tkis  town  iVdUi  'W'estlxu-ouLrk  in 
1S06  ;  united  w  iik  tlii-  cliurcli  k\-  pnifes.-ion  in  1^11:  and 
was  closely  identiticd  in  1^1','  with  the  first  mission  to  the 
Sandwich  1-land-.  <  Ipukakaia  (  Obookiah^  (if  the  "Mission 
Srhdi)]'"  at  ('i-rnwalk  Connecticut,  had  dird  the  jn-evious 
year;  but  he  had  ik'I  li\(d  in  \aiii.  'riii>UL:k  not  kimself 
pennittod  to  rctuiai  and  preach  tkt'  (inspt  l  {>>  \\\-  dwn  cnun- 
trymcn,  there  had  been  awakened  in  the  n)inds  ut"  others  in 
this  country  an  interest  and  sympathy  \vliich  ^:ne  birth  to 
ibe  great  I'Uterpri.-e  of  com  .  i  tin'.;-  tho.>e  Islands  to  (iod. 

'•In  the  suinniir  of  l^P.',  Iliraui  r.In'jlKun  and  Asa  Thurs- 
ton, >tudents  in  the  1  lieol..gie:d  Si  iiiinar\- at  .\ ndo\ cr,  o|]er»'d 
themselves  to  the  American  Hoard  tor  this  servit-e.  TlKn- 
wore  ordained  at  (io>hen,  Connecticut,  Se|it(MJiber  I'.'. 
()|kers  otiered  thenisolvos  as  assistant  mi>-ii>narie,>  ;  a  mi^-ion 
church  was  t»rgani/.eil  in  the  voiry  of  I'ark  Street  Church, 


Boston,  October  15.  The  public  instructions  of  the  Pruden- 
tial Committee  were  given  by  the  Secretary,  Rev.  Dr.  ^Vul■- 
cester,  the  same  evening,  and  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month, 
(October  1819,) — forty-eight  years  ago — the  company  sailed 
from  Boston  in  the  brio-  Thaddeus,  Captain  Blanchard,""  "  and 
reached  the  Islands  early  in  the  following  April.  In  this 
company  there  were  as  members  of  the  mission  seventeen 
persons,  among  whom,  besides  the  ordained  missionaries 
Bingham  and  Thurston,  Avith  their  wives,  there  were  three 
natives  of  the  Islands,  also  a  physician,  a  mechanic,  a  cate- 
chist,  a  printer,  and  a  farmer.  It  was  in  tlil-  last  capacitv 
that  Mr.  Chamberlain  went,  accompanied  l.iy  lii-  wife  and 
four  children.  After  an  absence  of  about  five  years  he  re- 
turned to  this  place,  and  soon  after  removed  to  Westborough 
where  he  died  in  February  lS(jO, —  the  same  year  in  \vhi''Ii 
the  American  Board  completed  the  first  half  century  of  its 
existence.  He  is  remembered  as  a  verv  insrenious  man,  a 
devoted  Christian,  and  a  most  valuable  member  of  society. 

Miss  Adaline  White,  daughter  of  Deacon  Alfred  and  Sa- 
rah (Gilbert)  White,  was  born  September  2.").  ISO'..';  united 
with  this  church  jMarch  4,  1827;  sailed  duly  4.  I'^'^-i  for 
Singapore,  Siam,  where  she  was  married  to  liev.  Ir.-i  Tracy, 
January  15,  1835.  On  account  of  the  feeble  health  of  her 
husband,  they  returned  to  this  country  in  .Vugust  1^11. 
Four  years  later  they  removed  to  Strcctsboro,  Ohi,,,  wlu  vc 
she  died  March  3,  1851.  Tier  only  >urviviiig  child.  Allied 
Edwards  Tracy,  was  born  in  West  Brookfield,  duly  2.  1^15,' 
and  is  now  in  the  dunior  Class  at  Amherst  ( 'Mllegc. 

Miss  Sarah  G.  White,  daughter  of   Deacon  Alfred  and 


*  Newoninb's  Cyclopedia  of  Mis.'iions,  p.  640. 
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Sarah  (Gilbert)  "White,  was  born  September  14.  1^10  :  united 
M-'nh  this  church  .May  0,  IS?.-")  ;  was  married  to  l^ev.  Asa  B. 
Smith,  ^larch  15,  l^C-  ;  and  tliat  same  day  set  out  on  a  mis- 
sion to  the  Oreijon  Indians,  going  as  tar  as  New  Yurk  bv  stage. 
From  Fort  Independence  they  started  ]May  1,  in  company 
^vith  the  missionaries  Messrs.  EelL-;.  "Walker  and  Grav,  and 
tlieir  ^vives,  and  on  tlie  hist  day  of  September  reached  Fort 
Vancouver,  beyond  tlie  IJocky  ?i Fountains,  then  in  Western 
Oregon,  but  now  endjraced  -within  tlie  limits  of  A^'ashingt^:'n 
Territory.  They  made  this  long  tedious  journev  on  horse- 
back, escorted  by  Indian  fur  traders.  ]\Iuch  of  the  time  thev 
were  surrounded  by  hostile  Indians,  and  were  compelled  to 
endure  great  hardships.  Having  spent  a  few  years  in  mis- 
sionary labor  among  the  Indians  of  Oregon,  thev  went  thence 
to  the  Sandwich  Islands  Mission  :  where  ihov  lalntred  some 
two  or  three  years,  and  then,  by  reason  of  Mr.  Smith's  (ail- 
ing health,  thev  returu'  d  by  wav  of  Ghiiia,  reaohiu'j;  home 
in  1S4G.  4  hey  brnught  with  thoin  three  children,  ihuicrhters 
of  Mr.  Locke  of  the  S:indwi('h  T^lands  Mission,  the  two  eld- 
est of  ^vh<lm  were  adoptei]  b\-  Mr.  Smith,  and  the  voun<jest 
by  :m  umde.  4"lie  ehh'st  i<  now  married  to  \lv\.  {".lijah 
Ilarmmi.  About  two  years  after  their  retiu-n.  .Mrs.  Smith 
rcmo\(  d  Ik  t  husband  to  Ihndclaud,  Massa(duisetts,  ^vhore 

sh<^  dird  May  I'T,  1  S.",.",. 

4"h('  namr  nf  llry.  Samuel  "Ware  r>onnev  ajipears  also  upon 
our  (  ".ifalii^uf  a>  having-  united  with  the  tduu-(4i  ^lav  7.  l^^'-T, 
and  a^  having  briMi  di-mlsse<l  soon  after  to  Panburv,  ( 'on- 
nf^etieut.  There  is.  IiMwever,  some  it>a<oii  to  question  wlnMher 
he  e\er  behni-'ed  tn  tb.i-'  eb.urrh.  His  widowed  mother  yc- 
.siile(l  here  |iir  a  te\v  years,  and  was  a  number  of  this  (diureh 
,nbout  two  years  ami  a  half,  from  .hdv,  1    b">,  to  1  K-eeinlier. 


1847.  But  there  seems  to  be  no  certain  evidence  that  her 
son  was  ever  connected  with  us.  A  word  respectinir  him, 
however,  may  not  be  out  of  phice.  He  was  a  son  of  liev. 
"WilHam  and  Mrs.  Sarah  TWare)  Bonney  ;  was  born  in  Xew 
Canaan,  Connecticut,  in  1S15  ;  in  1882  he  was  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Messrs.  Merriam,  pubhshers,  at  Sprin^fiekl, 
(Massachusetts.)  Jn  18-3T  he  Avas  engaged  in  teaching  at 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  He  afterwards  studied  at  the 
New  York  University,  and  at  Lane  Seminary,  Oliio  ;  re- 
ceived an  appointment  as  missionary  of  the  American  Board, 
and  in  1846  began  his  hxbors  at  Canton,  Cliina,  Avhere  he 
continued  to  labor  with  great  devotion  and  seh-dcnial.  and 
with  marked  success,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  dulv 
27,  1864.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Canton  Missionary  Confer- 
ence, held  on  the  third  of  the  succeeding  montli,  the  fullow- 
ing  among  other  resolutions,  was  adopted: — 

"  That  while  we  mourn  our  loss,  it  is  felt  that  the  life  and  death  of 
our  brother  oave  abundant  cause  for  thankfulness  to  our  Lord  aud 
Saviour,  for  the  grace  given  hiui,  in  the  fulfillment  of  his  niiuistry,  aud 
in  his  dying  testimony." 

PATrJOTISM. 

I  should  seem  to  depreciate  the  value  of  nur  tree  iii-^titu- 
tions  and  republican  government  as  c()nnort(>il  w  ith  :hr  prog- 
ress of  Christ's  Kingdom  in  our  land  ami  woi'ld,  and  to  be 
strangely  unurindful  of  the  noldo  [)art  wliich  the  (  hri-tinn 
Church  has  performed  in  the  |)rcser\ at  ion  of  tlio.-c  inestimal)lc 
blessings,  particularly  in  the  recent  mighty  ('i\  il  conflict  of 
the  nation,  did  I  not  in  closing,  at  least  liarcly  mention  the 
well  know  and  tried  patriotism  of  this  churrli  nnd  pcoph',  as 
an  important  additional  cltMncnt  of  their  \\\Ac  and  l)eneficcnt 
influence. 
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In  May  ITT'',  two  months  previous  to  the  Dechiration  of 
Independence,  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  pledged  their 
ahnost  unanimous  support  to  the  Continental  Congress  if 
they  should  see  fit  to  declare  the  colonies  independent  of 
Great  Britain;  and  during  the  entire  war  of  the  Revolution, 
they  did  not  fail  to  redeem  their  pledge.    And  the  man  who 
through  that  whole  period,  was  foremost  \u,  the  deliberations 
and  acts  of  the  town,  as  in  loyalrv  to  his  countrv.  was  the 
Hon.  Jedediah  Foster,  a  doacun  in  this  church.    Init  espe- 
cially during  these  late  years  of  peril,  disaster  and  bloodshed, 
there  has  been  no  backward  response  to  the  iirLrent  calls  of 
the  cmiutry,  cither  (Hi  the  p;irt  of  our  church  or  conunuuitv. 
■whether  in  men  or  money,  whetlier  in  clothing  for  the  desti- 
tute, or  fooil  for  the  hungry,  or  in  timely  ministrations  to  the 
side,  the  wounded  and  the  dying.     Our  hand,  moreover,  is 
even  now  wide  open  to  welcome  the  Ioul:'  o[i[u-e--ed  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  citi/ens.  and.  at  the  same  time,  u-.-n- 
erously  to  dispense  to  the  needy  among  theni  ot'  oiu-  kindlv 
Christlan  charities. 

\\  liether  in  time  of  war  or  of  jieace,  we  are  solemnh- 
l)oimd  to  be  trut>  to  ih,'  instincts  of  patriotism  and  pliilan- 
thropy,  and  to  the  iiiuh<'r  promptiiiLrs  oi'  our  reliijious  taith. 

>U(di  i-  an  im|MTlect  rc\  icwof  our  long  and  not  une\<Titt"ul 
lii-tory.  1' rom  this  smumarv  of  the  events  of  a  (-cuturv  and 
a  halt,  we  find  that   wh:ite\er  m:i\-  be  the  ,-oui-ces  of  re^^ret 

\M'  r.'Vert  to  the  paM  on  ihi-  A mii \ cr.-ar v  1  >a\-,  thcv  .are 
lar  oulniuubered  and  outweigheij  bv  the  manv  occasions  tor 
joy  .and  devoutest  thank-',M vin<j^  to  (bul. 

This  aneii-nl  ( 'hureh  has  had  its  severe,  thouLrh  briet".  trial 
.seasons,  its  ,-hort-lived  i]:\y^  of  d:irkiicss  and  sterilitv  :  but  it 
lias  :dso  lia)l  its  long  .uiil  happv  periods  «if  prosperitv  and 
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abundant  fruitfulness.  Like  the  veteran  soldier,  not  without 
wounds  and  scars  has  it  fought  its  battles  and  won  its  victo- 
ries. But  these  visible  marks  of  violeucc  onlv  make  the  more 
clearly  manifest  that  merciful  and  marvelous  interposition  by 
which  the  Church  has  been  preserved.  To  one  bajjtism  of 
suffering,  God  has  sent  a  score  of  the  joyful  bH[iti>iu.-  of  the 
Holy  Ghost;  so  that  the  hearts  of  hundred;  have  liere  been 
made  to  leap  for  joy,  and  their  tongues  loosed  in  the  praise 
of  redeemino;  g-race. 

A  precious,  sacred  trust  is  this,  and  exalted,  blessed  privi- 
leges these,  which  our  pious  fathers  have  so  careRdlv  per- 
petuated and  handed  down  to  us.  But  in  proportion  io  the 
o;reatness  and  sacredness  of  the  blessino-s  we  have  inherited 
from  the  past,  so  great  and  solemn  is  our  obligation  to  clicrl.-li 
those  blessings  in  oitr  own  day,  and  to  deliver  them  over  in 
all  their  fulness  to  comino-  o-enerations. 

In  view  of  our  numerous  past  and  present  mercies.  ouR 
RESPONSIBILITY  INDEED  IS  GREAT.  From  the  heights  of 
these  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  Go.-pel  privilege  tlie 
eyes  of  five  generations  of  godly  men  look  down  u]ion  us. 
And  upon  their  lips  to-day  is  the  question,  ^^■^ll-nigh  .-'ilcnm 
as  the  eternity  to  which  they  are  now  mostly  gnne.  W  ill 
you  transmit  unimpaired  to  posterity  this  nol)Ir  lu  ritiige, 
which,  through  much  hard  toil,  and  many  tears  and  [)raycrs, 
we  have  committed  to  you?" 

Yea,  rather,  from  the  bosom  of  ctci-niiy  Ilm  II',  ilierc  seems 
to  fall  upon  our  ear  at  this  nicnioraMr  Ikhh'.  in  accents  of 
heavenly  earnestness,  tlio  united  \-oi('c  ol'  tin'  IumhIi-imIs  whose 
feet  have  reverently  trod  these  eai-ilily  CMuri-,  fui  ^^llo  now 
walk  the  golden  streets,  saying,  "  A\'at'  h  ye,  stand  fast  in 
the  faith,  quit  you  like  men,  hr  ,>lrong/"       Earnestly  con- 
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tend  for  the  faith  which  was  once  deHvered  unto  the  saints."' 
Love  this  dear  old  Churcli  of  Christ  unto  the  end.  Stand 
by  her  in  the  time  of  her  triah  Seek  her  puritv,  her  peace, 
her  prosperity,  her  continual  growth.  Prav  that  she  mav 
keep  her  garments  unsuHieil,  her  name  without  reprooch,  not 
in  the  present  mcrelv.  hut  diiwn  through  the  years  and  cen- 
turius  to  come,  until  at  last  the  Bridegroom  shall  '  ju-esent  it 
to  himself  a  glorious  church,  not  having  spot,  or  wrinkle,  or 
any  such  thing.'  " 


P  o  e  m  . 
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ANALYSIS. —  Invocation  and  Grathlation  —  Soenert  and  Associatio.ns  — Scencky  still, 
AND  Cultivation,  and  Children  —  The  Village,  with  its  Walks,  its  Sancti-art  and 
Sabbaths  —  Moeal  and  Industrial  Habits  of  Society  —  Favorable  and  Beactifl'L 
Surroundings  —  Former  Residents  and  Local  Attachments  —  Historic  Reflections, 
Education,  etc.  —  Religious  Usages  —  Excellence  of  Domestic  Character  and 
Training  —  Worthy  Ancestors  and  Ministers  —  Success  of  the  Present  Pastor- 
Historic  Incidents,  Revivals,  and  their  Influence,  especi.u.ly  the  Last  — Afflic- 
tions, Various  and  Personal  —  Fraternal  Greetings — .'Vnticipations,  and  Pravep. 
for  Posterity. 

God  of  eternity,  who.se  power 

Preserves  us,  and  our  fatliers  blest, 
Be  with  us  at  thi.s  hallDwed  hdur. 

And  let  us  in  Thy  iiresenee  rest. 
Here  would  we  come  with  praise  and  prayer, 

Thy  gracious  goodness  to  confess, 
Whose  favor  children's  children  share, 

In  trust  Thou  wilt  our  offspring  bless. 
As  pilgrims  to  a  holy  shrine. 

We  gather  joyously  to  greet 
Each  other,  as  in  nld(Mi  time. 

Thrice  happy  thu.s  once  more  to  meet. 
12 


A  festival  b  t.h\i  of  vears, 

A  juljileo  of  gi-atefiil  kiml, 
Where  miugling.s  of  smiles  and  tears 

Refresh  the  heaveu-aspiriug  mind. 
No  vain  regrets  or  glooms  we  briua;. 

No  sai.l  remembrances  of  strife, 
But  rather  one  glad  otlerinii- 

Tcj  liiiu  who  is  our  spirit's  life. 
His  may  Wf  lie,  a  blessed  baud 

Of  lirothcrhoud  by  lieavenlv  birth, 
All  journeying  tu  the  lietter  laud 

"Whose  paradise  is  n^t  of  earth. 

Still  eiieri.-h  we  this  favored  scene 

Of  toils,  and  friend.-hips,  griefs,  and  joys, 
Though  brighter  visions  intervene, 

Of  bli.ss  that  hath  no  ilark  alloys. 
Fond  uii'innri.'s  of  the  past  we  trace, 

'Mid  plains,  and  hills,  and  sculptured  stones, 
An<l  trees  that  with  their  grandeur  crace 

These  .sn/red  .•-ites,  and  dear  nld  homes. 
Yon  river,  gentle  as  of  vine, 

(.ilides  peacefully  towards  the  sea, 
llepeating  fnndly  o'er  anil  o'er 

Sweet  strain,-^  nf  Nature's  miustrel.<v. 
Nor  less  till'  biid>  that  Hit  above. 

Or  skim  the  surface  i.f  that  stream. 
In  warliliuu;  tones  of  truth  and  Ime, 

(tladdfu  the  meadow,-  fre.-h  aucl  creen. 
^  oil  lidddet  in  it.s  brautv  lie.s 

A>  wh'  ii  itur  f.ithers  dwelt  around — 
A  molten  mirror  of  the  .■^kio.^ — 

ilow  clear,  how  trani|uil,  how  piofuinnl  I 
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Look  thither,  at  the  t-wilight  hour, 
The  sunset  or  the  moonlight  scene, 

And  feel  the  pacifying  power 
Allurino-  to  the  world  unseen. 

O 

There  gaze  upon  the  vault  of  night. 

Whence  stars  look  down  on  shadows  here, 
Discoiirsino-  of  those  realms  of  li2,l>t 

That  canopy  our  dusky  sphere. 
What  wondrous  influences  blend, 

To  bless  the  soul  on  heaven  intent; 
And  pilgrims  on  the  earth  Ijcfriend 

With  sweet  provisions  for  content. 

Each  hillside  sloping  towards  the  plain, 

Has  sightly  homesteads  nestling  there, 
With  garden  spots,  and  fields  of  grain, 

And  ripened  fruits,  all  frcsli  and  fair  ; 
And  chubby  children  issuing  thence, 

In  quest  of  berries  or  of  flowers, 
Blest  samples  of  fair  innocence, 

Enjoy  the  glad  autumnal  hours. 
Goodness  !  what  glories  flood  the  fields, 

Where  lawns,  and  groves,  and  orcliards  lie. 
And  every  acre  somehow  yields 

Its  affluence  'neatli  the  sunny  sky  ! 
Whose  is  the  heart  that  docs  not  rise 

In  gratitude  to  God  above, 

O 

Whose  favor  and  whose  grace  supplies 
Such  proofs  of  His  paternal  love  ? 

Then  look  again — tlio  village  green 

Smiles  cheerfully  the  church  around, 
While  numerous  simps  and  dwi^lliugs  .«oen, 


Say  thrift,  and  skill,  aii'l  taste  abound. 
The  shaded  walks  across  the  plain, 

Broad  avenues  beside,  well  trod. 
Are  traveled  not  alone  for  gain — 

All  leading  to  the  house  of  God. 
Thither  a.sseinblies  oft  convene, 

For  praise,  and  preaching,  and  for  prayer, 
"Where  generations  past  have  been, 

In  search  of  hoavcnly  guidance  there. 
Glad  voices  greet  the  day  of  rest  : 

Hearts  weary  with  their  worldly  care. 
Or  sorrow-stricken  and  distressed, 

To  Zi'>n's  altars  hero  repair. 
The  Comforter,  the  Paraclete, 

Whose  office  is  to  heal  the  soul, 
Thus  nieetvS  men  at  the  mercy-seat, 

Willing  :uid  waiting  to  make  whole. 
0  what  a  halm  the  Sahhatli  Inings. 

To  spirit.s  seeking  fresh  supplies 
Of  holy  inrtuence  at  these  springs, 

Wii<i.>o  si'urce  is  found  in  Paradise  I 

The  week  day   woiM  is  traiii[uil  here — 

()f  rii>t  and  nf  ranting  voiil  ; 
Niu"  rliild  ui'r  matri'U  nct'd  c  cr  tear 

W'itli  viiddi.  c  t"  tie  aunoyi'd  ; 
Savi'  such  rxi-ess  .isS  sin  .and  crinn' 

Mav  hriii'Z  to  ;iuv  spot  of  oarth. 
^Vill•r^'  lia.'^<'r  pa.-^.<ioiis  in  thi'ir  tinn' 

Incniitini-ntly  spring  to  bivtli. 
W'hM  industries  an>  well  supplied  ; 

liabits  savniing  <>f  honlfh  ; 
N"t  nursing  iudolon>"<\  or  pride. 
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Yet  nourishing  the  coraraou  wealth  ! 
No  ministries  to  public  vice, 

Destructive  of  the  social  weal, 
Or  schemes  of  crushins,-  avarice, 

The  doings  of  the  clay  reveal. 
Thus  labor  hath  its  recompense, 

Work  of  the  lusty  brawn  or  brain, 
And  all  have  healthful  couipetence, 

The  landlord,  and  the  humblest  swaiu. 

Extend  the  view,  on  either  side, 

Which  trade  or  travel  may  incline, 
And  see  the  prospect  opening  wide, 

No  artist's  pencil  can  define  ; 
The  hills  ascend — their  summits  climb — 

And  gaze  around  where'er  you  stand  ; 
Observe  what  elements  combine 

To  beautify  and  bless  the  land  ! 
Each  sunny  slope,  and  graceful  swell, 

Each  pasture,  with  its  lowing  herd, 
Each  rivulet,  and  mossy  well. 

Salutes  you  with  a  welcome  word  : 
"Pause,  pilgrim,  and  enjoy  the  sight; 

Communion  hold  with  Nature  here. 
Drink  in  the  fullness  of  delight, 

Which  dignifies  this  earthly  sphere  ; 
Nor  deem  it  strange  that  those  who  trod 

These  paths  af n-ctinv,  in  tlirir 
Held  converse  with  Almighty  God. 

'Mid  flush  of  scenery  so  smblime  ! " 

Yet  where  are  they — the  stalwart  men — 
That  traversed  thus  tbe.se  hills  and  plains? 
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V)  hose  lilce  we  ne'er  may  see  ao-oiQ, 

Save  as  posterity  remnius  ; 
And  worthy  women,  meek  in  mein. 

Of  n;[ieLt  ami  of  movement  hhud, 
What  wives  and  mothers  then  wt-re  seen, 

The  joy  and  glory  of  the  huid  ! 
Daughters  of  Brookfieid.  ever  fair  ; 

With  health  and  energy  endowed, 
Domestic  jewelry  most  rare, 

Of  which  the  dweUing  may  be  proud. 
Sisters  and  sons,  with  grateful  sires, 

The  labors  uf  the  hnmestead  share, 
While  neither  to  the  fame  aspires 

Ot  uselessnes.s  or  ennui  there. 
All  love  the  country  —  well  they  mav  ; 

Tts  atmosphere,  its  trees,  its  fields, 
The  summer  and  the  spring  so  oav, 

And  golden  fruits  that  autumn  yields. 
Here  winter  hath  its  heart v  jovs, 

\\  ith  books,  and  friends,  and  music  blest. 
"U  hile  eaeli  his  industry  employs 
To  render  h:i(ipy  nil  the  rest. 

Thrieo  fifty  years  tli.'ir  enurse  have  run. 

Kventfnl  in  tlirir  various  date, 
Since  godly  fathers  hen>  beuun 

The  lii.-tory  wt>  conuneniorafo. 
Scarce  h.i.j  fieice  .savai_^es  retired 

From  .sfre.iuis  and  grounds  ihey  joved  so  well. 
^\  h.-n  fri.'iidly  spirit.s  pn-mi-t  aspired 

III  Chri-tian  f.  l!,,wsl:ip  f.  dwell. 
.N"  respite  to  th.  ir  foils  rares. 

\\  Muid    those   iLMnje    |„..n  alVonl, 


Nor  ceasing  fi-om  theii-  alms  aud  prayers, 

Unitedly  to  serve  the  Lord — 
Till  place  "was  found  for  ^vorsbip  free, 

Amid  these  pleasant  vales  and  -woods  ; 
Provision  for  society, 

Instead  of  wastes  and  solitudes. 
Honor  to  those  who  sought  to  lay 

Foundations  for  religion  pure, 
And  to  posterity  convey 

A  heritage  of  o'ood  so  sure. 

Their  culture  of  the  miud,  no  less 

Than  oround  that  needed  earnest  toil, 
To  rescue  from  the  vrilderuess, 

And  render  it  a  fruitful  soil. 
Secured  at  once  most  constant  care, 

And  steady  exercise  of  skill, 
The  harvest  wealth  of  soul  to  share, 

Which  was  their  wisdom  and  their  will. 
Thus,  near  the  church  the  school-house  ro.se, 

However  humble,  still  at  liand  ; 
As  with  relioiou  learuiuo-  ooes, 

Enriching  liberally  the  land. 
E'en  then  what  sportive  games  were  seen, 

When  children  sprightly,  fresh,  and  fall-, 
Tripped  gaily  o'er  the  village  gi-een, 

With  ouileless  ftxce,  aud  flowino-  liair. 
The  spelling-book  was  not  forgot, 

Nor  Testament  perchance,  though  rare, 
As  issued  from  their  humble  cot 

The  little  groups  so  free  from  care, 
To  meet  tlie  Mistress  of  tlie  day, 

Whose  smile  was  sure,  whose  word  wa.';  ri 
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Who  favoit'tl  knowledge  uiore  than  play. 

Within  her  well-taught,  simple  school. 
True.  Jijhn  was  roguish  now  and  then, 

And  Janie.s  too  restless  to  sit  still, 
And  Mary  missed  her  page  or  pen, 

[  Now  obsolete  the  gray  goose-quill.  ] 
Some  stolen  glances,  too,  were  paid — 

Ever,  of  course,  against  the  rule — 
From  loving  youth  to  blushing  maid. 

The  merest  accident  at  school ; 
Still  studv  was  the  main  pursuit, 

Good  learning  and  good  manners  taught, 
'The  young  idea  how  to  shoot," 

Was  foremost  in  the  teacher's  thought. 
Slight  rivalries  perhaps  arise, 

As  pupils  on  success  intent 
The  head  to  keep,  and  win  the  prize, 

Ni.r  sutler  social  detriment. 
These  have  their  stimulus,  to  aid 

The  indolent  in  ijuest  of  lore. 
Inspiring  tho.--e  of  various  grade, 

To  lessons  never  learned  hofore. 
I'nud  intimacies  ere  long  grow- 
To  ri<  her  ripcni'ss  in  the  heart. 
Till  .•■■choolmates  are  constrained  t<^  show 

Reluctance  evermore  to  part. 
Thi\sc  .signify  their  several  choice, 

Tn  tokens  never  meaningle.'>s, 
I'/ieh  eausinii  other  fo  rejoice 

In  widlock  .''Ure  tli'ir  lives  to  |ile,>-s;. 
Tlu'  nuptials  finally  ar">  .-eah-.l. 

With  titling  rites  anil  gent'ral  gloo, 
.\nd  fVii-ndly  f'-eling.-  are  revealed 
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la  genorous  hospitality.  • 
Thus  families  arise  and  spread — 

Society  its  ranks  extends — 
Though  fond  ones  drop  among  the  dead, 

The  fairest  and  the  best  of  friends  ! 

Yet;  other  strains  our  tlienie  requires  : 

Time  runs  too  rapidly  to  waste  ; 
And  we  are  following  our  sires, 

In  paths  no  more  to  be  retraced. 
They  had  their  Sabbaths,  blessed  days, 

And  sermons  from  the  wise  and  good, 
Sweet  seasons  oft  of  prayer  and  praise, 

When  woiddlings  dared  not  intrude. 
So  had  they  sacraments  of  grace, 

Such  as  their  children  still  sustain, 
The  sacred  font,  in  time  and  place, 

Servino;  the  covenant  the  same  : 
Symbol  of  cleansing  and  of  cure, 

Pure  water  sprinkled  on  the  brow, 
Doth  all  of  simple  form  insure. 

Availing  to  the  service  now. 
Christ's  table  S[)rcad  with  Ijread  and  wine, 

Choice  elements,  expressive  still, 
Perpetuates  the  t'east  divim' 

(Jf  those  who  seek  to  do  his  will. 
"What  nundicrs  here  have  fnllowcd  lilm. 

Obedient  to  his  blest  connnand, 
Whose  spirits  pure  have  enteied  in, 

And  jnlncd  tlie  bright  celestial  liand. 
There  dwell  they  with  the  sainted  hn.-<t, 

Whose  song  on  earth  was  wont  to  rise 

To  I'ath^'r,  S'Mi,  and  Holy  Ghost. 

Juhnvah  !irp;\t,  above  the  skies  I 
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Those  lioly  niCMi  who  trod  these  ways. 

In  paths  of  pleasantness  ami  peace, 
Whose  nienimy  we  lightlv  praise, 

Whose  intlueuoe  will  never  cease — 
Well  bore  the  Imnlen  of  their  ilav, 

Working  with  all  tlieir  uiight  anil  main, 
Founrlations  here  in  truth  to  hy, 

The  cause  of  virtue  to  sustain. 
AVhat  care  hail  they  to  leave  behind, 

Not  lands  abme.  and  dwellings  gnod, 
But  nurture  fur  the  immortal  mind. 

Suljstantial  spiritual  fmid  I 
Such  training  children  had  in  course, 

From  saintly  mothers  and  from  sires. 
As  told  the  nature  and  the  source 

Of  their  intcn»>  and  kind  desires. 
Born  of  the  Sj'irit  from  above, 

And  blest  with  teachings  ."-o  divine, 
It  was  the  prumpting  of  pure  love. 

To  let  tiieir  briLrht  example  shine. 
Ibnv  intimate  with  Heaven  were  they  ; 

Ibiw  rciMVer.-ant  v.ith  saered  trutli. 
AVliii'h  was  their  study  day  by  day, 

The  rul<>  of  life,  th.-  guide  of  youth. 
Ilappv  tliKse  hoiin  s  wlieni  e  ilailv  prayer. 

In  'grateful  ntfi-ring  arose 
To  Ilim  whose  feud<  r  menii's  spare, 

.\nd  give  at  ni^ht  si-rene  repose. 
NVii.il  t'.ivored  families  wen"  theirs, 

Whose  parentage  w.a.>^  so  re]i|«>fe 
With  blessings  for  thenis'dves  and  h'-irs, 

Forth  lli'wiu'j  tiom  tlie  merevs'Mt. 
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Ancestral  hoaors  well  we  prize, 

Aud  social  beaefit.s  uo  less, 
From  "  parents  passed  into  the  skies," 

Who  wroiio'ht  such  works  of  rio-hteousne 
Preachers  besides,  for  scores  of  years, 

Glad  tidings  here  of  grace  proclaimed. 
With  weary  watchings,  toils  aud  tears, 

Of  whom  we  need  not  be  ashamed. 
Successive  pastors  reverence  claim, 

Who  fed  this  flock  in  days  of  yore. 
Whose  record  is  enduring  fame, 

To  live  when  time  shall  be  no  more. 
One  still  survives,  whose  hoary  head  * 

It  o-laddens  us  afresh  to  see, 
Thouo'h  most  are  numbered  with  the  dead. 

Who  waited  on  his  ministry. 
His  is  the  privilege  to  wait 

A  little  longer  on  these  shores,- 
Ere  passing  to  that  higher  state, 

Where  is  tbe  Lamb  whom  he  adores. 
Others  there  arc  who  since  have  stood 

On  Zion's  walls  as  watchmen  here. 
Whose  influence,  however  good, 

It  may  not  be  their  choice  to  hear. 
These  severally  have  sovight  to  know 

Their  high  commission  from  above, 
Aud  clearly  to  tlie  people  sliow 

The  riches  of  eternal  lovf. 
Of  Clod  —  of  man  —  of  (Jhrist — of  heaven, 

They  taught  riglit  tenderly,  and  true ; 
The  way  to  have  our  sins  forgiven, 
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And  to  begin  our  lives  anev^-. 
All.  Weil  tliej  lianuoiiizeJ  iu  thi.s, 

What  every  luinio.u  soul  must  be, 
To  enter  through  the  gates  of  bliis, 

Ami  dwell  with  God  eterually. 
Nor  less  do  thi'V  iu  heart  rejoiee 

At  Ziou's  increase  and  sueeess, 
Praying  with  one  consent  and  voice. 

ThU  God  will  still  his  servant  bless. 
This  latest  leader  *  may  he  erown 

"With  glory's  signal  cronet. 
Wheu  he  shall  lav  his  armor  dnwn, 

^\"ith  trojihies  at  our  Savior's  feet, 
lli-^torie  ineideiits  we  trace, 

In  scenes  of  joyance  and  of  grief, 
As  i>lessings  have  enriohed  the  place, 

Or  trials  called  fi>r  large  relief. 
Seasons  of  grace  have  lieen  enj'iyed, 

Iu  measure  more  than  we  can  tell. 
When  God  anil  men  have  beeu  em|4ove 

In  .-aving  sinful  xnils  fri>m  hell. 
The  .^jiirit  hovering  annind. 

Ila<  startled  slunibercrs  to  think. 
.\ud  made  ihom  hear  the  drcaiU'ul  somi' 

As  .-tanding  on  that  t'atal  brink, 
A\'lnMico  liercp  dcsf luctinn  ll.i>hfs  wrath. 

And  ci  hcii's  vengeance  at  eai  h  breath. 
Swee|>ii)<;  tlic  guilty  uu'rlar.--  |>ath 

A\'ith  warnings  i>f  eti'inal  de.ith  I 
An"H  there  cnmi'-'  a  welennie  voire, 

\\innin!;  tlie  tremliliui:  lowU  to  re>t. 
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Aucl  bids  it  make  the  bappy  choice, 

And  Ije  with  grace  and  glory  blest. 
What  looks  of  loveliuess  has  He 

"Who  aiiouized  for  huaiau  oudt, 
And  hung  upon  that  cursed  tree, 

Wliere  bluod,  most  precious  blood  was  spilt  ! 
Was  it  for  us  he  bled  and  died — 

The  harmless  suLferer  f(jr  siu — 
The  Son  of  God  thus  crucified 

That  we  might  endless  glory  win  ! 
Then  dearest  service  evermore. 

Submission  sweet,  and  faith,  and  love. 
Are  due  to  Jesus  o'er  and  o'er, 

In  realms  below,  and  realms  above  ! 
All  praise  to  that  eternal  plan 

\Vhich  Sovereign  Goodness  saw  and  chose, 
By  which  to  save  relxjllious  man, 

And  reconcile  malicious  foes  ! 
Strains  such  as  these  have  often  rung, 

From  many  ransomed  souls  forgiven. 
Whose  offerings  of  the  heart  and  tongue. 

Have  raised  their  incense  pure  to  heaven. 

0  liappy  hours  of  praise  and  prayer, 

W'hen  converts  from  the  world  have  come 
Like  little  children,  to  declare. 

What  love  divine  for  them  hath  done  I 
Thi'ir  tongues  are  loosed,  their  lips  un.^ealcd. 

Their  hearts  with  gratitude  o'crtlow  ; 
The  blesseduo.-^s  to  be  revealed. 

Is  such  as  only  Christians  know. 
These  have  their  sympathies  es])resseil. 

In  joys  the  stranger  feoleth  not, 


1 1  l-i 

Or  :mxiousnes.s  for  soula  distre.s-^eil, 

Ouce  felt,  uot  easily  foriii'-'t. 
let  harvest  tiuies  have  uftou  come. 

Inicatheiiug.s  of  goudly  grain. 
To  this  our  temporary  hume. 

So  recently  refreshed  again. 
Thanks  to  the  Lord  who.se  loving  power. 

The  ble.ssing  in  advance  ha.s  .-^ent 
To  cun.secrate  thi.s  fe.'^tive  hour 

As  one  of  nmtual  content. 
Third  juliilrr  uf  years — how  l)lest  I 

The  peril >d  we  cidel irate, 
Is  Worthily  the  pilQ,rim'.s  rest, 

In  pr(».>pect  of  a  purer  state. 

Lot  not  our  lyre  refuse  a  strain 

Uf  plaintive  nielodv  the  while, 
Though  little  moiv  of  time  ren)aiu 

Than  friendly  paiting  with  a  smile. 
While  Providenie  hath  largely  l'le.<t 

<.)ur  various  resiliences  here, 
It  hath  not  been  unliroken  rest, 

A'oid  of  at]ii<  tioii,  or  of  fear. 
No — i  louds  have  rouii;  o'er  hri-ihtc^t  .•■Icies 

Ami  sorrow  visited  eai  h  heart  ; 
(irave  momories  of  mii.f  .'iri.>e_ 

In  whi'h  we  shared  a  niouru'-r's  p.irt. 
\\  hat  shadow.^  have  ea.  ii  threshold  cro.-sed 

\\  here  sunliuht  had  Ihm-ii  l>ri!;ht  liefon^  ; 
\\  h.it  treasures  have  our  dwidlin^s  lost. 

That  nought  on  e.uth  e.u)  o'er  re.slonv 
I'arent.s  and  <Iiildreii  liavi^  lieen  l>oiiii> 

In  turn  lo  y.indiM"  .^acred  spot. 


Leaving  more  lonc4y  or2>:  to  mouin 

Sad  vacancies  not  soon  forgot. 
Sisters  and  brothers  too,  how  fond, 

Have  separated  at  the  grave, 
Not  solaced  with  a  thought  beyond, 

But  the  Redeemer's  power  to  save. 
Others  more  dear  have  gone  tlie  way 

Whence  no  returning  footsteps  come ; 
And  widowed  mourners  see  no  day 

When  seems  it  as  before  at  home. 
How  many  mingle  thus  their  tears, 

O'er  sorrows  which  each  heart  can  feul, 
That  e'en  the  silent  lapse  of  years 

Plas  no  effective  power  to  heal ! 

The  youngest  from  the  cradle  dear, 

How  sadly  is  it  laid  aside 
In  that  receptacle  so  drear, 

Where  many  of  its  class  al)ide. 
Yet  few  the  families  exempt 

From  sorrow  over  children  fled, 
And  silencing  of  merriment, 

That  such  are  numbered  with  the  dead. 
Foroivc  tlic  strain,  tlie  ^unlh'  siuh. 

Parental  lundnuss,  if  yon  pluase, 
That  brings  some  moisture  to  the  eye, 

In  sympathy  with  scenes  like  tlic.'^e. 
Three  Utile  graves  are  sule  liy  side, 

In  ynn  inclosure  near  the  gate, 
With  tablets  severally  supplii'd 

To  mark  flic  name,  the  age,  the  date  : 
A  sister  and  two  lirothers  there, 

Sleep  iieaccfuily  lieneath  the  snd. 


Ill  after  age.-s  tij  apjioar 

Aiuong-  the  risen  saints  of  God. 
Our  infant  offspring,  why  dr[il'.re, 

^\  lirn  .suiUlenly  renioveJ  from  >iglu 
Faith  says,  "  Xot  lost,  Imt  g.-iie  bofor 

To  regions  of  celestial  liglit. 
Tliitlier  let  us  lienecforth  as|iire, 

"With  purer  ardur  fur  the  prize. 
All  (.herishing  tlevout  de-^ire 

To  dwell  with  them  ahove  the  skies 

Fraternal  greetings  we  exchange 

With  friendly  spirits  here  at  home, 
Ingathered  fmui  an  ample  ranoie, 

^\  henee  variuus  dutv  i  all<  to  roam. 
This  mother  ehurch  her  children  dear 

Invites  heneath  th.'  nld  rouftree, 
Together  thus  th'.-ir  hi':irt.>  to  cheer, 

And  I'ind  in  Innids  nf  charitv. 
Daughters  of  (  omeline.-s  and  .-tren^th, 

.Surp'und  her  here  nn  I'Verv  hand, 
'\\  hn<t>  goodly  intiucnci>  at  length 

l"'xtends,  how  wididy  in  th(>  laml  I 
F'cii  toit'imi  .•^hoiTs  are  >oui<Mimi's  tinil 

l)y  lli')M'  who  go  (m  iu'nce  to  teach 
Till'  lividv  oraili'S  of  ("^r.d. 

And  lii>  imarnat"-  Imvc  to  proarh. 
^\^d"•<lm(•,   l  i-ht   widi  onii\  all  whu  conii' 

To  c.df'lirate  this  fc.stal  d.w, 
Whirh  i-alls  a  mother's  rhildr.-n  hoiiii>, 

Thi'ir  grati'ful  otVi'iing-'  to  pay. 
\  rs,  Wi  iriiiiic  .-ill   to  thi^  rcpa>t. 

So  li.  h  in  saiMod  menioiii'^ 
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Well  gathered  ft-om  the  fruitful  past, 

To  give  us  plenteous  supplies. 
Here  let  the  hand,  the  heart,  the  voice. 

Their  friendly  sentiments  express, 
And  each  in  other's  joy  rejoice. 

With  pure  unbounded  thankfulness. 
Thus  as  the  moments  glide  apace. 

As  moves  the  Autumn's  golden  sun. 
No  cloud  shall  cross  our  cheerful  fiice. 

Till  day's  delightful  work  is  done. 

What  thoug;h  as  now  no  more  we  meet. 

To  take  such  retrospect  of  time — 
Or  gather  round  this  sacred  seat, 

Where  memories  so  sweet  combine? 
A  larger  company  ere  long 

Will  greet  us  on  the  shining  shore, 
And  join  in  one  triumphant  song, 

That  there  we  meet  to  part  no  more  ! 
All  hail  the  prospect,  ever  bright. 

Of  meetins;  in  that  world  above, 
Where  all  is  purity  and  light ; 

All  righteousness,  and  peace,  and  love 
Still  would  we  breathe  a  fervent  juayer, 

That  those  who  follow  in  our  train 
May  evermore  most  largely  share 

These  priceless  blessings  that  remain. 
May  children's  children  here  enjoy 

Rich  benefits  of  Gospel  grace, 
And  mightiest  energies  employ 

To  renovate  and  save  the  race. 
Thus  may  the  l)lest  succession  nui. 

In  ages  future  as  the  pa.^t  ; 
14 
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Nay,  brighter,  like  the  .shining  sua, 
Each  generation  till  the  la.st. 

Then  come  with  joy  each  goKlen  year, 
Tn  celebrate  tliis  jubilee, 

Till  nations  shout  the  triumph  here, 
Which  earth  has  sieheJ  so  long  to  see 


Appendix. 


ORDER  or  PROCEEDINGS. 

At  a  meeting  of  tlie  Congregational  Churcli  iu  West  BrookfieM, 
Massachusetts,  held  at  the  couclusion  of  the  preparatory  lecture,  Friday 
afternoon,  July  5,  1807,  it  was  voted  to  celebrate  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  forraatiou  of  the  Church,  to  occur  on 
Wednesday  the  sixteenth  day  of  the  succeeding  October  ;  and  at  the 
same  time  the  following  persons  were  chosen  a  Committee  to  make  all 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  occasion,  viz  : 

Avery  Keep,  Joiix  ^I.  Fam:s,* 

Abnee  C  Gleason,  Raymond  Cl-mming!?, 

Rev.  Samuel  Duxham,  Waruex  A.  Blaiu, 

Dea.  Moses  Hall,  Chahles  E.  .SMi  rir, 

Adolphus  IIamiltox,  Dea.  ALr];i;i)  A\'iii  i  e, 

Suerlock  D.  Ln'F.n:\ii;)i;K. 

In  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  above  Conunittce  were  chosen, 
they  met,  and  organized  by  the  choice  of  Rev.  S.  Dunham,  cliairman. 
and  S.  D.  Livermorc,  secretary,  and  voted  to  submit  the  whole  matter 
of  the  arrangements  to  the  consideration  of  a  sub-committee  of  throe, 
who  should  report  at  a  future  meeting.  Messrs.  Dunliam,  Glea^on.  and 
Hall  were  appointed  to  that  service. 

The  Committee  subsequently  met  and  voted  that  the  pa.stor  bo  invitod 
to  deliver  an  Historical  Discourse,  and  to  procure  the  writing  of  an 
Anniversary  Hymn,  and  a  Poem. 


*Died  .siuldenly  of  heart  disease  Fiid.iy  morning  after  tlie  AnDivor-.my.  OOo- 
bei-  IS,  1S67. 
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They  also  issued  a  circular  letter,  inviting  former  Pastors.  Ministers 
reared  in  the  parish.  Members  and  Friends  of  the  Church  generally,  to 
be  present  and  participate  in  the  exercises  of  the  celebration. 

They  further  determined  to  have  a  general  collation,  and  chose  a 
C'ouunittoe  on  Collation,  consisting  of  the  following  named  gentlemen : 

Fr-WAru)  T.  Stowell,  Dea.  Samcel  X.  Wiime, 

William  Paige,  William  Adams.  Jk.. 

Jo.sEPH  E.  Bailey,  AVauken  A.  IW  aii:. 

Cl-rtls  Gilbert,  Lyman  II.  Chamderlain. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  likewise  elected  John  M.  FaK.s  a 
Committee  on  Finance  ;  appointed  the  officers  of  the  day,  and  prepared 
the  order  of  exercise.s. 

The  Celebration  fell  upou  the  delightful  season  of  Indian  Summer, 
and  proved  to  be  one  of  Nature  s  balmiest  days.  The  occasion  drew 
togetlier  a  large  assembly  from  a  wide  region  of  country,  and  perhap.-^ 
exceeded  iu  interest  and  enjoyment  the  expectations  even  of  the  most 


sanguine. 

oi  rKi:i;>  oi-  im:  day. 

ri!E.>Il)KNT, 

Ri  v.  TKANCIS  Hou  r.  IX. 

vh  e  i'kesipk.n'ts. 
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Di  v.  AI.FUi:!)  Wliri  K. 
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iK.\  .M.  .sui  iinv..i;rii,  gkok(,i:  w.  stom-: 
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ORDER  OF  EXERCISES. 
MORNING. 
Voluntary — Anthem. 
Tune — Denmark. 

Before  Jehovah's  awful  throne, 
Ye  nations,  bow  with  sacred  joy  : 

Know  that  the  Lord  is  God  alone  ; 
He  can  create,  and  he  destroy. 

His  sovereign  power,  without  our  aid, 
Made  us  of  clay,  and  formed  us  men  ; 

And  when,  like  wand'ring  sheep,  we  strayed, 
He  brought  us  to  his  fold  again. 

We  are  his  people,  we  his  care. 

Our  souls,  and  all  our  mortal  frame  : 

What  lasting  honors  shall  we  rear, 
Almighty  Maker,  to  thy  name  ? 

We'll  crowd  thy  gates  with  thankful  songs. 
High  as  the  heaven  our  voices  raise  ; 

And  earth,  with  her  ten  thousand  tongues, 
Shall  fill  thy  courts  with  sounding  praise. 

Wide  as  the  word  is  thy  command, 

Vast  as  eternity,  thy  love  : 
Firm  as  a  rock  thy  truth  shall  stand, 

When  rolling  years  shall  cease  to  move. 


Invocation  and  reading  of  tue  Scriptures,  by  Rev.  Joshua  Coit 
of  Brookfield. 

Singing. 

Heavenly  Father,  graciously  hear  us  ; 

Hear  the  petitions  we  ofter  before  Tliee  ; 
Let  thy  mercy  rest  upon  us  ; 

Heavenly  Father,  graciou.-^ly  licar  us  ; 
Hear  our  prayer,  Hear  our  prayer. 


Prayer,  by  Rev.  L.  S.  Parker,  of  Derry,  New  Hampshire. 
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AxNivF.r.aAnY  IIymx. 

[Words  by  Miss  Carrie  A.  Parker,  of  I'erry,  N..mv  Hampshire.] 
Tunc — Dc'Uiam. 

Thrice  fifty  years  have  sv.-ittly  tiown, 

Since  first  a  little  baud 
Of  Christian  laLorers  set  this  vine, 

And  trained  v,  ith  loving  hand. 

Tlie  Lord  hath  vi.sited  vine 
V\  itli  showers  of  heavenly  grace. 

And  blessed  His  waiting  children's  eyes 
With  shining  of  His  face. 

The  precious  seed  in  weakness  sown, 

Anil  watered  well  with  tears. 
Hath  grown  unto  a  noble  tree, 

And  generous  fruitage  bears. 

"While  humble  souls  have  watched  and  prayed, 

And  witli  teniptation  fouglit, 
God  hath  made  bare  his  own  right  arm, 

And  great  deliverance  brought. 

His  hand  iiath  loosed  the  captive's  bonds. 

He  bade  the  slave  go  free  ; 
His  voice  the  heathen  nations  calls 

To  Christian  liberty. 

And  now  his  still,  small  voice  is  heard 
Through  our  rodeeniocl  land  : 
'•  Go,  Christians,  in  my  vineyard  wimIc, 
Nor  longer  idle  stand." 

Not  the  anointed  ones  alone, 

-Vs  preachers,  now  are  .--ent  ; 
But  all  whose  iicirfs  have  felt  His  love, 

.•\nil  v,ills  to  Ilr-^  have  bent. 

Instead  of  ."^ires,  the  rhiMren  stand; 

To  us  ujny  gr.u-e  be  given 
Til  follow  thorn  in  f.xif hfulness, 

.And  share  their  joy  in  He.weu. 

iIi.sTi>i;i(  Ai.  I 'isi  (U-i:.sK,  (in  p.irt.)  by  11.  v.  nunh.im. 


Ill 


Hymx. 

Tune — Harvard. 

No  change  of  time  shall  ever  shock 
My  trust,  O  Lord,  in  thee  ; 

For  thou  hast  always  beeu  my  Rock, 
A  sure  defence  to  me. 

Thou  my  dcliv'rcr  art,  0  God; 

My  trust  is  in  thy  power  : 
Thou  art  my  shield  from  foes  abroad, 

My  safeguard,  and  my  tower. 

Benediction,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Phelps. 

Recess — Coll.\tion. 


AFTERNOON. 
Hymn — The  CriL-Kcn's  "WELCo^rE. 

Children  of  Zion  !  what  harp-notes  are  stealing, 
So  soft  o'er  our  senses,  so  soothingly  sweet? 

'Tis  the  music  of  augels,  tlicir  raptures  revealing, 
That  you  have  been  bro't  to  the  Holy  One's  feet. 

Children  of  Zion  !  we  join  in  their  welcome, 
'Tis  sweet  to  lie  low  at  that  blessed  retreat. 

Children  of  Zion  !  no  longer  in  sadness. 

Refrain  from  the  feast  that  your  Savior  hath  given ; 

Come,  taste  of  the  cup  of  salvation  with  gladness, 
And  think  of  the  banrpiet  still  sweeter  in  heaven. 

Childi-eu  of  Zion  !  our  hearts  bid  you  welcome 

To  the  church  of  the  ransomed,  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Children  of  Zion!  we  joyfully  hail  3'ou, 

^Vho'vc  entered  the  sheep-fold  thro'  Jesus,  tlie  door; 

"While  pilgrims  on  earth,  tho'  the  foe  may  a.ssail  you, 
Press  forward,  and  soon  will  the  conflict  bo  o'er. 

Children  of  Zion!  Oli  !  welcome,  thrice  welcome! 

Till  we  meet  where  the  foe  shall  oppress  you  no  more. 

HiSTORic.vL  P.\PERS  :  Tlic  Dcacous  and  ^Meeting-Houses,  by  Kev. 
Dunham. 
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liVMN. 

Tune — Olm  utz. 

Far  clown  the  ages  now, 
Much  of  her  journey  done, 

The  pUgrim  church  pursues  her  \\t\y. 
Until  her  crown  be  won. 

The  story  of  the  past 

Come  up  before  her  view ; 

How  will  it  seem  to  suit  her  still- 
Old,  and  yet  ever  new  ! 

It  is  the  oft-told  tale 

Of  sin  and  weariness, 
Of  grace  and  love  yet  flowing  down 

To  pardon  and  to  bless. 

No  wider  is  the  gate, 

No  broader  is  the  way, 
No  smoother  is  the  ancient  path, 

That  leads  to  life  and  day. 

No  sweeter  i.s  the  cup, 

Nor  less  our  lot  of  ill : 
'Twas  tribulation  ages  since, 

'Tis  tribulation  still. 

No  slacker  grows  the  fight. 

No  feebler  is  the  foe. 
Nor  less  the  need  of  armor  tried, 

Of  shield  and  spear  and  bow. 

Thus  onward  still  we  press 

Through  evil  and  through  good,  

Through  pain  and  povortv  and  want. 
Through  peril  :ind  through  blood. 

Still  faitliful  to  our  Cid. 

And  to  our  Captain  true, 
We  follow  where  he  leads  the  wav, 

The  kingdom  in  our  view. 


.■\i.i>iu:s>.  by  11 'v.  I'.li.ikiin  I'lielp.,  I).  |)..  ..f.I.Msev  City.  New  .Fe 
litMUiK^.  by  K.  v,  I.   .s   I'.nk.  T,  .,r  Il.  iry.  New  1 1.niip..hi i e. 
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Historical  Sketch  :  Ministers  from  the  Church  and  Parish,  by  Ee 
S.  Dunham. 

Ht:\ix. 
Tune — Coronation. 
Oh  !  'twas  a  joyful  sound  to  hear 
Our  tribes  devoutly  say  : 
"Up,  Israel,  to  the  temple  haste, 
And  keep  your  festal  day  !  " 

At  Salem's  courts  we  must  appear, 

With  our  assembled  powers, 
In  strong  and  beauteous  order  ranged. 

Like  her  united  towers. 

Oh,  pray  we  then  for  Salem's  peace  ! 

For  they  shall  prosperous  be, 
Thou  holy  city  of  our  God, 

Who  bear  true  love  to  thee. 

May  peace  within  thy  sacred  walls 

A  constant  guest  be  found ; 
With  plenty  and  prosjjerity 

Thy  palaces  be  crowned. 

Poem:  Memorials  of  Brookfield,  by  Rev.  F.  Horton,  of  Barriugto 
Rhode  Island. 

Remarks,  by  Hon.  Amasa  Walker,  of  North  Brookfield. 
Prayer,  by  Rev.  William  B.  Bond,  of  Palmer. 

Hysin. 

Tune — Dismission . 
Lord,  dismiss  us  with  thy  blessing. 

Bid  us  all  depart  in  peace  ; 
Still  on  gospel  manna  feeding. 
Pure,  seraphic  love  increase; 
Fill  each  breast  with  consolation. 

Up  to  thee  our  voices  raise  ; 
When  wc  reach  that  blissful  station, 
Then  we'll  give  tliee  nolde  praise. 

And  we'll  .-^ing  Hallolujah, 
To  God  and  the  Lamb; 
II a  1 1  e  1  uj  a h  f 0 r e  V e  r , — Amen. 


Benediction,  by  Rev.  i\Ir.  Ilorton. 
15 
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TIIF,  COLLATION. 

Through  the  efficient  (.xcriiuus  of  the  Committee  who  were  entrusted 
with  the  task  of  providing  the  entertiunmeut,  this  part  of  the  day's  ex- 
ercises was  rendered  a  complete  success. 

Previous  to  the  day,  this  Committee  appointed  and  made  skillful  dis- 
position of  the  following  ample  corps  of  assistants,  to  superintend  and 
aid  in  the  distribution  of  the  refreshments,  viz  : — 

Anson  Giffin  Jr.,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Taintor,  Mrs.  ^V.  A.  Marcy.  Mrs.  San- 
ford  Adams,  Mrs.  B.  P.  Aikin,  Mrs.  Doct.  Blodgett,  Mrs.  Doct.  Forbes, 
Mrs.  L.  H.  Chamberlain,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Miller,  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Rawson,  Mrs. 
G.  ^y.  Bliss,  Mrs.  Enos  Gilbert,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Blair,  Misses  Abbie  C. 
Blackmer,  Eugenia  Taintor,  Ella  G.  Paige,  Maria  Reed,  Ida  E.  Reed, 
Laura  A.  Giddings,  Ida  R.  Giddings,  Emma  Rawson,  Emma  Sprout, 
Kettie  Jackson,  Clara  J.  Dane,  Susie  Beamau,  Carrie  M.  Gleason,  Annie 
Brown,  Ann  Elizabeth  C.  Gleason,  Lottie  M.  "White,  Anna  E.  Bruce, 
Mary  Jones,  Julia  Mirick,  Lottie  Miller,  Arvilla  Stone,  Alice  A.  Rich- 
ards, Messrs.  Eddie  F.  Livermore,  Alfred  C.  White,  Frank  L.  Bailey, 
Alvin  W.  Gilbert,  Augustus  N.  Makepeace,  Charles  S.  Southworth, 
Albert  W.  Bliss. 

At  the  close  of  the  mormng  services,  all  who  were  present  were  in- 
vited to  repair  to  the  Town  Hall,  where  a  plentiful  supply  of  provisions, 
of  divers  sorts,  was  in  readiness,  having  being  brought,  by  previous 
request,  from  every  quarter  of  the  town.  The  large  audience  was  mar- 
shaled at  the  cluirch,  and  proceeded  to  the  hall  in  the  following  order  : — 
Committee  of  Arrangements ;  President  and  Officers  of  the  day;  Clergy 
and  Invited  CJuests;  Strangers  and  Citizens  generally. 

The  blessing  having  been  invoked  by  Dr.  Phelps,  the  appeals  of 
hunger  were  sated  by  a  ropast  which,  a.-<  the  Worcester  Daily  Spy  of  the 
next  morning  said,  '•  was  l)ountifully  suflicient,  good  and  well  arranged, 
and  set  fortli  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  who  were  privileged  to  partake." 

.•\t  a  iniM'ting  of  the  Church,  held  November  1,  1^'>7.  it  was  voted 
that  nn'a.siires  be  taken  for  publishing  the  doings  of  the  anniversary 
C'  b  bration,  and  thi-  following  jiersons  wore  appointed  a  Committee  on 
publieation:  -.\.  ('  Gi  kasdn,  S.  D.  Li vki;mi>i:k.  Dfa.  .T.  Pi  tkk.  Wv.w 
S.  DlMIAM,  ^V.  .\.  I'.i  Allt. 

Thi.s  Committee  .subsequently  met,  and  by  vote  requesteil  Rev.  S. 
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Dunham  to  prepare  an  Appendix  for  the  press,  and  authorized  him  to 

take  the  general  superintendence  of  the  publication. 


LETTER  FROM    GOVERXOR  BULLOCK. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Executive  Department,  ) 

BosTOx,  October  14,  1867.  j 
My  Dear  Sir: — I  am  disappointed  in  failing  to  make  my  engagements 
such  as  to  permit  me  to  visit  you  on  TVednesday.  The  One  Hundred 
and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  organization  of  your  church  is  of  it- 
self a  most  interesting  event  even  in  a  Commonwealth  which  we  are 
accustomed  to  call  ancient.  Added  to  this  is  the  ec[ual  interest  attached 
to  the  old  town  of  Brookfield  which  was  for  so  many  years  scarcely 
second  in  political  importance  in  the  County  of  Worcester. 

The  town  and  the  church  in  their  historical  relations  cannot  easily  be 
separated ;  and  it  becomes  to  me  a  source  of  unfeigned  regret  that  I 
cannot  unite  with  you  in  commemorating  the  striking  reminiscences 
which  upon  the  present  occasion  will  be  awakened. 

I  am,  my  Dear  Sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 
Most  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  II.  BULLOCK. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Dunham. 

letter  from  rev.  austin  phelps,  d.  d.,  professor  in  the  theo- 
logical seminary  at  andover. 

Andover,  Mass.,  September  IS,  1S67. 
Rev.  S.  Dunham  :  Dear  Brother  : — I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  attend 
the  Celebration  at  West  Brookfield,  but  the  state  of  my  health  puts  it 
out  of  my  power.  My  father,  I  think,  will  be  there,  and  would  doubt- 
less be  ready  to  fill  any  gap,  should  such  a  thing  occur, — which  is  not 
probable.    Your  chief  concern  probably  will  be  to  stop  the  talkers. 

I  would,  with  great  pleasure,  be  present,  and  speak  just  five  minutes, 
watch  in  hand, — if  my  health  would  permit  me  to  go. 

Very  truly  yours,  AUSTIN  PHLLr,^. 

LETTER    FROM    REV.    CALEB    SPRAGUE    HENRY,    D.    I).,    OF  NIOWBURGII. 

NEW  YORK. 

Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  October,  I  t,  1867. 
My  Dear  Sir  : — Your  kind  invitation  to  the  Celebration  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  in  West  Brookfield  reached  me  in  due  ."^eason,  but  got 
mislaid  until  to-day  I  found  it.  I  iiad  meantime  forgotten  the  day  fixed 
for  tlie  festival ;  and  nnw  I  perceive  it  is  so  nnar  at  haivl  th  it  T  am 
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afraid  this  will  not  reach  you  before  the  day.  I  am  the  more  sorry 
because  eveuts  have  occurred  which  will  render  it  impossible  for  me  to 
be  present.  It  would  give  me  great,  very  great  pleasure  to  be  there  on 
the  occasion.  It  is  the  church  of  my  early  childhood.  The  venerable 
image  of  Father  Ward  is  one  of  the  liveliest  recollections  of  mv  childish 
days, — his  white  wig,  his  benignant  face,  his  exquisite  courtesy. 

It  was  ia  that  old  white  building  on  the  north  side  of  the  plain  " 
that  I  first  went  to  the  Ploly  Communion.  Of  that  church  my  vener- 
able father  was  for  many  years  a  member.  In  the  burial  ground  lies  the 
body  of  niy  mother,  aud  I  suppose,  of  many  more  whom  I  once  knew. 

All  these  and  many  other  associations  with  West  Brookfield,  would 
make  it  very  pleasant  for  me  to  visit  the  place.  I  am  sorry  I  cannot 
do  so  now.    I  live  in  the  hope  of  doing  so  yet  at  some  future  day. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully  yours,  C.  S.  IIKNRY. 

S.  D.  LiVERMORE. 

EXTR.VCT   OF  A  LETTER    FROM    REV.   JOSEPH    VAILL,   P.   D. ,   OF  PALMER. 

Palmer,  Septenilxr  20,  1S67. 
Dear  Brother  Dcnham: — You  allude  to  the  anticipated  Anniver- 
sary. It  woiUd  give  me  great  pleasure  to  be  present,  and  I  shall  make 
an  effort  to  do  so.  A  special  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Corporation  of 
Amherst  College  is  to  take  place  about  that  time.  If  it  does  not  occur 
on  that  week,  I  know  of  no  obstacle  to  prevent  my  attendance. 

I  am  truly  aud  faternally  yours,  JDS K I'll  A' ATI.!.. 


NOTF,  I. 

The  following  petition  is  taken  from  the  Appendi.x  to  Mr.  Font's  His- 
torical Discourse  on  Brookfield,  as  being  peculiarly  appropriate  to  be 
preserved  in  connection  with  a  history  of  the  church  : 

The  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Brookfit-ld  to  the  Honored  Gen- 
oral  Court  assembled  at  Bd.ston,  November  lOOS,  luimblv  showeth: — 

Fir.'^l,  'I'liat  we  seem  tn  be  oall-  d  ff  C,oi\  to  continue  our  habitation 
in  this  place  ;  we  are  low  in  tlie  world,  and  it  would  be  a  breaking  thing 
to  our  estates  to  remove  to  any  otlier  jdantatiou.  And  the  land  here 
is  very  capable  of  entertaining  a  consideral)lf  body  of  people  ;  though 
inhabitants  have  l)een  slow  to  come  to  us  by  re;tson  of  the  vrnr,  yet 
thi;  land  is  very  encouraging,  capable  to  afford  a  comfortable  subsist- 
ence to  many  fainilios. 

S'-roiiil,  Tiiat  it  is  an  intolerable  burden  to  continue  as  we  have  done, 
without  tli>-  |iroaching  of  tlio  word.  Ciod  dotli  re.piiri'  not  only  family 
worsliip.  but  hi?.  \m\Aic  wor.slup.    It  is  tiie  ordinance  of  <Tod  that,  on 
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the  Sabbafh  day,  there  should  be  an  holy  convocation  ;  and  that  his  word 
be  preached  by  those  who  are  able  and  faithful ;  and  our  necessities 
put  us  upon  it  earnestly  to  desire  it ;  both  we  and  our  children  need 
the  instructions,  rebukes  and  encouragements  of  the  word ;  the  dark- 
ness and  deadness  of  our  own  hearts,  together  with  the  many  snares 
that  are  in  the  world,  are  an  experimental  conviction  to  us  that  we  need 
all  those  helps  and  advantages  that  God  hath  sanctified  for  our  good. 

Third,  That  we  are  not  able  at  present  to  maintain  the  worship  of 
God;  we  are  but  twelve  families,  and  are  not  of  estate  sufficient  to  give 
suitable  encouragement  to  a  minister  ;  we  are  wiUiug  to  do  to  the 
outside  of  our  ability ;  but  though  as  much  as  can  be  expected  from  us, 
it  will  not  amount  to  such  a  sum  as  a  minister  may  reasonably  require 
for  his  labor. 

Fourth,  That  if  this  Honored  Court  would  please  to  pity  us,  and  grant 
us  some  help  for  a  few  years,  for  the  maintenance  of  a  godly,  able  min- 
ister, besides  the  advantage  that  it  may  be  to  these  few  families  that 
are  here,  it  would  be  a  means  of  bringing  many  other  inhabitants  to  us, 
whereby  we  shall  be  so  far  assisted  that  we  may  of  ourselves  be  able 
to  uphold  the  worship  of  God,  and  not  be  burdensome  to  others. 

Under  these  considerations  we  humbly  beg,  that  this  Honored  Court 
would  exercise  compassion  to  us,  and  assign  some  relief  to  us  out  of 
the  public  treasury,  which  we  shall  look  upon,  not  only  as  a  testimony 
of  your  zeal  for  the  worship  of  God,  but  also  of  your  tender  compas- 
sion to  the  souls  of  those  whom  God  hath  made  you  fathers  of:  and 
your  petitioners  shall  pray,  &c. 

Read  November  23,  1698. 

In  answer  to  the  above  petition, — 

Ordered  that  there  be  tiuentij  pounds  paid  out  of  the  pubhc  Treasury 
of  this  Province,  towards  the  support  of  an  orthodox  minister  for  one 
year  to  commence  from  the  time  of  the  settlement  of  such  minister 
amongst  them. 

Sent  up  to  the  Honorable  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Council  for 
Concurrence.  N.vthanikl  r.YFiF.Ln,  Speaker. 

Signed. 

Samuel  0.  Owen,  Thomas  Barnes,  Ilcrvey  Gilbert, 

Stephen  Gennings,  Jno.  Woolcott,  James  Pettee, 

Samuel  Davie,  William  pjarnea,  Thomas  Parsons, 

Thomas  Rich,  Abyan  BartleU,  Daniel  Price. 

Jon.  Clary,  Joseph  Marks,  John  Pettec. 

Read  in  Council,  November  21,  IGOS,  and  voted  a  concurrence  with 
the  Representatives. 

l9.-\iAH  A DiuNGTON,  Secrclor)/. 
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NOTE  II. 

Terms  of  settlement  as  pnorosED  to  Mk.  Ward,  and  his  answer  of 

ACCEPTANCE. 

At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  first  precinct  in  the  town  of  Erookfield  on 
Monday  the  26th  day  of  August,  1771,  the  parish  passed  a  rote  of  con- 
currence with  the  church  in  the  choice  of  Mr.  Ephraim  "Ward  of  Xewton 
for  the  minister  of  the  church  and  congregation  in  this  place.    And  then, 

"  Voted,  That  upon  the  said  Mr.  Ward  becoming  the  ordained  minister 
of  this  Church  and  Congregation,  there  be  given,  granted  and  paid  to 
him  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  lawfid  money  of  this  Prov- 
ince as  a  settlement,  to  enable  him  to  settle  in  this  place  as  a  minister, — 
the  one  half  to  be  paid  to  him  at  the  end  of  one  year  from  the  day  of 
his  ordination,  and  the  other  half  in  two  years  from  said  day. 

Voted,  That  upon  condition  the  said  ^Ir.  Ward  shall  become  the  or- 
dained minister  of  this  Church  and  Cougregratiou,  and  upon  condition 
the  said  Mr.  Ward  shall  not  claim  any  right  or  interest  arising  from 
the  ministerial  land  now  sold,  that  there  be  given,  granted  and  paid 
to  the  said  Mr.  Ward,  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds  as  a  salary  for  the  first 
year,  and  the  like  sum  for  the  second  year,  at  the  end  of  each  year ; 
and  the  sum  of  sixty-six  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  Jour  pence  for  the 
tliird  year;  and  the  last  mentioned  smu  every  year  afterwards,  during 
his  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Gospel  ministry  in  this  precinct, — the 
said  salary  to  commence  at  the  day  of  his  acceptance  of  this  grant  and 
closing  with  the  terms  thereof,  the  money  to  be  computed  at  the  rate 
of  six  shillings  and  eight  ponce  per  ounce  silver;  Vnit  to  be  paid  in  the 
then  current  money  of  this  Province. 

Voted,  That  in  c.i.^e  the  .■^aid  Mr.  \Vard  shall,  for  one  year  together 
during  his  ministry,  be  rendered  unable  to  perform  the  publiok  duty  of 
his  office  personally,  ho  sliall  be  allowed  the  one-hnl/  of  the  above- 
granted  salary, and  no  in(^ro,  during  his  continuance  in  the  relation  of  a 
minister  to  this  people,  unless  ho  shall  bo  restored  to  health,  and  j^or- 
form  said  duty. 

Voted,  That  thoro  bo  pivt>n,  granted  an<l  dolivered  to  said  Mr.  ^\'.•ird 
at  his  dwelling-hou.-^o  annually  in  said  precinct  thirty  cords  of  firi  -u-oo<I 
during  his  continuance  in  the  ministry  hero,  to  commence  when  he  shall 
begin  house-keeping,  the  said  wood  to  be  eight  feet  in  length. 

Voted,  That  the  forogoing  grants  anfl  thi,^  contract  is  upon  the  cx- 
pri'ss  condition  the  said  Mr.  Ward  shall  make  no  claim  to  .any  ministerial 
l.imi  in  thi.'i  town,  or  tho  incomes  arising  by  the  .•^.ile  thereof;  but  the 
.samo  .^hall  bo  and  ri'main  with  tho  pi  ojilo  to  onablo  (hom  to  pay  tho 
salary  boforo  granted." 
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Mr.  Ward  signified  his  acceptance  of  the  above  terms,  September 
13th,  in  the  following  words : — 

"  To  JedidiaTi  Foster  Esq.,  Moderator  of  a  meeting  in  the  jirst  precinct  in 
Brookjield,  to  he  communicated. 

Gentlemen: — After  the  most  mature,  deliberate  consideration  (the 
time  would  admit)  of  the  general  invitation  you  have  given  me  to  settle 
among  you,  and  take  upon  me  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Church  and  Congre- 
gation in  this  precinct,  considering  the  encouragement  you  gave  as  a  set- 
tlement, and  the  sum  you  offer  as  a  salary,  although  not  agreeable  to  my 
expectations,  and  attended  with  some  peculiar  restrictions,  yet  for  the 
sake  of  the  peace  of  the  society,  and  hoping  for  the  continuance  of  your 
friendship  and  affection,  I  accept  of  your  proposals,  and  do  hereby  signify 
my  closing  with  the  terms  thereof.  Praying  that,  by  the  divine  aid  and 
assistance,  I  may  faithfully  discharge  the  important  trust  when  committed 
to  me;  wishing  tljat  grace,  mercy  and  peace  may  be  multiplied  in  this  place; 
and  that  we  may  long  be  mutual  blessings  and  comforts  to  each  other  in 
this  life,  and  finally  meet  and  rejoice  together  in  endless  happiness, 

I  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 

EPHRABI  WARD. 

Brookjield,  Jirst  precinct,  September  13,  1771." 

NOTE  III. 

THE   ORIGINAL  AND  PRESENT   COVENANT  OF  THE  CHURCII. 

You  do  now  in  the  presence  of  the  great  and  holy  GOD,  the  elect 
Ano-els,  and  this  assembly  of  witnesses,  enter  into  a  solemn  and  per- 
petual covenant,  never  to  be  forgotten,  never  to  be  broken. 

You  sincerely  and  cordially  give  up  yourself  to  that  GOD  whose 
name  alone  is  JEHOVAH;  taking  GOD  the  Father  to  be  your  GOD 
and  Father,  GOD  the  son  to  be  your  only  Saviour  and  Redeemer, 
GOD  the  Holy  Ghost  to  be  your  Sanctifier  and  Comforter. 

You  submit  yourself  to  Christ,  and  accept  him  as  tlic  Prophet,  Priest, 
and  King  of  your  soul,  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  and  the  only  Media- 
tor of  the  covenant  of  grace ;  promising  that  by  the  assistance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  you  will  keep  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  inviolably;  that  you  will 
cleave  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by  faith  and  Gospel  obedience ;— and  will 
endeavor  to  reform  your  life  as  to  all  known  sin,  whether  open  or  secret ,; 
—will  live  in  the  conscientious  discharge  of  all  duty  toward  GOD  and 
man; — walking  in  all  the  commandments  and  ordinances  of  the  Lord 
blamelessly ;— that  you  will  endeavor  that  the  inward  temper  of  your 
mind  be  conformed  to  GOD's  will  and  word ;— and  that  you  will  follow 
the  excellent  example  which  Christ  has  set  you  for  the  rule  of  your  life. 

You  also  give  up  yourself  to  this  Church  in  thr  I,ord;  and  freely 


covenant  and  bind  yoursell'  to  walk  as  a  regular  member  of  Christ's 
church  ;  to  obey  them  that  have  rule  over  you  in  the  Lord — to  read 
GOD'S  word,  and  to  live  in  the  practice  of  .social  and  secret  prayer,  and 
in  diligent  attendance  on  the  word  preached,  and  ordinances  adminis- 
tered:  and  relying  on  the  grace  and  all-sufficiency  of  Christ,  which  are 
sufficient  for  you — You  promise  to  walk  according  to  what  you  now 
know,  or  shall  know  to  be  your  duty. 

Do  you  sincereli/  and  cordially  consent  to  the  covenant  now  proposed? 

We  then  receive  you  as  a  sincere  disciple  of  Christ  and  a  member  of 
the  same  church  with  ourselves,  promising,  so  long  as  GOD  shall  con- 
tinue you  among  us,  to  watch  over  you  with  meekness  and  brotherly 
love;  and  may  the  Lord  add  to  the  numbers  and  graces  of  his  church, 
and  finally  bring  us  all  to  join  the  general  Assembly,  and  Church  of  the 
First-born,  whose  names  are  written  in  heaven.  Amen. 

N0T1-: 

The  nimibcr  of  members  of  which  the  church  was  composed  when 
Mr.  Ward's  ministry  commenced,  in  1771,  is  not  ascertained.  We  gather 
from  the  Catalogue  about  ninety  names.  But  as  the  record  of  admis- 
sions begins  only  fourteen  years  earlier,  (in  175S),  many  names  are  un- 
doubtedly lost. 

The  following  t.xhle,  carefully  compiled  by  Mr.  Cordley  (former 
pastor)  from  the  Catalogue  prepared  by  himself,  and  continued  by  the 
present  pastor,  indicates  the  annual  increase  or  decrease  in  the  member- 
ship of  the  Church  during  each  pastorate  for  the  last  half  centurv,  be- 
ginning with  the  year  1S16. 


Mr.  Phelps  wa.s  .'^cttlod  Ortob.M-  i2:5,  l^lii. 


V.v-\r. 

.M..nth. 

Additions. 

RpmoTals. 

Membors. 

IM-'. 

Octobor  '2:;, 

236 

1S17 

.T.anuary  1, 

•1 

4 

236 

IS  18 

January  1, 

i:! 

11 

2:58 

ISl'J 

January  1, 

1) 

289 

1S20 

J.inu.iry  1, 

05 

14 

340 

1821 

.J.'imi.'\ry  1, 

8 

9 

339 

1822 

J.mu.iry  1, 

ID 

10 

339 

182.3 

Jaiiu.iry  1, 

('i 

333 

182J 

January  1. 

«> 

\:\ 

182.5 

January  1, 

•  > 

12 

312 

lS2t'. 

Jann.irv  1, 

i 

13 

303 

182»'> 

( )ctolK'r  25. 

3 

16 

290 

Mr.  I'h.  lps  w.i,s  dismissed  Octobi>r  2.'),  lS2t). 
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Mr.  Foot  was  settled  October  25,  1826. 


Year. 

Month. 

.•Vdditions. 

RemoT.-\!=. 

Menibor:4. 

1827 

January  1, 

1 

1 

2'jO 

1828 

January  1, 

84 

13 

361 

1829 

January  1, 

13 

8 

306 

1830 

January  1, 

7 

9 

3G4 

1831 

January  1, 

11 

IG 

359 

1832 

January  1, 

5 

19 

345 

1832 

May  1, 

1 

4 

342 

Mr.  Foot  was  dismissed  May  1,  1832. 
Mi\  Horton  was  settled  August  15,  1832. 


Year. 

Month. 

Additions. 

Rennovals. 

Members. 

1832 

August  15, 

4 

1833 

January  1, 

10 

12 

33*3 

1834 

January  1, 

11 

24 

323 

1835 

January  1, 

S 

21 

310 

1836 

January  1, 

99 

28 

381 

1837 

January  1, 

6 

12 

375 

1838 

January  1, 

11 

19 

307 

1839 

January  1, 

2 

IS 

351 

1840 

January  1, 

29 

21 

359 

1841 

January  1, 

3 

14 

348 

1841 

September  15, 

11 

14 

345 

Mr.  Hortou  was  dismissed  September  15,  1841. 


Year. 

Month. 

Additions. 

Removals. 

Members. 

1842 
1842 

January  1, 
January  12, 

1 

G 

340 
340 

Mr.  Chase  was  settled  January  12,  1842. 

Year. 

Month. 

AdditioDfi. 

Rcmov.ils. 

Member.'. 

1843 
1843 

January  1, 
October  27, 

13 

'1') 
15 

3  IS 

Mr.  Chase  was  dismissed  October  27,  1843. 

Year. 

Mouth. 

Additions. 

1844 
1844 

January  1, 
Decenibt-r  19, 

14 

302 

IG 
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Mr.  Park'-r  wa.s  settled  December  19,  ISll. 


Ve.Tf. 

Month. 

.\J>iHlODS. 

Removals. 

Members. 

1845 

January 

1, 

1 

1 

302 

1840 

January 

1, 

1-5 

14 

303 

1847 

January 

^- 

10 

2'J'J 

184S 

January 

1: 

t> 

1«5 

280 

1S40 

January 

1, 

•21 

13 

2y7 

18.50 

January 

1, 

■2 

16 

2S3 

18.51 

January 

h 

7 

10 

•280 

ISol 

April 

1 , 

4 

o 

281 

3Ir.  Parker  was  dismis.secl  April  7,  18.51. 


Ye.ir. 

Montli. 

.\.J'litions. 

Reniov.Als. 

Members. 

18.52 

January  1, 

12 

'2'i0 

18.52 

November  17, 

0 

11 

2'54 

Mr.  Pivington  was  settled  November  17,  1S52. 


Y-.\r. 

Month. 

^  .\iidiiions. 

Removnls. 

Members. 

1853 

January  1, 

1 

0 

2-33 

1854 

January  1, 

1 

10 

207 

I8.5.5 

January  1, 

1  IS 

12 

273 

18oi3 

January  1, 

1  7 

22 

2.58 

1857 

Janii.iry  1, 

1  3 

13 

248 

18.58 

January  1, 

'  8 

16 

240 

1.808 

October  •28, 

1  10 

1-^ 

241 

Mr.  Pyingtou 

was  dismissed  October  28,  1858. 

y.-.ir. 

M.>n(h. 

.Xil'litious. 

R. 

Member!!. 

IS.V.) 

January  I, 

•> 

185'.) 

June   "  28. 

1  3 

5 

237 

Mr.  Conlli.y  wa.s  settle«l  Jum" 

28,  i8r>i). 

Yi'.Tr. 

1 

M.>iHh. 

1  A<iiliiinn9. 

R.< 

l.S>",il 

.lanu.iry  1. 

•  1 

247 

IS.ll 

January  1, 

l.sr,-j 

.Fanuarv  1. 

1     1 1 

11 

238 

Jnno    '  2:?. 

1  :; 

t 

234 

Mr  I  \  \s  .«.->  ll^,^nu.^..'»•d  Juiu-  2  1.  1  "«'>2 


Yenr. 

Jlonth. 

Additions. 

R<=mov;ils. 

M-imber.". 

iHGo 

January  1, 

2 

1 

2oG 

1864 

January  1, 

0 

6 

22'J 

1864 

October  4, 

1 

30* 

I'Jl 

Mr.  Dunham  was  settled  October  4,  1SG4. 

Yesr. 

I\ronth. 

Additions. 

Removals. 

Member«. 

1865 

January  1, 

27 

() 

1866 

January  1, 

20 

7 

1867 

January  1, 

10 

10 

231 

1867 

December  1, 

78 

9 

SCO 

The  lithographic  likeness  of  Rev.  IMr.  Ward  accompanying  this 
pamphlet,  has  been  kindly  furnished  at  considerable  expense  by  his 
grandson,  George  L.  Ward,  Esq.,  of  Cambridge, 


*  Of  these  twentij-four  \rere  stricken  from  ihc  ro?/.  having  been  absent  muny  years 
without  taking  letters  of  dismission  and  recommeudalion  to  other  churches. 
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